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For more than 40 years, the International Food Policy 

Research Institute (IFPRI) has been providing cutting-edge 

research and policy options on food and nutrition security 

to partners in donor and recipient countries around the 

world. IFPRI’s partners in the United Kingdom have played an 

especially critical role, with the Department for International 

Development (DFID) serving as a generous and dependable 

donor and partner to IFPRI since 1984.
DFID’s support of IFPRI has led to substantial impacts on the ground. Through micronutrient-rich, biofortified 

crops, this support has enabled HarvestPlus to reach 20 million people, helping to improve their nutritional status 

and health. DFID’s support led to the Institute’s groundbreaking discovery that investing in the nutrition of young 

children has long-term positive health and economic impacts on their lives as adults. DFID’s support allowed IFPRI to 

furnish evidence that Ethiopia’s large social protection program was indeed helping at least 7 million people, and it 

supported the launch of the country’s first commodity exchange, providing farmers with critical market information. It 

also made possible the analysis of national agriculture and food security investment plans from 30 African countries, 

enabling them to secure more than half a billion US dollars to boost agricultural productivity and improve food and 

nutrition security among their populations.

These are just a few highlights of a longstanding and fruitful collaboration. IFPRI has long partnered with numerous 

other UK institutions, such as universities (key partners include the International Development Centre at Oxford 

University, Imperial College London, the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, and the University 

of Sussex); research organizations (Chatham House, Economic and Social Research Council, the Institute of 

Development Studies, International Growth Centre, and Overseas Development Institute); and others (such as the 

Children’s Investment Fund Foundation).

“IFPRI has done a lot to highlight the critical and potentially transformative role that women play in 

developing countries’ agricultural growth. In many ways, they have been thought leaders in research to 

understand the relationships between women and men in food and nutrition issues…[IFPRI is] at the heart 

of efforts to ensure that agriculture delivers for nutrition outcomes for women and children.”  

Tim Wheeler, Deputy Chief Scientific Adviser, DFID at IFPRI’s 40th Anniversary Celebration on November 18, 2015
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IFPRI’s governance and strategic directions have benefited from strong representation from the United Kingdom on the IFPRI 

Board of Trustees. Trustees who have served in a personal capacity include:

 � Andrew Shonfield (1976–1979), Director of the Royal Institute of International Affairs (known as Chatham House) and Professor 

of Economics at the European University Institute in Florence

 � Nicholas Stern (1991–1993), Professor of Economics at the London School of Economics 

 � Gordon Conway (1995–1997), Vice-Chancellor of the University of Sussex and Chair of the Institute of Development Studies

 � Frances Stewart (2000–2006), Professor of Development Economics and Director of the Centre for Research on Inequality, 

Human Security and Ethnicity (CRISE), University of Oxford

 � Barbara Harriss-White (2006–2012), Director of Queen Elizabeth House (International Development) and Founder-Director of 

the Contemporary South Asian Studies Programme (School of Interdisciplinary Area Studies), University of Oxford

 � Simon Maxwell (2013–2018), Senior Research Associate, Overseas Development Institute and Emeritus Fellow, Institute of 

Development Studies

According to the investment priorities set forth by the 2016 DFID Research Review, the agency plans to continue  

its large-scale research investment into sustainable agriculture, nutrition and food security, and resilience to climate 

change in developing countries. IFPRI’s key strategic research areas, outlined in its 2013–2018 strategy, mirror  

these priorities.

This brochure highlights some of the key collaborations between IFPRI and DFID. If past achievements are any 

indication, this valued partnership will continue to provide evidence that can help reduce poverty and improve food 

security and nutrition for the world’s poor for many years to come.
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HELPING AGRICULTURE 
IMPROVE NUTRITION
Undernutrition is a global challenge with huge social 

and economic costs. It kills and stunts millions of young 

children annually, curbs their educational prospects, 

and reduces their income as adults. Underweight 

mothers are more likely to give birth to underweight 

children, perpetuating malnutrition across generations. 

Micronutrient malnutrition, a widespread deficiency in 

essential minerals and vitamins, can also be devastating: 

it can cause blindness, affect physical and mental 

development in children, increase susceptibility to 

infectious diseases, and even lead to premature death.

Agriculture has a unique role to play in improving 

nutrition by ensuring not just the production of enough 

food, but also the right types of foods that constitute 

a healthy, diverse, and nutritious diet. Agricultural 

activities also employ the world’s rural poor people, 

allowing them to invest and engage in their households’ 

nutrition and health. DFID-supported research by IFPRI 

on agriculture and nutrition has led to tremendous 

impact in the lives of poor farming households, from 

the development of nutritious staple crops to the 

formulation of policies that build upon the synergies 

between agriculture and nutrition to improve the 

lives of people for whom other health and nutrition 

interventions might be out of reach.

HarvestPlus

HarvestPlus is a joint venture of IFPRI and the 

International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT).  

Since 2004, HarvestPlus has sought to reduce 

micronutrient malnutrition through biofortification, 

conventionally breeding staple food crops with higher 

levels of key micronutrients—namely, iron, vitamin 

A, and zinc, which are identified by the World Health 

Organization as among the most limited in diets. 

HarvestPlus, supported by several transformational 

donors including DFID, targets staple crops that 

comprise the majority of the diets of the poor and 

malnourished in Asia and Africa. Currently available 

biofortified crops include beans, cassava, maize, pearl 

millet, rice, sweet potato, and wheat.

By the end of 2016, HarvestPlus and partners had 

reached 20 million people with biofortified crops. The 

impacts on nutrition are noteworthy. In Africa, a pilot 

dissemination project to promote vitamin A–biofortified 

orange-fleshed sweet potato (OSP) among rural 

farming communities doubled vitamin A intake among 

women and children in Mozambique, and increased 

children’s vitamin A intake by two-thirds and improved 
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their vitamin A status in Uganda. These findings were 

published in the British Journal of Nutrition and the 

Journal of Nutrition and attracted significant media 

coverage.  Evidence of nutritional efficacy of other 

biofortified crops (vitamin A maize in Zambia, iron 

beans in Rwanda, and iron pearl millet in India) has 

been equally promising, with regular consumption of 

biofortified crops resulting in significant improvements 

in micronutrient deficiency status and even improving 

health status among target populations (such as 

improved night vision and reduced frequency and 

duration of diarrhea).

Other notable achievements of HarvestPlus include  

the following:

 � By the end of 2016, more than 100 varieties of 10 

crops were being tested or are already available in 

more than 50 countries.

 � In Nigeria, 2.5 million people have been reached with 

vitamin A cassava planting material.

 � In Rwanda, 10 high-iron bean varieties have been 

released since 2010. A nationally representative 

adoption study conducted in 2015 showed that in the 

8 seasons since their introduction, 3 in 10 farmers had 

planted at least one iron bean variety in at least one 

season, and in the study season 1 in 5 farmers were 

planting an iron bean variety. A recent efficacy study 

showed that iron-biofortified beans reduced anemia 

and iron deficiency in Rwandan women in under 

five months. Forthcoming manuscripts also show 

functional improvements in physical performance 

and tests of memory and attention among women 

consuming iron beans.

 � In India, through a partnership with a private seed 

company, high-iron pearl millet had reached 1 million 

people in 2015. An efficacy study found that regular 

consumption of iron pearl millet could reverse iron 

deficiency in school-aged children in six months; 

further analysis shows nutritional improvements were 

accompanied by functional outcomes, including 

CGIAR RESEARCH PROGRAM ON AGRICULTURE FOR  
NUTRITION AND HEALTH (A4NH)
The CGIAR Research Program on Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH) is led by IFPRI with seven managing partners and is 

funded by DFID and other donors. Launched in 2012, A4NH focuses on improving food and nutrition security for health. It looks 

at ways to transform the agricultural production and consumption of healthy, affordable, and safe foods, and places a strong 

emphasis on gender and equity. The program completed its first phase in 2016, and launched its second phase in 2017, including 

a new research area on improving human health co-led by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and ILRI.

A4NH has had several important achievements since its inception:

 � It has conducted evidence reviews and analysis for DFID’s Zoonosis and Emerging Livestock Systems (ZELS) initiative, as well 

as its programming on livestock and fisheries-linked antimicrobial resistance, and on food safety in developing countries. 

 � It has partnered with the public and private sectors to scale up nutrition- and health-friendly innovations such as the 

development and application of aflasafe™, a technology that controls aflatoxin levels in maize production.

 � It has conducted rigorous impact evaluations documenting the effects of nutrition-sensitive agricultural  

programs, including orange-fleshed sweet potato, on mothers’ and children’s diets and health outcomes, and on  

women’s empowerment.

 � It has developed new frameworks and tools for understanding the pathways through which agricultural development 

influences nutrition outcomes. These tools have been widely adopted by partners such as the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID) and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
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improvements in physical activity and  

cognitive function. 

 � In Bangladesh, HarvestPlus reached 160,000 

households with zinc rice in 2015, far exceeding  

the original target of 11,000 households.

 � In Brazil, in a joint effort with Embrapa (the state-

owned Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation), 

HarvestPlus is introducing biofortified products in the 

school meals of 50,000 children.

Significant progress has also been made in integrating 

biofortification into national policies. HarvestPlus’s 

work contributed to Uganda’s local Scaling Up 

Nutrition (SUN) framework and new Nutrition Plan, 

and Nigeria’s Agricultural Transformation Agenda 

supports the dissemination of three new vitamin A–

rich cassava varieties to 1.8 million farmers. At the 

Second International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2) 

in 2014, representatives from Bangladesh, Malawi, 

Nigeria, Pakistan, and Uganda highlighted the role 

of biofortification in their national strategies to end 

malnutrition by 2025. Colombia and Panama have 

included biofortification in their national food security 

plans, while Nigeria, Rwanda, and Zambia have included 

it in their national nutrition strategies. HarvestPlus 

has also effectively engaged with the private sector. 

Partnerships with private companies have enabled the 

delivery of biofortified planting materials to 2 million 

farmers in nine countries in Africa and South Asia.

In recognition of the successes associated with 

biofortification, the 2016 World Food Prize, known as 

the “Nobel Prize for Agriculture and Nutrition,” was 

awarded to Dr. Howarth “Howdy” Bouis, the founder 

of HarvestPlus, along with three colleagues from the 

International Potato Center (CIP). In addition, OSP 

was recognized by TIME magazine as one of the top 

25 innovations of 2016. Also in 2016, HarvestPlus was 

named as one of eight semi-finalists for a US$100 million 

grant from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 

Foundation in a competition that seeks “bold solutions  

to critical problems of our time.” With the help of 

partners such as DFID, HarvestPlus is confident that 

it can reach 100 million people by 2020 and one 

billion people by 2030, helping to drastically reduce 

micronutrient malnutrition.

Improving Nutrition with Regional Alliances

The work of HarvestPlus makes clear that transforming 

whole food systems for nutrition requires wide-reaching 

alliances of stakeholders from multiple sectors. IFPRI 

and DFID’s partnership applies this inclusive approach 

at the regional level too. Transform Nutrition (TN) and 

Leveraging Agriculture for Nutrition in South Asia 

(LANSA) are two large DFID-supported consortia 

that are producing research on nutrition-specific and 

nutrition-sensitive interventions (such as agriculture, 

social protection, and women’s empowerment) in 

specific regions. 

The Transform Nutrition consortium, a six-year project 

led by IFPRI, is strengthening the evidence base for 

nutrition, working together with DFID, the Institute 

of Development Studies, and other partners. The 

program focuses on transforming thinking and action 
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on undernutrition prevention, with a particular focus on 

the 1,000-day window from pre-pregnancy to 24 months 

of age in South Asia and Africa south of the Sahara—the 

two regions with the highest burden of undernutrition. 

The consortium has had noteworthy outcomes. Policy 

makers in Ethiopia relied on evidence from TN to 

redesign the national Productive Safety Net Programme, 

a social protection program benefiting 10 million people, 

to help it address nutrition more explicitly. Similarly, 

policy makers in Bangladesh drew on TN evidence to 

formulate the nutrition section of the National Five Year 

Plan and the 2016 National Nutrition Plan of Action. 

Transform Nutrition’s work was also included in the 

formulation of the SUN Movement’s strategy framework, 

USAID’s Nutrition Strategy, and the report of the High-

Level Panel convened by then–UK Prime Minister David 

Cameron that informed Sustainable Development Goal 

2.2 on malnutrition.

Similarly, the Leveraging Agriculture for Nutrition 

in South Asia consortium seeks to understand how 

South Asian agriculture and related food policies and 

interventions can be designed and implemented to 

increase their impacts on nutrition, especially on the 

nutritional status of children and adolescent girls. LANSA 

is a six-year DFID-funded research program consortium 

2020 VISION CONFERENCE: 
LEVERAGING AGRICULTURE FOR 
IMPROVING NUTRITION AND 
HEALTH
In February 2011, IFPRI’s 2020 Vision Initiative brought 

together the agriculture, nutrition, and health sectors at 

an international conference on “Leveraging Agriculture 

for Improving Nutrition and Health” in New Delhi, India, 

to examine what changes are necessary to maximize 

agriculture’s contributions to human health and nutrition, 

and how human health and nutrition could contribute to 

a productive and sustainable agricultural system. DFID, 

together with a consortium of other sponsors, supported 

this international conference, which was attended by more 

than 1,000 participants from 65 countries. 

According to an independent assessment report, DFID used 

the materials and energy generated by the conference to 

help push and guide a major expansion of bilateral funding 

into the agriculture, nutrition, and health (ANH) arena. 

Following the event, a DFID-produced post-meeting report 

became a workplan for ramping up ANH work within the 

organization, including building capacity for ANH inside 

DFID, launching an internal speaker series on the topic 

and creating a distance-learning course based heavily 

on 2020 materials. DFID also added staff with expertise 

in agriculture and nutrition. According to senior officials 

within DFID, the 2020 Conference became part of DFID’s 

“institutional psyche” and “no other conference had the 

same momentum-building effect” inside the organization. 
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led by the M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, with 

five research partners including the Leverhulme Centre 

for Integrated Research on Agriculture and Health, the 

Institute of Development Studies, and IFPRI. 

Focal countries include Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 

India, and Pakistan. In one example of the consortium’s 

work, LANSA’s body of research in Bangladesh has 

revealed knowledge gaps and regional and seasonal 

discrepancies in maternal and childhood undernutrition. 

This evidence will be valuable for policy makers to better 

diagnose challenges and develop agricultural policies 

and interventions to improve nutrition.

ENABLING DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES TO LEAD  
THE WAY
IFPRI researchers explore the factors that shape 

countries’ choices of development pathways. They 

pinpoint the necessary preconditions for effective 

policy changes and identify the main drivers of 

economic growth, agricultural transformation, increased 

food security, and poverty reduction for developing 

countries. For years, IFPRI and partners such as DFID 

have been working with national governments and 

stakeholders to generate new knowledge, build local 

capacity, inform policy making, and improve the design 

PRESCHOOL NUTRITION IN 
GUATEMALA AND ZIMBABWE
DFID’s support of IFPRI has enabled researchers to 

produce landmark work confirming that early nutrition 

matters for development later in life. More specifically, 

IFPRI’s research has shown that investing in preschool 

nutrition has long-term positive health and economic 

impacts, and that failing to invest can wreak long-term 

damage. 

In 2006, IFPRI determined that undernourished 

preschoolers in Zimbabwe were three centimeters shorter 

than their peers, started school later, and completed fewer 

grade levels. This study was cited in DFID’s strategy paper 

The Neglected Crisis of Undernutrition: DFID’s Strategy 

and in its background paper The Neglected Crisis of 

Undernutrition: Evidence for Action. In 2009, in Guatemala, 

researchers showed that nutrition interventions in early 

childhood improved men’s hourly wages and men’s and 

women’s reading and cognitive abilities as adults. The 

United Nations cited the Guatemala study as strong 

evidence of the costs of preschool malnutrition in The 

Fifth Report on the World Nutrition Situation of its Standing 

Committee on Nutrition. 

The Copenhagen Consensus highlighted the results of 

both studies when it examined the potential returns from 

investments in addressing key global problem areas. 

These findings, described as among “the most innovative 

studies in the field of health and development,” were the 

first to show direct evidence of high adulthood returns 

on preschool-nutrition investments and confirmed 

IFPRI’s hypothesis that nutrition can be a driver for 

economic growth. 
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and implementation of national strategies for rural 

development, poverty reduction, and food security.

Promoting Social Protection and Sustainable 
Development in Ethiopia 

PRODUCTIVE SAFETY NET PROGRAMME

Over the years, Ethiopia has received a large share of 

Africa’s emergency food aid. In 2005, the Government  

of Ethiopia revised its strategy for distributing this aid 

and created Ethiopia’s Productive Safety Net Programme 

(PSNP). With an annual budget of approximately 

US$350 million, PSNP is the largest social protection 

program in Africa south of the Sahara (excluding South 

Africa).

In 2008, together with local partners and the support 

of DFID, IFPRI assessed the impact of PSNP and 

concluded that program participants were more likely 

to be food secure, borrow for productive purposes, use 

improved agricultural technologies, and operate their 

own nonfarm business activities. IFPRI’s research also 

indicated that PSNP was effective in keeping 7.6 million 

people from requiring emergency assistance. 

An external review of the Institute’s work concluded 

that it was extremely useful in identifying and resolving 

operational problems and in measuring program 

outcomes and impacts. IFPRI has also provided multiple 

donors with a common source of information about 

target populations and the impact of PSNP, harmonizing 

donor views regarding what was effective or not, and 

helping them pursue a common approach. 

IFPRI’s key role in monitoring and evaluating PSNP 

helped prompt donors to commit a further US$2.3  

billion for the program’s third phase of implementation 

(2011–2015). Development agencies including DFID and 

the World Bank provided additional funding to improve 

the nutrition of women and young children through 

community-oriented care and practices. Ethiopia’s 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development used 

IFPRI’s impact evaluation findings in its document Food 

Security Programme (2010–14): Productive Safety Net. 

The document acknowledged the need for broader 

economic- and market-oriented approaches to poverty 

reduction. In addition, the ministry confirmed its plans 

to employ the data collected by the impact assessment 

to gauge PSNP’s achievements and to inform efforts to 

improve it. 
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The World Bank’s decision to renew support for PSNP 

cited IFPRI’s assessments on two different occasions. 

The first was the Project Appraisal Document submitted 

to the World Bank Executive Board in 2008 in support 

of a request for the program’s five-year continuation 

with US$2.2 billion in funding. The second was in 2012 

when IFPRI’s evaluation work, completed in cooperation 

with the Institute of Development Studies, influenced 

the World Bank’s decision to provide PSNP with an 

additional US$370 million.

Since its launch in 2005, PSNP has grown from serving 

4.5 million people to 8.3 million people in 2015. IFPRI’s 

evaluation of the third phase of the program found that 

it had improved household food security and dietary 

diversity in the highlands regions. In these regions, 

public works transfers reduced distressed asset sales 

and increased the value of livestock holdings for the 

poorest 20 percent of households.

ETHIOPIA STRATEGY SUPPORT PROGRAM

Beyond PSNP, other critical work by IFPRI in Ethiopia has 

been carried out through the Ethiopia Strategy Support 

Program (ESSP), launched in 2004 with support from 

DFID and other donors. ESSP promotes sustainable 

development and poverty reduction in Ethiopia 

through policy-oriented research, capacity building, 

strengthening of institutions, and an open dialogue on 

economic and agricultural policy issues. 

IFPRI’s research and technical support for agricultural 

commodity markets led to the 2008 launch of the 

Ethiopia Commodity Exchange, which now generates 

market information for farmers and contributes to 

increased transparency of certain commodity prices. 

Policy research conducted by ESSP also contributed to 

important decisions and strategies of the Government 

of Ethiopia and donors, such as the design of the 

country’s national development strategy—the Growth 

and Transformation Plan (2015–2020). A 2012 study, 

Economic Benefits and Returns to Rural Feeder Roads: 

Evidence from a Quasi-Experimental Setting in Ethiopia, 

suggested that investments in rural feeder roads are a 

cost-effective means of addressing poverty. The findings 

contributed to the United Kingdom’s decision to give the 

Government of Ethiopia an £80 million grant for its rural 

road program.

ESSP’s active engagements with Ethiopian institutions 

through targeted training, technical support, and 

research collaborations strengthened the capacity of 

the Ethiopian Development Research Institute, the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, the 
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Ministry of Finance and Economic Development, the 

Central Statistical Authority, and the Ethiopian Institute 

for Agricultural Research, according to an independent 

impact assessment. ESSP also successfully trained 

more than 1,200 national researchers in modeling and 

mapping techniques, which have informed Ethiopia’s 

Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 

Programme (CAADP) goals.

Increasing Strategic Agricultural Public 
Spending in Nigeria

With the support of DFID, IFPRI has been at the forefront 

of measuring the impact of public expenditures on 

agricultural productivity and rural poverty for many 

years. The Nigeria Strategy Support Program (NSSP), 

launched in 2007, responds to the research, analysis, and 

capacity needs of the Federal Ministry of Agriculture 

and Rural Development and other key stakeholders 

in the research and policy communities. It also assists 

the Government of Nigeria and the private sector to 

enhance the agricultural sector’s productivity and its 

contribution to poverty reduction for the large portion of 

the poor who rely on agriculture for their livelihoods. 

A DFID-funded IFPRI evaluation found that public 

spending in agriculture was low at both the national and 

subnational levels, amounting to only 4.6 to 5.5 percent 

of total expenditures between 2008 and 2012. 

Furthermore, a large share of the funds were expended 

in operations, subsidy payments, and other items that 

do not create valuable and long-lasting assets. Much 

CGIAR RESEARCH PROGRAM ON POLICIES, INSTITUTIONS,  
AND MARKETS (PIM)
The CGIAR Research Program on Policies, Institutions, and Markets (PIM) is led by IFPRI, funded by DFID and other donors, and 

involves many partners. Launched in 2012, PIM focuses on the synergistic interaction between policy reforms and investment. The 

program completed its first phase in 2016, and launched its second phase in 2017. The evidence that PIM provides to underpin 

policy reform and institutional change matters because public funds for investment are limited, and choices carry significant 

trade-offs. Countries face different circumstances and resource endowments, and policy options must be based on evidence and 

tailored accordingly. 

PIM has greatly benefited from DFID’s support, conducting critical research on social protection and safety nets, agricultural 

growth, and rural transformation. Its accomplishments include:

 � The Ethiopian Ministry of Agriculture drew on results of IFPRI’s work on land tenure, which was co-financed by PIM, to modify 

the design of the DFID-funded Land Investment for Transformation (LIFT) program.

 � PIM supported the development of knowledge products known as Social Accounting Matrices, which were used to help 

design Ethiopia’s Second Growth and Transformation Plan; to study Malawi’s exchange-rate policy and its implications for 

agriculture; and to evaluate the effects of deforestation and other land-use changes in Zambia.

 � PIM supported the development of Arab Spatial, an e-Atlas of food security, and its country platforms (Iraq, Palestine, and 

Yemen Spatials). The Spatials were used by the Arab Forum for Environment and Development,  the UN Economic and Social 

Commission for Western Asia, and the European Union Institute for Security Studies, among others.

 � IFPRI’s analysis of land-use change associated with the biofuel policies of the European Union resulted in reduction of 

the biofuel mandate to 7 percent from the prior level of 10 percent, with clear recognition that the evidence provided by 

the IFPRI-PIM team contributed to this change. The reform will reduce CO2 emissions by 13 million tons by 2020, with an 

estimated 800,000 hectares of cropland saved annually from conversion to biofuel production.
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of the Institute’s work has been directed at resolving 

this issue. IFPRI facilitated revisions to the national 

agricultural strategy, which was submitted to the Ministry 

of Agriculture as an input to the National Agricultural 

Investment Plan. 

IFPRI also led a team to develop a policy matrix as an 

input to Nigeria’s New Alliance Cooperation Framework, 

which describes the vision for partnership and mutual 

commitments between the Government of Nigeria, 

donors, and the private sector as part of the New 

Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition. Approved by 

the Government of Nigeria in 2013, the policy matrix 

is one of the principal documents in the Cooperative 

Framework packet. IFPRI recommended that 

government agricultural spending at the local, regional, 

and national levels be raised, and that state and local 

governments increase internally generated revenue to 

reduce overdependence on federal allocations. 
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Further, IFPRI’s research revealed that improvements 

in collaboration across ministries and government 

levels could reduce the multiple inefficiencies in the 

budget process and implementation. The findings and 

recommendations of the study informed the Nigerian 

government’s decision to prioritize public spending in 

agriculture and to transform the agricultural sector.

CHAMPIONING  
EVIDENCE-BASED 
AGRICULTURAL POLICY
The 2014 Malabo Declaration sets out seven specific 

commitments for advancing the Comprehensive 

Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) 

and transforming Africa’s agricultural growth and 

development. In the declaration, African leaders 

recommitted to the principles and values of CAADP, 

including commitments to allocate 10 percent of 

national budgets to agricultural investment in order to 

help achieve a 6 percent annual agricultural growth rate. 

Early on, following the ratification of CAADP in 2003, 

there was an urgent need for knowledge and tools to 

guide the planning and implementation of the program. 

The then–Secretariat of the New Partnership for Africa’s 

Development (NEPAD) and leading development 

agencies, including DFID, requested that IFPRI support 

CAADP’s implementation agenda. IFPRI’s provision of 

technical assistance to the Secretariat (now the NEPAD 

Planning and Coordinating Agency), capacity building of 

regional economic communities, and establishment of 

the Regional Strategic Analysis and Knowledge Support 

System (ReSAKSS) have proved to be invaluable in  

this arena.

The IFPRI-facilitated ReSAKSS, established in 2006 with 

funding from DFID, gives countries and regions access to 

high-quality data, knowledge, and tools that are crucial 

to guiding strategic policy and investment decisions. 

ReSAKSS led the development of the first CAADP 

monitoring and evaluation framework for monitoring 

progress toward the successful implementation of 
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CAADP. More recently, it has also helped reshape the 

CAADP framework in response to the new targets and 

goals of the 2014 Malabo Declaration. ReSAKSS assisted 

the African Union Commission and the NEPAD Agency in 

developing the revised Strategy and Results Framework 

2015–2025 to provide parameters for benchmarking 

progress. It continues to track data on close to 40 

indicators to monitor CAADP implementation progress.

As of early 2017, 42 countries and 4 regional economic 

communities have signed CAADP compact agreements 

containing specific commitments to agricultural 

investment. Thirty of these countries successfully 

underwent rigorous technical reviews of their national 

agriculture and food security investment plans (NAIPs), 

with analyses and support from ReSAKSS, allowing 17 

countries to eventually secure a total of US$612 million 

from the multidonor Global Agriculture and Food 

Security Program. In 2016, ReSAKSS and IFPRI began 

supporting countries with the preparation of next-

generation NAIPs, including developing a toolbox that 

INNOVATIONS IN INDEX INSURANCE
Risk is part of everyday life for many of the world’s poorest households and when this risk is uninsured, it poses a considerable 

cost to current and future welfare. The lack of mechanisms for ensuring resilience, including functioning insurance markets, 

exacerbates poverty traps for many households in the developing world. Weather-indexed insurance products have the potential 

to help mitigate the impact of uncertain rainfall on the incomes of the rural poor. 

Under a project funded by DFID and other donors beginning in 2010, IFPRI looked at how to improve the potential of index 

insurance to enhance the resilience of smallholder farmers. The project developed simple and flexible products that are easy for 

smallholder farmers to understand and use. In addition, researchers examined how complementary interventions can improve the 

demand for and welfare impacts from these products. In Bangladesh and Ethiopia, for example, index insurance was combined 

with group savings and lending and with non-index insurance products. In India, insurance training was pooled with investments 

in weather station infrastructure. And in Uruguay, demand was gauged for flexible index insurance products—the insurance 

product IFPRI introduced in the country is now commercially available on the market for horticultural farmers in various regions 

and the government has committed additional resources to provide discounts on premiums for basic coverage.
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outlines metrics, analytical tools, and core programmatic 

components to guide the design of NAIPs and training 

local experts who will provide technical support to 

countries as they elaborate their NAIPs.

CAADP has helped to raise the profile of agriculture, 

leading several countries to meet the 10 percent 

investment target, and encouraging others to move 

in that direction. CAADP has been embraced as a 

framework for development assistance by multilateral 

and bilateral development agencies and has been 

adopted as a model of strategy development and 

implementation outside of Africa. For example, non-

African countries must follow a CAADP-like process  

to be eligible for the Global Agriculture and Food 

Security Program. Based on the Africa experience, 

ReSAKSS has now been expanded to Asia and Latin 

America and the Caribbean.

LOOKING FORWARD
DFID leads the United Kingdom’s work to end extreme 

poverty by tackling current global challenges to 

build a safer, healthier, and more prosperous world 

for people in developing countries. For more than 30 

years, this critical focus has fostered collaboration and 

partnership with IFPRI. Together, DFID and IFPRI have 

worked to address emerging development challenges, 

designed cutting-edge research programs, evaluated 

existing on-the-ground interventions, and produced 

new evidence to help developing countries make 

progress toward food security, improved health and 

nutrition, increased resiliency, and poverty reduction. 

With growing global challenges, such as increasing 

population, mass migration, and intensifying climate 

change, DFID and IFPRI’s shared vision and programs, 

which strive to achieve a world free from hunger, 

malnutrition, and poverty will continue to make a 

positive difference in people’s lives and will contribute to 

achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

IFPRI OFFICES AND COUNTRIES OF SIGNIFICANT RESEARCH
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40 Years of IFPRI Research: Working to Reduce Poverty 
and End Hunger and Malnutrition
Established in 1975, the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) provides research-based policy solutions 
to sustainably reduce poverty and end hunger and malnutrition in developing countries. Examples of the impact of 
IFPRI’s research include the following:

 � In Ethiopia, IFPRI’s research helped improve the 

Productive Safety Net Programme, which yielded 

welfare gains for 1.3 million poor people.

 � Through pioneering micronutrient-fortified crops, 

HarvestPlus has successfully reached 20 million 

smallholder farming families in low-income countries. 

 � In Bangladesh, IFPRI’s research contributed to a 

30 percent reduction in poverty for the ultra poor 

from 2011 to 2015.

 � Following IFPRI’s evaluation of Viet Nam’s rice market 

in the late 1990s, the government revised its policies, 

resulting in a US$61 million benefit to the economy 

and helping Viet Nam become the world’s third-

largest rice exporter.

 � IFPRI’s public-investment research contributed 

to China’s decision to allocate a third of its 2008 

stimulus package to improving rural infrastructure.  

In India, IFPRI’s research supported the creation of 

the Indian prime minister’s Rural Roads Program, 

which increased agricultural GDP by approximately 

US$1–5 billion.

 � Agricultural Science and Technology Indicators 

(ASTI) provides critical information to facilitate 

government investments in agricultural research and 

development.  

 � The Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index 

(WEAI) has been adopted by 19 USAID Feed the 

Future country programs, improving the inclusion of 

women in agriculture. 

For more examples, visit IFPRI at 40: 12 Stories of Making a Difference and IFPRI’s Outcome Brochures.

Since 2012, much of IFPRI’s work has been framed within the two IFPRI-led CGIAR Research Programs: Policies, 
Institutions, and Markets (PIM) and Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH), with additional contributions from 
the CGIAR Research Programs on Climate Change, Agriculture, and Food Security (CCAFS) and Water, Land, and 
Ecosystems (WLE). 

IFPRI strives to ensure its research outputs are communicated and translated into knowledge and capacity in the 
short term and into development impacts in the long term.

INTERNATIONAL FOOD POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE
A world free of hunger and malnutrition
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