
Regional Strategic Analysis and Knowledge Support System

Established in 2006 under the Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP), the 
Regional Strategic Analysis and Knowledge Support Sys-
tem (ReSAKSS) supports efforts to promote evidence- and 
outcome-based policy planning and implementation. In 
particular, ReSAKSS provides data and related analyti-
cal and knowledge products to facilitate benchmark-
ing, review, and mutual learning processes. The Interna-
tional Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) facilitates the 
overall work of ReSAKSS in partnership with the African 
Union Commission, the NEPAD Planning and Coordinating 
Agency (NPCA), leading regional economic communities, 
and Africa-based CGIAR centers.

By documenting and disseminating lessons learned from 
research, policies, impact assessments, and on-the-
ground experiences, ReSAKSS supports the creation of 
effective growth and poverty-reduction strategies.

Our Work
Key ReSAKSS activities include the following:

STRATEGIC ANALYSIS

ReSAKSS fills critical knowledge gaps, helping African 
countries to assess their progress toward the CAADP 
goals of allocating 10 percent of the national budget to 
agriculture and achieving a 6 percent annual agricultural 
growth rate, as well as progress on ending hunger and 
halving poverty by 2025. Together with local and interna-
tional actors, ReSAKSS helps countries to evaluate policy 
and investment options for driving growth and reducing 
poverty and hunger.

In 2007, ReSAKSS developed the official monitoring 
and evaluation (M&E) framework to track CAADP 
implementation progress and outcomes, and launched 
the Annual Trends and Outlook Reports (ATORs), the 
formal CAADP M&E report. The ATORs are published in 
one Africa-wide version and three regional versions. An 
increasing number of countries—in particular, countries 
that have already established their Strategic Analysis 
and Knowledge Support System (SAKSS) platforms—

are publishing national versions. Since 2011, the ATOR 
features a topic of strategic importance to the CAADP 
agenda. For example, the 2012 report takes an in-depth 
look at trends in public agricultural expenditures and how 
countries have fared against the CAADP 10 percent target. 
The 2013 ATOR examines global and regional trade trends 
and discusses how trade can foster economic growth and 
resilience of food systems. The 2014 ATOR focuses on 
Africa’s efforts toward achieving middle-income status 
by examining the progress and prospects for Africa’s 
growth beyond 2015. The 2015 ATOR looks at the current 
status of nutrition in Africa and analyzes the importance 
of dietary quality and diversity, the need to increase the 
nutrition sensitivity of agriculture, and the importance of 
strengthening capacities for mainstreaming nutrition. In 
addition to the featured topics, the ATORs provide trend 
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Malawi 14.5
Niger 13.5
Ethiopia 13.3
Zimbabwe 10.3
Mali 10.0
Burkina Faso 10.0

Source: ReSAKSS based on IFPRI (2015), World Bank (2016), and national sources.

Notes: The CAADP Compact groups refer to the period during which groups of 
countries signed their CAADP Compacts. “CAADP Compact not yet” refers to 
the group of countries that have not yet signed a CAADP Compact. Signing of 
a CAADP Compact represents a major milestone that demonstrates progress in 
CAADP implementation.



data for key CAADP indicators using the CAADP Results 
Framework.

The Africa-wide ATOR is presented at the annual CAADP 
Partnership Platform meeting and the ReSAKSS annual 
conference, important forums that bring together policy 
makers, researchers, farmers’ groups, the private sec-
tor, civil society, and donors to deliberate on progress in 
CAADP implementation.

KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT AND COMMUNICATION

By serving as a knowledge platform and resource store-
house, ReSAKSS supports policy planning and analysis, as 
well as dialogue on CAADP and, more broadly, Africa’s 
agricultural and rural development.

The ReSAKSS website tracks CAADP indicators outlined 
in the CAADP Results Framework (2015–2025), including 
the 2014 Malabo Declaration targets. The website fea-
tures a mapping tool, datasets, ReSAKSS publications, and 
resources on the CAADP implementation process. In addi-
tion, ReSAKSS uses various social media platforms and 
regularly distributes a newsletter on African agricultural 
development.

ReSAKSS has developed a country eAtlas, a mapping 
tool to help policy makers and analysts access and utilize 
disaggregated, high-quality data on agricultural, socio-
economic, and biophysical indicators. The eAtlas tool 
allows SAKSS platforms to collect, analyze, and dissemi-
nate data widely. It can also be used for typology, priori-
tization targeting, and M&E of agricultural policies, inter-
ventions, and investment programs.

CAPACITY STRENGTHENING

With an eye to building institutional and technical capac-
ity, ReSAKSS shares best practices for data collection and 
analysis; collaborates on strategic analysis with in-country 
partners; and organizes trainings, workshops, and confer-
ences.

At the country level, ReSAKSS works with the CAADP 
teams to set up or strengthen SAKSS platforms rooted in 
the existing local capacities and infrastructure. The coun-
try SAKSS is a critical instrument for supporting the review 
of and dialogue on CAADP implementation at the country 
level.

ReSAKSS initiated the creation of country SAKSS plat-
forms in 2012 when it launched capacity needs assess-
ments in 15 countries, with plans to expand into addi-
tional countries. The assessments evaluate the human and 

institutional capacity necessary to improve the quality of a 
country’s agricultural policy planning and implementation. 
The outcome is now being used to guide establishment 
of SAKSS platforms that respond to countries’ technical 
and institutional realities. SAKSS platforms are now opera-
tional in Benin, Burkina Faso, the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC), Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Mali, Mozam-
bique, Rwanda, Senegal, Tanzania, Togo, and Uganda.

In 2013, ReSAKSS initiated work in five countries to 
strengthen their capacity to regularly undertake techni-
cally robust, comprehensive and inclusive agriculture joint 
sector reviews (JSRs), as a means of supporting mutual 
accountability. Between 2014 and 2015, ReSAKSS con-
ducted JSR assessments in 18 countries: Benin, Burkina 
Faso, Burundi, Côte d’Ivoire, DRC, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, 
Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Niger, Senegal, Swaziland, 
Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, and Zambia. Findings of the 
assessments have been incorporated into country JSR pro-
cesses where they exist and, where they do not, the find-
ings are used to initiate new JSR processes that reflect 
best practices introduced during the assessments. Another 
12 assessments were added in 2016, bringing the total 
number of countries with improved JSR processes to 30.

Our Structure
ReSAKSS is a knowledge-brokering platform organized 
around four primary nodes: one at the continental or 
Africa-wide level (ReSAKSS-AW) and three at the regional 
level: East and Central Africa (ReSAKSS-ECA), Southern 
Africa (ReSAKSS-SA), and West Africa (ReSAKSS-WA). 
The subregional nodes are hosted by the International 
Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) in Kenya, International 
Water Management Institute (IWMI) in South Africa, and 
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) in Nige-
ria, respectively.

IFPRI coordinates the ReSAKSS Africa-wide work under a 
governance structure that is chaired by the African Union 
Commission and NPCA. Each regional node is governed 
by a steering committee consisting of representatives 
from major CAADP stakeholder groups and chaired by 
the respective regional economic community. The steer-
ing committees provide oversight and ensure that the 
ReSAKSS agenda remains rooted in agricultural develop-
ment priorities, CAADP, and regional strategies.

ReSAKSS stakeholders and partners include govern-
ment agencies, policy makers—both international and 
domestic—policy analysts, donors, research institutes and 
researchers, the academic community, civil society, farm-
ers’ groups, and the private sector.



ReSAKSS Toolbox

ReSAKSS provides useful tools for a wide audience, including:

• ReSAKSS Annual Trends and Outlook Reports (ATORs)

• ReSAKSS Working Papers and Issue Notes: Publications based on analyses of key issues affecting Africa’s agricul-
tural and rural development, such as food price volatility, trade, resilience, agricultural investments, and approaches 
to agricultural input delivery.

• ReSAKSS Website: A wellspring of high-quality knowledge products that track progress, document success, and 
share lessons learned about agricultural and rural development policies and programs in Africa. It provides easy 
access to data, tools, analysis, news, knowledge products, and links to resources on CAADP implementation and 
other African agriculture and rural development strategies.

• ReSAKSS Mapping Tool: Includes more than 30 agricultural development indicators at the country, subregional, 
and continental levels presented in maps, charts, and downloadable datasets.

• ReSAKSS Country eAtlas: An internet-based, country-level geographic information system designed for use by 
policy makers, analysts, and other stakeholders to support evidence-based policy planning and implementation in 
Africa, as well as inclusive policy review and learning processes.

• Country and Regional Profiles: Benchmark progress toward CAADP targets and CAADP implementation at the 
country level; toward MDG hunger and poverty reduction targets; in capacity-strengthening activities; and in setting 
up of country SAKSS.

• Agriculture Joint Sector Reviews: Concepts, tools, and methodologies for more comprehensive, inclusive, and 
technically robust review processes and reports.

JOINT SECTOR REVIEW ASSESSMENT
Advancing Mutual Accountability through Comprehensive, Inclusive, and Technically Robust Review and Dialogue

ETHIOPIA JOINT SECTOR REVIEW ASSESSMENT
Advancing Mutual Accountability through Comprehensive, Inclusive, and Technically Robust Review and Dialogue

GHANA JOINT SECTOR REVIEW ASSESSMENT
Advancing Mutual Accountability through Comprehensive, Inclusive, and Technically Robust Review and Dialogue

MALAWI JOINT SECTOR REVIEW ASSESSMENT
Advancing Mutual Accountability through Comprehensive, Inclusive, and Technically Robust Review and Dialogue

MOZAMBIQUE

EVALUATION DES PROCESSUS DE REVUE
CONJOINTE DU SECTEUR AGRICOLE

Promouvoir la responsabilité mutuelle par des processus de revue et de dialogue complets, inclusifs et
techniquement robustes

SENEGAL JOINT SECTOR REVIEW ASSESSMENT
Advancing Mutual Accountability through Comprehensive, Inclusive, and Technically Robust Review and Dialogue

TANZANIA EVALUATION DES PROCESSUS DE REVUE 
CONJOINTE DU SECTEUR AGRICOLE

Promouvoir la responsabilité mutuelle par des processus de revue et de dialogue complets, inclusifs et 
techniquement robustes

BURKINA FASO



ReSAKSS West Africa (ReSAKSS–WA)
Host Institution: International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA)
Key Partner: Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)

ReSAKSS East and Central Africa (ReSAKSS–ECA)
Host Institution: International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI)
Key Partner: Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)

ReSAKSS Southern Africa (ReSAKSS–SA)
Host Institution: International Water Management Institute (IWMI)
Key Partner: Southern African Development Community (SADC)

ReSAKSS Africawide (ReSAKSS–AW)
Host Institution: International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)
Key Partners: NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency (NPCA), the African 
Union Commission (AUC)
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Goals & Principles of CAADP
After the first 10 years of CAADP implementation, characterized by the longest-lasting period of sustained agricultural 
and overall economic growth, African heads of state and governments, at their Summit in July 2014 in Malabo, recom-
mitted to uphold targets and principles of CAADP. CAADP is designed to help African countries eliminate hunger, 
reduce poverty, and achieve economic growth through agriculture-led development.

CAADP’s core principles and goals, including the new Malabo commitments, are:

• achieve a 6 percent annual agricultural sector growth rate at the national level;

• allocate 10 percent of the national budget to the agricultural sector;

• triple intra-African trade in agricultural commodities and services by 2025;

• end hunger and halve poverty by 2025, through inclusive agricultural growth and transformation;

• promote inclusive and evidence-based policy planning and implementation; and

• conduct regular review, using the CAADP Results Framework, of agricultural sector performance to foster mutual 
accountability and results.

ReSAKSS is funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development (IFAD), and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Netherlands (MFAN). Earlier, ReSAKSS also received funding from the UK 
Department for International Development (DFID) and the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA).

www.resakss.org
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ReSAKSS-East and Central Africa
P.O. Box 30709
Nairobi, Kenya
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ReSAKSS-Southern Africa
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ReSAKSS-West Africa
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Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria
T: + 234 (2) 241 2626
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Email: resakss-africa@cgiar.org
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