
AT A GLANCE



WHAT IS FOOD POLICY?
“Food policy” refers to the collection 

of decisions made by governments—

individually, bilaterally, multilaterally, 

and globally—that affect the production, 

distribution, and consumption of food. 

IFPRI’s researchers work to provide 

policymakers, as well as the private sector, 

civil society, and farmer organizations, 

with high-quality research. This research 

can help shape effective policies, 

investments, and programs, contributing 

to productive, sustainable, and resilient 

agriculture and food systems.



3

IFPRI IN ACTION
IFPRI’s work is organized around six strategic research 
areas—with gender as a cross-cutting theme. Below 
are highlights of our work under each strategic re-
search area.

RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS
Ensuring Sustainable Food Production:  
Enhancing Groundwater Governance
IFPRI’s water research aims to strengthen food and 
nutrition security by finding ways to improve overall 
water-use efficiency and water quality, reduce irrigated- 
land degradation, and increase the poor’s access to water. 

Water is a shared resource that requires coordina-
tion among resource users, but in many cases the 
necessary collective action to manage water does 
not emerge. A project on experimental games for 
strengthening collective action conducts an “experi-
ment on the impact of experiments” in irrigation  
communities in India and Colombia. Preliminary  
results have found these games to be effective in  
helping communities to understand the interrelation-
ships between individual water use and collective 
resource availability.

Promoting Healthy Food Systems: Improving 
Nutrition in Burkina Faso and Beyond
The Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH)  
program led by IFPRI works to improve the contri-
butions of agriculture and multisectoral programs 
on nutrition, especially among mothers and young 
children who are most vulnerable to poor nutrition 
and its devastating consequences. 

The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) believes that, by working togeth-

er, the global community can sustainably defeat hunger and malnutrition. Collaborating 

with development practitioners, policymakers, nongovernmental organizations, and the 

private sector, IFPRI contributes to achieving this goal by providing needed evidence for coun-

try- and region-led policies that help ensure that all people have access to safe, sufficient, 

nutritious, and sustainably grown food. 

Taking an interdisciplinary approach, our researchers ask questions such as the following:

 ^ What policies help farmers manage scarce resources and grow more food?

 ^ What programs can ensure lifelong nutrition and good health?

 ^ How can smallholder farmers gain better access to markets?

 ^ How can countries promote development that doesn’t leave poor people behind?
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In partnership with Helen Keller International (HKI), 
IFPRI evaluated a two-year homestead food produc-
tion program in Burkina Faso for its impacts on both 
child and maternal health. The evaluation helped HKI 
strengthen their program delivery and implemen-
tation and demonstrated how, by working together, 
researchers and program implementers can use 
results to improve program design, implementation, 
and success rates. 

Improving Markets and Trade: Prices and Policy
All markets need the support of appropriate  
institutions and effective policies to improve food 
security and reduce poverty. IFPRI provides  
evidence-based policy solutions as well as innova-
tive tools to help policymakers respond quickly and 
effectively to market failures and shifts in the world 
food system. The Food Security Portal features tools 
for analyzing global and regional food price data, 
managing risk, improving trade policies, and 
extending access to markets. One of the com-
ponents of the Portal is the Excessive Food Price 
Variability Early Warning System, a dynamic alert 
system that tracks price volatility. It provides a 
daily alert system of price volatility status for five 
major agricultural commodities. This information 
helps policymakers determine appropriate  
country-level food security responses.

Transforming Agriculture:  
Guidance for Growth
In many countries, policymakers lack the neces-
sary data and analytical tools to link investments 
with accurate estimates of the impacts they will 
have on key objectives, such as poverty reduc-
tion and economic growth.

Working with its partners, IFPRI has developed 
Country Strategy Support Programs, or major 
in-country projects, or both in Bangladesh, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Malawi, Nigeria, Pakistan, and Uganda. The 
programs and projects are designed to help gener-
ate the necessary information and analysis to inform 
policy decisions and prioritize investments.

Building Resilience: Country-by-Country 
Climate Data and Analysis
Farmers do more than produce food. They also 
care for fields, pastures, and surrounding resourc-
es, including streams and forests, though these 
activities are becoming increasingly challenging. 

IFPRI researchers are dedicated to helping farmers 
achieve the triple win of adapting to climate change, 
increasing crop yields, and mitigating greenhouse 
gas emissions.

IFPRI’s book series on climate change and  
African agriculture explores how approaches must 
shift in order to achieve sustainable food security  
in a world grappling with a changing climate. The 
books provide country-by-country climate data and 
analysis that explore a range of climate change 
consequences for agriculture, food security, and 
resource management, as well as recommendations 
to national governments and regional agencies.
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Strengthening Institutions and Governance: 
Overcoming Obstacles to Empowerment
Women play a critical and potentially transformative 
role in agricultural growth in developing countries, 
but they face persistent obstacles and constraints 
limiting further inclusion in agriculture. The Women’s 
Empowerment in Agriculture Index (WEAI) measures 
the empowerment, agency, and inclusion of women 
in the agriculture sector in an effort to identify ways 
to overcome a multitude of obstacles and con-
straints. The WEAI aims to increase understanding  
of the connections between women’s empowerment, 
food security, and agricultural growth. It also allows 
policymakers to identify disempowered women  
and understand how to increase their autonomy  
and decisionmaking. 

IFPRI RESEARCH ON THE GROUND
IFPRI has a strong presence throughout the devel-
oping world, with regional offices and project offices 
across Africa and Asia. The offices provide local 
partners with broad access to IFPRI while allowing 
the Institute to better align its work with the needs of 
the regions and individual countries. 

Africa: The Eastern and Southern Africa Office, based 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and the West and Central 
Africa Office, based in Dakar, Senegal, provide re-
search and capacity building support for policy plan-
ning and implementation. The offices established 
regional and country strategic analysis and knowl-
edge support systems; promote comprehensive and 
inclusive agricultural joint sector reviews; and work 
to strengthen analytical and modeling expertise 
across the continent.

When policies, institutions, and markets fail, key public goods and 
services are undersupplied, incentives are biased against agri-

culture, consumers pay too much for food, and relationships that create 
wealth are ruptured. Working collaboratively with other CGIAR Re-
search Programs, such as Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security 
and Water, Land and Ecosystems, the Policies, Institutions, and Markets 
(PIM) research program identifies ways in which the foundations for 
decisionmaking in food systems can be strengthened to better serve the 
interests of smallholder farmers and poor consumers. 

www.pim.cgiar.org

The Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH) research program 
brings together research and development professionals across the 
agriculture, nutrition, and health sectors to jointly tackle global hunger 
and malnutrition and to develop shared solutions. The program focuses 
on the potential of agricultural development to deliver gender- 
equitable health and nutritional benefits to the poor. 

www.a4nh.cgiar.org

IFPRI LEADS TWO CGIAR 
RESEARCH PROGRAMS
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East and Southeast Asia: IFPRI conducts strategic  
policy research, policy communications, and  
capacity strengthening activities around the issues 
affecting agricultural and rural development in East 
and Southeast Asia. IFPRI established a China pro-
gram and has maintained a Beijing office since 1997. 
The program focuses on both the country’s future 
development as well as lessons learned from  
China’s experience that can be shared with other 
developing countries.

Latin America and the Caribbean: Our work in Latin 
America and the Caribbean is designed to help  
the region’s policymakers address pressing issues 
such as income inequality, high rural poverty and 
malnutrition rates, and lagging agricultural growth. 
IFPRI also facilitates a food security portal for  
Latin America. 

Middle East and North Africa: Research in the Middle 
East and North Africa region focuses on the various 
dimensions of food security—macroeconomic and 
household levels; trade and infrastructure; water and 
agriculture; and health, education, and nutrition—as 
well as emerging challenges, such as climate change 
and conflict resolution.

South Asia: The South Asia office in New Delhi engag-
es in evidence-based research, policy communica-
tion, and capacity strengthening related to agricul-
tural productivity, improved technologies, climate 
change, risk management, malnutrition, markets and 
value chains, and governance in South Asia.

IFPRI OFFICES & COUNTRIES OF 
SIGNIFICANT RESEARCH
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COMMUNICATING OUR RESEARCH
IFPRI’s work reaches a growing, global audience 
through our various publications (many of which are 
translated into French, Spanish, Chinese, and Ara-
bic); policy seminars; academic social networks, like 
Mendeley; social media; e-library; and the media; as 
well as via models, portals, and other means of com-
municating data. Researchers’ work is showcased in 
a variety of institutional products, as well as in a wide 
array of highly regarded external journals and pub-
lications, such as The Lancet, The American Journal 
of Clinical Nutrition, Agricultural Economics, Nature, 
PLOS ONE, Science, and World Development.

IFPRI’s flagship publication, the Global Food Policy 
Report, examines the major food policy issues, de-

velopments, and decisions of each year. It puts into 
perspective the year’s food policy successes and 
setbacks, and suggests how to advance policies that 
will improve the food situation for poor people in 
developing countries.

The Global Hunger Index (GHI) presents a  
multidimensional measure of global, regional, and 
national hunger. Calculated each year by IFPRI, the 
GHI highlights successes and failures in hunger reduc-
tion and provides insights into the drivers of hunger.

The Global Nutrition Report is an annual series de-
signed to help guide action, build accountability, and 
spark increased commitment to reduce malnutrition. 
The report aims to empower nutrition champions at 
the national level to better inform policy decisions and 
to strengthen the case for increased resource allocation.

IFPRI Dataverse offers a col-
lection of more than 120 pub-
licly accessible datasets on 
agriculture and rural develop-
ment, at the local (household 
and community), national, 
and global levels. IFPRI freely 
distributes these datasets 
and encourages their use in 
research and policy analysis.

IFPRI’s blog, IFPRI.org/news, 
tallies more than one million 
visits each year, ensuring 
that the Institute’s work is 
accessible to diverse, global 
audiences.
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