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HIGHLIGHTS

IFPRI and USAID Partnership



For four decades, the longstanding collaboration between the 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the 
International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) has been crucial to 
helping developing countries attain agriculture-led economic growth. 
The innovative programs and strong evidence base produced 
through this partnership have contributed to transforming policies 
and investments for improved food security, nutrition, incomes, and 
resilience around the world.

USAID and IFPRI have been working together to understand and leverage the vast potential of agriculture to achieve 

food security. USAID recognizes that to unlock agriculture’s potential, innovation through new technologies and 

strategic evidence-based policies are necessary. USAID’s early collaborations with IFPRI, which remain relevant today, 

analyzed fertilizer policy and agricultural growth linkages in India, food subsidy systems in Egypt, and food security 

in several African countries, and explored cutting-edge ideas such as breeding essential micronutrients into staple 

crops. The partnership expanded to support broad-based economic growth, emphasizing income opportunities 

created through trade and improved markets. In the early 2000s, IFPRI served as a partner to the US Initiative to End 

Hunger in Africa. More recently, IFPRI assisted in the evaluation and implementation of the US government’s Feed 

the Future initiative to address the root causes of poverty and hunger. The outcomes of this partnership include 

providing critical support to developing countries that allows them to drive their agricultural development, advance 

nutrition for the most vulnerable, inform agricultural growth in Africa, improve livelihoods, strengthen resilience, and 

empower women in agriculture.

IFPRI has long collaborated on research initiatives with US universities, including Michigan State, Cornell, Tufts, and 

the University of California–Davis, and lent its research and technical expertise to other US agencies, including the 

Department of Agriculture and the Millennium Challenge Corporation, to assist in their efforts to feed the world and 

fight global hunger.

This brochure presents highlights of key USAID-IFPRI collaborations.

“In the US government, we have embraced so much of what IFPRI has done in the…Feed the Future 

initiative. We’ve learned so much and have re-engaged…IFPRI has really continued to push the 

envelope—the Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index, the Global Hunger Index—these are helping 

us make the case [for investing in agriculture]. And at USAID, we rely heavily on IFPRI’s work to sustain our 

effort. IFPRI has continued, I think, to have incredible impact on decision makers.” 

Rob Bertram, Chief Scientist, Bureau for Food Security, USAID, at IFPRI’s 40th Anniversary Celebration on November 18, 2015.
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Partnering with Countries to 
Improve Food Security and 
Drive Rural Development
To achieve lasting development outcomes that lead 

to food security, improved nutrition, and pro-poor 

growth, strong country commitment and leadership 

are necessary. Developing countries can better achieve 

these goals if they are guided by evidence and have 

the local capacity to make strategic decisions and 

investments. For more than 10 years, USAID and 

IFPRI, along with other partners, have been working 

with national governments and stakeholders through 

Country Strategy Support Programs (CSSPs) to generate 

new knowledge, build local capacity, inform policy 

making, and improve the design and implementation 

of national strategies for rural development, poverty 

reduction, and food security. This partnership is 

strategically focused on advancing evidence-based 

support for policy change and enhancing the quality 

and effectiveness of decision making.

Ethiopia Strategy Support Program

At the request of the Government of Ethiopia, USAID 

and IFPRI, with support from the UK Department 

for International Development (DFID), the Canadian 

International Development Agency, the Netherlands, 

and Irish Aid launched the Ethiopia Strategy Support 

Program (ESSP), the first CSSP, in 2004. ESSP is a 

collaborative program between IFPRI and the Ethiopian 

Development Research Initiative (EDRI). The program 

provided significant technical and analytical support 

that helped establish the Ethiopia Commodity Exchange 

(ECX) in 2008. By generating vital market information on 

important crops, the ECX created a more transparent 

commodity pricing system in Ethiopia.

Policy research conducted by ESSP contributed to 

important strategies and decisions made by the 

Government of Ethiopia and donors. Teaming up with 

Ethiopia’s Economic Policy Analysis Unit, ESSP presented 

evidence on the effects of particular types of agricultural 

investment on growth and reducing poverty, which 

contributed to the design of the country’s Growth 

and Transformation Plan (2015–2020)—the national 

development strategy. Another study in 2012, Economic 

Benefits and Returns to Rural Feeder Roads: Evidence 

from a Quasi-Experimental Setting in Ethiopia, suggested 

that investments in rural feeder roads are a cost-effective 

means of addressing poverty even in unfavorable settings 

where agricultural productivity is low, farmers lack 

nonfarm income opportunities, and motorized transport 

services are not readily available. The findings contributed 

to the United Kingdom’s decision to give the Government 

of Ethiopia an £80 million grant for its rural road program.

ESSP’s active engagement with Ethiopian institutions 

through targeted training, technical support, and 

research collaboration strengthened the capacity of 

the Ethiopian Development Research Institute (EDRI), 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, the 

Ministry of Finance and Economic Development, the 

Central Statistical Authority, and the Ethiopian Institute 

for Agricultural Research, according to an independent 

impact assessment. ESSP also successfully trained 

more than 1,200 national researchers in modeling and 

mapping techniques, which have informed Ethiopia’s 

Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 

Programme (CAADP) targets and strategies.
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Bangladesh Policy Research and Strategy 
Support Program

In Bangladesh, the Policy Research and Strategy Support 

Program (PRSSP)—the largest project IFPRI has in the 

country—has played a critical role in helping the country 

achieve remarkable progress in strengthening its food 

and nutrition security. This builds on earlier USAID-IFPRI 

work in the country, notably the design and evaluation 

of the Food for Education program in the 1990s, which 

reached 11.2 million people. PRSSP, launched in 2010, 

fills the need for demand-driven food and agriculture 

research in response to Bangladesh’s country investment 

plan for agriculture, food security, and nutrition.

The Transfer Modality Research Initiative (TMRI), a recent 

PRSSP study done in collaboration with USAID, DFID, 

the CGIAR Research Program on Policies, Institutions, 

and Markets (PIM), the German Ministry for Economic 

Cooperation and Development, the Swiss Agency for 

Development and Cooperation, and the World Food 

Programme, evaluated the impacts of five types of social 

safety-net transfers on income, food security, and child 

nutrition. The TMRI led to an unprecedented decrease 

in child stunting by 7 percentage points over the project 

period—an achievement almost three times the national 

average decline—by combining cash or food transfers 

with nutrition education. This research was used by the 

Government of Bangladesh, along with other sources, 

to integrate nutrition education into the National 

Social Protection Strategy and the 7th Five-Year Plan 

(2016–2020). During consultations for the 2016 National 

Nutrition Plan of Action (NPAN), UNICEF and World 

Bank missions in Bangladesh referenced TMRI findings 

to highlight the importance of nutrition education in 

improving children’s nutrition.

The largest work that PRSSP has done in partnership 

with USAID is the Bangladesh Integrated Household 

Survey (BIHS), which was developed in 2011. The 

survey collects critical poverty, nutrition, food security, 

gender, and other data from 6,500 participating 

households. A part of the survey was designed to track 

the progress of USAID’s Feed the Future program. As 

the most comprehensive, nationally representative rural 

household survey, the BIHS has been instrumental in 

guiding several policy and investment decisions that 

reduced poverty in Bangladesh. For example, through 

this survey, USAID and the Government of Bangladesh 

were able to demonstrate the positive impact of their 

development initiatives—a nearly 16 percent reduction in 

poverty from 2011 to 2015 within Feed the Future zones 

of influence. In addition, the World Bank used the BIHS 

dataset to prepare a US$500 million loan agreement 

with the Government of Bangladesh to help its safety-

net programs better target the most vulnerable. In 2016, 

IFPRI released the second-round dataset with additional 

insights on the long-term impact of education programs 

and the changing landscape of child marriage.

Working closely with the Bangladesh Ministry of 

Agriculture, PRSSP helped launch the ministry’s 

Agricultural Policy Support Unit (APSU) in 2012 to deliver 

evidence-based information to policy makers. Some 

of the unit’s work included developing policies that 

helped improve agricultural productivity in the Teesta 

River Basin region, which includes about 14 percent of 

Bangladesh’s cultivated land. In addition, APSU, with 

technical assistance from PRSSP, successfully prioritized 

147 projects with a total budget of US$2 billion from 

fiscal year 2014–2015 to 2018–2019.

Pakistan Strategy Support Program

Building on earlier USAID-funded work, USAID and IFPRI 

have been implementing the Pakistan Strategy Support 

Program (PSSP) since 2011 toward pro-poor agricultural 

growth and food security. With funding from USAID 

and later the CGIAR Research Program on Policies, 

Institutes, and Markets, PSSP helped promote reforms 

in the fertilizer sector. IFPRI’s evaluation demonstrated 

that fertilizer subsidies led to billions of dollars of lost 

government revenues and did not benefit smallholder 

farmers. Partly due to these findings, the Government of 
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Pakistan adjusted its fertilizer policies and packages in 

2015 to reduce fertilizer prices, which directly benefited 

smallholders. Another series of studies identified 

measures that could lead to better management of 

growing water scarcity in the country. Research results 

were used as input into the final draft of the National 

Water Policy, completed in early 2016 and currently 

under Senate review. PSSP has also built local capacity 

and research expertise through competitive grants 

awarded to 61 Pakistani researchers to work on the 

country’s development objectives.

Nigeria Strategy Support Program

In 2007, USAID and IFPRI established the Nigeria 

Strategy Support Program (NSSP) in partnership with the 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

to help forge and implement the country’s rural 

development strategies. In 2013, an extensive analysis of 

the rice import tariff in Nigeria by NSSP, Policy Options 

for Accelerated Growth and Competitiveness of the 

Domestic Rice Economy in Nigeria, found that higher 

tariffs did not stimulate local production or help the 

country reach self-sufficiency in rice, but did increase 

smuggling. This evidence informed discussions about 

the tariff that led to the government’s decision to lower 

the tariff from 110 percent to 60 percent.

CGIAR RESEARCH PROGRAM ON POLICIES, INSTITUTIONS,  
AND MARKETS (PIM)
The CGIAR Research Program on Policies, Institutions, and Markets (PIM) is led by IFPRI, funded by USAID and other donors, and 

involves many partners. PIM focuses on the synergistic interaction between policy reforms and investment. The evidence that PIM 

provides to underpin policy reform and institutional change matters because public funds for investment are limited, and choices 

carry significant trade-offs. Countries face different circumstances and resource endowments, and policy options must be based 

on evidence and tailored accordingly. Launched in 2012, PIM completed its first phase in 2016 and began its second phase as one 

of four CGIAR Global Integrating Programs in 2017.

PIM has greatly benefited from USAID’s support to conduct critical research on agricultural growth and rural transformation, 

biosafety, foresight, social protection and safety nets, and women’s empowerment, among other topics. Its accomplishments 

include the following:

 � The Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index (for more information, see “The Gender Factor” section below). 

 � Modeling tools: PIM’s foresight team, which involves all CGIAR Centers and several US universities, has improved modeling 

tools with applications at the country, regional, and global levels. More than 100 people from 42 institutions and 30-plus 

countries have been trained to use IFPRI’s International Model for Policy Analysis of Agricultural Commodities and Trade 

(IMPACT). Users of the PIM foresight results include CGIAR, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, FAO, OECD, and USAID.

 � Social Protection Programs: PIM’s research has helped to improve the effectiveness of several major social protection 

programs. Rigorous impact assessment studies carried out by PIM researchers have helped to increase investment in social 

protection programs, reaching 7.6 million beneficiaries in Ethiopia and more than a million beneficiaries in Bangladesh and in 

Tanzania.

 � Social Accounting Matrices (SAMs): PIM supports the updating of SAMs and accompanying national models, which are used to 

support policy analyses in many countries. Examples include the design of Ethiopia’s Second Growth and Transformation Plan; 

an analysis of Malawi’s exchange-rate policy and its implications for agriculture and food security; and a study of the effects of 

deforestation and other land-use changes in Zambia.
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NSSP has helped Nigeria make headway in increasing 

investment toward inclusive agriculture-led growth. In 

2013, Nigeria was admitted into the New Alliance for 

Food Security and Nutrition—an initiative that came 

out of the G8 commitment to catalyze private-sector 

investment in African agriculture. NSSP led a team that 

developed a policy matrix that was incorporated into 

Nigeria’s New Alliance Cooperation Framework, which 

facilitated the country’s admission into the initiative. 

Under the New Alliance, development partners have 

committed to investing about US$500 million into 

Nigeria’s agriculture sector from 2013 to 2016.

Malawi Strategy Support Program

In Malawi, USAID and IFPRI launched the Malawi 

Strategy Support Program (MaSSP) in 2009 to 

collaborate with the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 

Security in reaching the country’s agricultural, food 

security, and poverty reduction goals. Challenges 

MARTIN J. FORMAN LECTURES
Since 2002, IFPRI has been holding an annual lecture 

commemorating the significant contributions of Dr.  

Martin J. Forman. Dr. Forman, who headed the Office 

of Nutrition at USAID for more than 20 years, had an 

outstanding impact on global nutrition, drawing attention 

to the important role of nutrition in development. He 

also played a critical role in the formulation of the United 

Nations’ Subcommittee on Nutrition and of several 

micronutrient initiatives. 

Every year, lecturers are invited to present their personal, 

and often unconventional views, about issues surrounding 

nutrition. High-level speakers from around the world 

have shared their ideas, experiences, and expertise that 

have enriched the Annual Martin J. Forman Memorial 

Lectures, including a Nobel Peace Prize winner, a former 

USAID Administrator, and heads of large international 

development organizations6
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to Soya Export Promotion, a recent examination of 

the soya export sector by MaSSP, motivated a review 

and current revision of the Control of Goods Act 

(expected to be finalized in 2017) to advance Malawi’s 

export activities. In 2014, MaSSP, in partnership with 

the Lilongwe University of Agriculture and Natural 

Resources, facilitated a national symposium that 

developed and presented recommendations to the 

Ministry of Agriculture to make the government’s 

Farm Input Subsidy Programme (FISP) more efficient 

in helping transform agriculture in Malawi. Among 

the recommendations, the Malawi government took 

up two for adoption and announced the reforms to 

FISP in a press release in October 2016: increase 

farmer contributions and private-sector involvement in 

distribution of farm input coupons.

Ghana Strategy Support Program

The Ghana Strategy Support Program (GSSP), 

established in 2005, produced critical evidence 

that contributed to the foundation of the country’s 

Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 

Programme (CAADP) process, roundtable, and 

country compact. For example, in 2008, GSSP’s paper 

“Accelerating Growth and Structural Transformation: 

Ghana’s Options for Reaching Middle-Income Country 

Status” was used as an input to the World Bank’s 

country economic memorandum and quoted in FASDEP 

II—Ghana’s agricultural policy document. GSSP also 

contributed its technical expertise and support to the 

Ministry of Food and Agriculture, which helped to 

advance Ghana’s agricultural statistics system. In 2011, 

the ministry’s statistical unit piloted an improved annual 

survey, attracting financial support from USAID to scale 

up the survey to more districts in 2014.

CGIAR RESEARCH PROGRAM ON 
AGRICULTURE FOR  
NUTRITION AND HEALTH (A4NH)
The CGIAR Research Program on Agriculture for Nutrition 

and Health (A4NH) is led by IFPRI with six other managing 

partners and is funded by USAID and other donors. 

Launched in 2012, A4NH seeks to realize the enormous 

potential of agricultural development to improve nutrition 

and health worldwide, while placing strong emphasis on 

gender and equity. A4NH completed its first phase in 

2016. In 2017, the program launched its second phase, 

which includes new flagships on food systems for healthier 

diets and improving human health.

A4NH achievements include the following:

 � partnering with the public and private sectors to scale 

up nutrition- and health-sensitive innovations such 

as the development and application of aflasafe™, a 

technology that controls aflatoxin in crops, through a 

joint effort by USDA and the International Institute of 

Tropical Agriculture, an A4NH managing partner;

 � conducting rigorous impact evaluations that document 

the effects of nutrition-sensitive agricultural programs 

such as biofortification of vitamin A, iron, and zinc on 

maternal and child health and nutrition outcomes, and 

on women’s empowerment;

 � developing new frameworks and tools for 

understanding the pathways through which agricultural 

development influences nutrition outcomes, and 

integrating these frameworks and tools into USAID 

planning and programming through a global learning 

and evidence exchange (GLEE); and

 � examining evidence on options for assessing and 

improving food safety in informal markets, where the 

poor buy and sell perishable, nutritious foods; together 

with USAID, the International Livestock Research 

Institute, an A4NH managing partner, has applied 

this research to global efforts to improve food safety 

in informal, formalizing, and formal food markets, 

including both domestic and export markets.
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Improving Nutrition in 
Vulnerable Countries
Recognizing that nutrition is one of the critical drivers 

of development, USAID and IFPRI have teamed up to 

build evidence-based strategies to scale up nutrition 

programs and their impact, increase transparency 

and accountability in achieving nutrition goals, and 

maximize synergies across agriculture, health, and social 

protection. The longstanding partnership between 

the two organizations reflects their shared objective of 

combating undernutrition, especially during the critical 

first 1,000 days of a child’s life.

HarvestPlus: Biofortification

Since the founding of HarvestPlus, a joint venture 

by IFPRI and the International Center for Tropical 

Agriculture (CIAT), USAID has been an important partner 

in addressing “hidden hunger”—malnutrition caused 

by micronutrient deficiencies—by breeding high levels 

of micronutrients into staple crops through a process 

called biofortification. HarvestPlus has successfully 

improved access to biofortified crops, resulting in 

improved nutrition for more than 20 million people. For 

instance, because of increased consumption, especially 

among children, of vitamin A–fortified orange sweet 

potato, in Mozambique the likelihood of experiencing 

diarrhea fell by 39 percent and the duration of diarrhea 

episodes decreased by more than 10 percent, and in 

Uganda the prevalence of diarrhea among children under 

three declined by approximately 50 percent. In Nigeria, 

2.5 million people have adopted vitamin A–fortified 

cassava. Ten high-iron bean varieties were introduced 

in Rwanda, reaching a total of 4.3 million people, and 

a study revealed that iron-deficient university women 

showed a significant increase in hemoglobin, ferritin, and 

total body iron after consuming biofortified beans for 

4.5 months. In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

high-iron bean varieties reached nearly 2 million people 

as of 2015. In India, more than a million people were 

given access to iron pearl millet, which decreased their 

likelihood of iron deficiency by 65 percent. In Bangladesh, 

HarvestPlus far exceeded its original target of reaching 

11,000 households with high-zinc rice, reaching 160,000 

households as of 2015.

Preventive versus Recuperative Nutritional 
Intervention Approach

In the early 2000s, the joint work of USAID, the USAID-

funded Food and Nutrition Technical Assistance (FANTA) 

project, and IFPRI influenced the global approach 

to nutrition interventions. Traditionally, nutrition 

programs administered interventions to children under 

age five only after they became undernourished—the 
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recuperative approach. Although new scientific evidence 

was surfacing that children under the age of two were 

more responsive to nutritional interventions, evidence 

was still lacking that this preventive approach would 

work in large-scale programs. To dig deeper, IFPRI, in 

collaboration with Cornell University, USAID, and World 

Vision in Haiti, examined maternal and child health and 

nutrition programs in Haiti from 2002 to 2006. The 2007 

report “Prevention or Cure? Comparing Preventive 

and Recuperative Approaches to Targeting Maternal 

and Child Health and Nutrition Programs in Rural Haiti” 

revealed that children who received the preventive 

approach experienced less stunting and wasting. The 

strong evidence from this study contributed to global 

acceptance of this new approach to combating child 

undernutrition. In fact, all organizations that were part of 

the 2008 USAID Title II Program adopted the preventive 

approach recommended by the study. The evaluation 

also encouraged World Vision to modify its programs in 

Central America and Ethiopia to adopt the new approach. 

This research, along with an IFPRI study in Guatemala, 

helped convince the global nutrition community, 

including the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement, to 

adopt a child’s first 1,000 days as the critical window of 

opportunity for improving nutrition.

USAID, FANTA, and IFPRI teamed up again in 2009 to 

conduct two evaluations to address several design and 

operational questions left unanswered by the earlier 

study on the preventive approach. Two programs that 

aimed at enhancing the health and nutritional status of 

children under two and pregnant and lactating women 

were evaluated: one in Burundi and one in Guatemala. 

IFPRI assessed the USAID-funded program Tubaramure 

in Burundi, and the Programa Comunitario Materno 

Infantil de Diversificación Alimentaria (PROCOMIDA), 

implemented by Mercy Corps, in Guatemala. Through 

IFPRI’s analysis, it was found that Tubaramure improved 

household food security, advanced complementary 

feeding and hygiene practices, and reduced stunting. 

Assessment of PROCOMIDA showed that the program 

effectively improved breastfeeding and complementary 

feeding practices as well as hygiene practices and 

reduced stunting for children receiving nutrition 

interventions before the age of two. Together, the two 

studies further solidified the effectiveness and merit of 

the preventive approach.

THE POWER OF AGRICULTURE TO FEED THE FUTURE
Both USAID and IFPRI know that unlocking the potential of agriculture is critical to breaking the vicious cycle of hunger, 

malnutrition, and extreme poverty. In 2010, the US government launched Feed the Future—the country’s global hunger and food 

security initiative with a comprehensive approach that draws on partnerships across sectors, country leadership, and a focus 

on achieving results. IFPRI has been providing technical, analytical, monitoring and evaluation, meeting, and communication 

support to the program, which has contributed to important successes for Feed the Future. In Bangladesh, the comprehensive, 

nationally representative survey IFPRI developed—the Bangladesh Integrated Household Survey—which also measures women’s 

empowerment using the Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index (WEAI), informed policy decisions, program improvements, 

and investments that led to a 16 percent decline in national poverty according to USAID’s 2016 Feed the Future Progress 

Report. Because adoption of the WEAI was an important part of monitoring and evaluation for the Feed the Future initiative 

in Bangladesh, USAID decided to collect these data for an additional 18 Feed the Future country programs, enabling them 

to capture data and insights on gender dynamics in agriculture and rural communities, providing information that could help 

program designers address barriers to gender equality within their programs. Further, IFPRI’s research has been contributing to 

other Feed the Future projects that aim to increase agricultural productivity, strengthen resilience, and make rural livelihoods 

profitable. Under the Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Small-Scale Irrigation, IFPRI is examining the potential for expanding 

irrigated agriculture in Ethiopia, Ghana, and Tanzania through improved and more effective use of scarce water supplies.
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Strengthening Partnerships, Results, and 
Innovations in Nutrition Globally

In 2011, USAID launched the Strengthening Partnerships, 

Results, and Innovations in Nutrition Globally (SPRING) 

project to scale up high-impact nutrition practices and 

policies from different countries. With assistance from 

IFPRI, SPRING provides governments with state-of-the-

art technical support focused on preventing stunting 

and maternal and child anemia in the first 1,000 days, 

linking agriculture and nutrition, and creating social and 

behavior change through communication. The 2015 

USAID Annual Report on SPRING showed that in three of 

its seven target countries, over 4 million people—mostly 

women and their children under the age of two living in 

the poorest areas—were reached with improved nutrition 

education and services.

Global Nutrition Report

With 159 million children under five suffering from 

stunting, 50 million from wasting, and nearly 2 billion 

adults from obesity, malnutrition is a global problem. To 

promote further action, transparency, and accountability 

toward improving nutrition, IFPRI and its partners, 

including USAID and the  CGIAR Research Program on 

Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH), developed 

and published the inaugural Global Nutrition Report in 

2014, with updated information on countries’ progress 

released in 2015 and 2016.

The Global Nutrition Report is the first of its kind—an 

independent, thought-provoking, and comprehensive 

report card on the world’s nutrition at the global, 

regional, and national levels. Since 2014, the report 

has been contributing to efforts toward the World 

Health Assembly (WHA) Goals for 2025. For example, in 

countries where the report shows significant progress, 

political resolve to end child malnutrition was reinforced. 
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Kenya’s first lady expressed great pride in the country’s 

commitment to meeting nutrition targets in exclusive 

breastfeeding, child obesity, child stunting, and child 

wasting during the launch of the 2016 Global Nutrition 

Report in the country. The report has also informed the 

strategies of numerous governments and international 

organizations, such as the United Nations Global 

Nutrition Agenda, released in 2015, and USAID’s 

“Multi-Sectoral Nutrition Strategy 2014–2025: Technical 

Guidance Brief on the Role of Nutrition in Ending 

Preventable Child and Maternal Deaths.” The credible 

and transparent measures presented by the report 

helped promote a culture of accountability in meeting 

the WHA goals. In 2015, the then-interim SUN Movement 

coordinator stated that the report is one of the important 

advances in the fight against malnutrition because it 

creates a standard measure to evaluate progress.

Championing Evidence-
Based Regional Agricultural 
Policies and Mutual 
Accountability
In 2003, African countries came together with a common 

vision to accelerate Africa’s growth through agriculture-

led development. Out of this vision, the African Union 

launched the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 

Development Programme (CAADP)—a policy framework 

for agricultural transformation, wealth creation, food 

security and nutrition, economic growth, and prosperity 

for all of Africa by addressing key policy and capacity 

issues affecting the agriculture sector. More recently, 

African leaders adopted the Malabo Declaration in 2014, 

which outlines seven commitments for transforming 

agricultural growth and development on the continent. 

These include committing to end hunger, reduce child 

malnutrition, and halve poverty by 2025; boosting intra-

African trade; enhancing resilience of livelihoods and 

production systems; and holding a biennial review to 

ensure mutual accountability for actions and results.

IFPRI leads the Regional Strategic Analysis and 

Knowledge Support System (ReSAKSS), a key initiative 

supporting CAADP, in close collaboration with USAID, 

the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the International 

Fund for Agricultural Development, and the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands. Established 

in 2006, ReSAKSS serves as a vital resource for the 

implementation of CAADP by giving countries and 

regions access to quality data, knowledge, and tools 

that are crucial to strategic policy and investment 

decisions. To date, 42 countries and 4 regional economic 

communities have signed CAADP compact agreements 

containing specific commitments to agricultural 

investment. Thirty of these countries successfully 

RESAKSS-ASIA
The accomplishments of the Regional Strategic Analysis 

and Knowledge Support System (ReSAKSS) in Africa 

motivated USAID and IFPRI to form ReSAKSS-Asia in 2013. 

Built on the research and capacity-building efforts of 

IFPRI’s ReSAKSS-Africa, the overall goal of ReSAKSS-Asia is 

to help fill key knowledge gaps, promote policy dialogue 

and sharing of experiences across countries in the region, 

and establish a website to serve as an accessible resource 

for information on issues related to agricultural growth, 

improved food security, and nutritional outcomes in the 

Asia region.

The ReSAKSS-Asia website includes open data sources, 

tools, and other research products. Additionally, the 

website creates an incentive for other researchers to 

share their research products through ReSAKSS-Asia. 

Data.gov, the open data site of the US government, lists 

the ReSAKSS-Asia website as a resource on global food 

security issues. ReSAKSS-Asia is also consolidating and 

expanding existing networks among national researchers 

in the region based on regional policy demand, 

particularly from the four Asian Feed the Future countries 

(Bangladesh, Cambodia, Nepal, and Tajikistan).
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underwent rigorous technical reviews of their national 

agriculture and food security investment plans with 

analysis and support from ReSAKSS. The investment 

plans have allowed 17 African countries to secure a total 

of US$612 million as of 2015 from the Global Agriculture 

and Food Security Program (GAFSP), a multilateral 

mechanism designed to improve incomes and food and 

nutrition security in low-income countries by boosting 

agricultural productivity through addressing the 

underfunding of countries’ strategic investment plans 

in consultation with donors and other stakeholders 

at the country level. Building on earlier country-level 

work, USAID and IFPRI began setting up in-country 

networks for continuous data and evidence generation 

through the Strategic Analysis and Knowledge Support 

System (SAKSS) in 2012. By mid-2016, 13 countries had 

launched this country-specific program. Starting in 

2015, ReSAKSS worked to equip all SAKSS platforms 

with a country eAtlas, a mapping tool for accessing and 

utilizing disaggregated agricultural, socioeconomic, and 

biophysical data in order to improve data systems, policy 

design, and evaluation. Policy makers can use the tool to 

monitor and prioritize agricultural policies, interventions, 

and investments. A total of 21 eAtlases have been 

developed for SAKSS platforms.

To help transform commitments into tangible results, 

ReSAKSS worked with the African Union Commission 

and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development 

Planning and Coordinating Agency to develop the 

CAADP Results Framework 2015–2025, which is 

designed to track progress in meeting the expanded 

targets set by the Malabo Declaration.

Agricultural joint sector reviews (JSRs) are an integral 

part of mutual accountability and provide a platform for 

the CAADP biennial review. Since 2014, ReSAKSS has 12
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conducted JSR assessments in 17 countries and with the 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) 

to evaluate the quality of agricultural review processes 

and develop action plans for establishing more regular, 

comprehensive, and inclusive JSRs. Recommendations 

from the assessments have been incorporated by 

countries with ongoing JSRs such as Ghana and Malawi, 

while other countries, including Senegal and Burkina 

Faso, have developed new JSR processes that reflect 

best practices.

To further strengthen regional and national capacity, 

the IFPRI-led African Growth and Development Policy 

(AGRODEP) Modeling Consortium was launched in 

2011. The consortium is positioning African experts to 

take a leadership position in analyzing and developing 

solutions to the broader, pressing agricultural growth 

questions facing African countries. Since its launch, the 

consortium has grown to 183 individual members from 

27 African countries, 30 percent of whom are women, 

who receive trainings and access to research grants, 

data, and economic modeling tools. 

Moreover, USAID has been a part of a broader donor 

network supporting the growth of CAADP and investing 

in strategic priorities outlined by countries through 

the Feed the Future initiative. As a partner to both 

USAID and CAADP, IFPRI has been delivering research, 

capacity building, and communications assistance 

to Feed the Future. An example of IFPRI’s support to 

Feed the Future is a highly influential study on the 

maize export ban in Tanzania. The prime minister of 

Tanzania said in his keynote speech at the conference 

“Accelerating Agricultural Transformation in Tanzania 

through Partnership” that “the research [by IFPRI] 

provided clear and convincing evidence on the export 

ban.” In 2012, the Government of Tanzania lifted the ban 

as the study recommended.

A 2020 VISION FOR RESILIENCE
USAID has been a critical partner to IFPRI and its 2020 Vision Initiative, which seeks to promote a shared vision and consensus for 

action to meet the world’s food needs while reducing poverty and protecting the environment. USAID has sponsored four 2020 

conferences—high-level global events that have featured USAID’s leadership in dialogues, debates, information sharing, and 

consensus building on key emerging issues affecting food and nutrition security.

The most recent conference held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia—“Building Resilience for Food and Nutrition Security”—aimed to 

integrate resilience into the post-2015 agenda and collaborate on solutions to help smallholder farmers and the poor better cope 

with increasing shocks. According to an independent impact assessment, the agency’s participation in this 2020 conference 

helped enhance USAID’s resilience agenda. After the conference, USAID officials who attended the conference conducted an 

internal debriefing with its Resilience Leadership Team to discuss and incorporate what they learned, particularly the value of 

social capital as a component of resilience. 
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Increasing Agricultural 
Productivity and Rural 
Incomes
Lifting people out of poverty is most often achieved 

through agriculture-led growth, specifically by increasing 

the productivity and market access of small-scale 

farmers, that results in higher incomes. USAID and IFPRI 

have been helping lead the way in changing policies 

and leveraging private-sector partnerships to provide 

farmers access to better quality inputs and services.

Cereal Systems Initiative for South Asia

Established in 2009, the Cereal Systems Initiative for 

South Asia (CSISA)—a project jointly implemented by 

IFPRI, the International Maize and Wheat Improvement 

Center (CIMMYT), and the International Rice Research 

Institute (IRRI), with support from USAID—has been 

fostering durable change at scale in the region’s cereal-

based cropping system. IFPRI’s work on the adoption of 

new technology, intellectual property rights, and public-

private partnerships, among others, has contributed to 

developing a more productive cereal system in  

the region.

One of IFPRI’s notable research projects for CSISA 

looked at the economic and environmental trade-offs 

associated with poorly targeted subsidies for laser land-

leveler (LLL) equipment in India. As part of this study, in 

2013 the government adopted CSISA-recommended 

alternative strategies, which improved the effectiveness 

of these subsidies in eastern Uttar Pradesh. In addition, 

from 2012 to 2015, CSISA helped establish networks 

of service providers that rent agriculture machines to 

smallholder farmers in eastern India. Because of better 

access to these machines, thousands of smallholder 

farmers increased their productivity. Over 50,000 

hectares of zero-tillage wheat was sown between 2013 

and 2014 across Bihar and Uttar Pradesh—42 percent 

more than the previous year. Additionally, IFPRI’s 

research strengthened the quality of the debate around 

the development of seed systems in South Asia. For 

example, IFPRI and CIMMYT contributed to discussions 

at the National Seed Summit in Nepal in 2015, which 

was convened by the country’s Ministry of Agricultural 

Development. This event translated Nepal’s Seed Vision 

2025 into concrete implementation steps, emphasizing 

reforms to the variety registration quality control and 

private-sector investment. The summit also facilitated a 

US$15 million investment from USAID to strengthen the 

country’s seed system.

Program for Biosafety Systems

Advancements brought by biotechnology—namely, 

improved crop varieties—have been known to 

enhance agricultural innovation, productivity, and 

farmers’ incomes. To support countries in Africa 

and Asia in the responsible development and use of 

biotechnology, USAID and IFPRI launched the Program 

for Biosafety Systems (PBS) in 2003. Since then, PBS 

has been providing technical support, legal analysis, 

and guideline-implementation assistance, as well as 

conducting outreach and training activities, which has 

helped push forward the passage of biosafety bills and 

related progress toward the responsible use  

of biotechnology.

The progress made by PBS is evident in its work in 

Nigeria, Uganda, and Viet Nam. In 2015, the technical 

assistance, capacity building, and awareness-

creation support that PBS provided to the Nigerian 

Federal Ministry of Environment’s National Biosafety 

Management Agency helped catalyze the passage 

of the National Biosafety Bill into law. In Uganda, the 

government is making headway with PBS’s assistance 

in the development of guidelines and implementation 

of field trials that contributed to the official introduction 

of a draft biosafety bill in the Parliament. In Asia, PBS’s 

research and partnership with Viet Nam’s Ministry of 

Natural Resources and Environment contributed to the 

ministry’s approval of the commercial cultivation of the 
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double stack corn seed, which is designed to control the 

most damaging corn pest in the region.

HarvestChoice

HarvestChoice is another cutting-edge program co-led 

by IFPRI and University of Minnesota with funding from 

the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, CGIAR Research 

Program on Policies, Institutions, and Markets, and 

USAID. This program generates reliable and accurate 

data, tools, and knowledge products that help guide 

strategic policy and investment decisions to improve 

the well-being of the poor in Africa south of the Sahara 

through more productive and profitable farming. The 

wealth of resources HarvestChoice has produced since 

its creation in 2010 has informed organizational and 

regional strategies to improve livelihoods. In 2015, 

HarvestChoice contributed data and analytical support 

to the World Bank’s flagship report, Confronting Drought 

in Africa’s Drylands: Opportunities for Enhancing 

Resilience, which identified promising interventions to 

build resilience, quantified their likely costs and benefits, 

and described potential trade-offs. The Association 

for Strengthening Agricultural Research in Eastern 

and Central Africa (ASARECA) used HarvestChoice’s 

data and analytics tool to develop spatially explicit 

strategies to better target its efforts to scale up 

agricultural technology in East and Central Africa. In 

2014, HarvestChoice’s district-level indicators were 

instrumental to the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s 

efforts to identify priority agricultural sectors (dairy, 

cotton, and others) in Ethiopia and Tanzania.

Rural Business Hubs in India

In 2008, USAID called on IFPRI to examine how the 

private-sector can catalyze rural competitiveness and 

foster inclusiveness through rural business hubs  15
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in India. IFPRI’s evaluation of these hubs in three Indian 

states helped private-sector partners cut down the 

cost and improve the quality of inputs and services 

provided to farmers, such as weather information, crop 

management advice, and access to markets and finance. 

In the state of Uttar Pradesh, IFPRI’s work helped identify 

opportunities and constraints in the dairy sector, leading 

to an investment of over US$1 million in the state’s dairy 

sector. Hariyali Kisaan Bazaar (HKB), a private Indian 

company, invested US$359,000 in contract farming  

for the production of certified wheat seed. In Madya 

Pradesh, ITC Ltd. made an additional investment of 

US$856,000 to develop markets for herbicides and 

pesticides, in part due to IFPRI’s evidence of high 

demand for these products.

Getting Ahead of the Game: 
Strengthening Resilience to 
Reduce Poverty
Over the years, various shocks (such as climate  

change and conflicts) have become increasingly 

frequent and intense in developing countries, adversely 

affecting agricultural growth, negatively impacting 

farmers’ lives, pushing people into poverty, and 

threatening people’s ability to lift themselves out of 

poverty. To help the most vulnerable people tackle 

these shocks in the long term, USAID and IFPRI 

have been working together to design innovative 

index insurance products to aid farmers facing crop 

losses due to severe weather conditions and to make 

agricultural development practices more sustainable. 

Access to efficient risk management mechanisms 

such as agricultural insurance during extreme weather 

conditions has been limited. This exacerbates common 

poverty-trap situations for many smallholder farmers. 

In 2010, USAID and IFPRI, with support from other 

collaborators, developed simple and flexible index 

insurance products in Bangladesh, Ethiopia, India, and 

Uruguay that are easy to understand and use. Evaluation 

results suggested that these financial products 

increased the welfare of farmers by helping mitigate the 

impact of climate-related shocks on the incomes of the 

rural poor.

In Ethiopia, IFPRI and USAID worked with Buusaa 

Gonofaa MFI and Oromia Insurance Company to offer 

the new insurance product. An examination of the index 

insurance showed that payouts did result in widespread 

improvements in welfare outcomes in villages where 

group risk-sharing was encouraged. In Bangladesh, the 

study showed an exceptional uptake of the flexible index 

insurance—developed with BRAC, Gram Unnayan Karma, 

the Meteorological Department, Bangladesh Bureau 

of Statistics, Ministry of Finance, and Data Analysis and 

Technical Assistance—that allows farmers to buy coverage 
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for the primary risks they face. In Uruguay, access to 

the index insurance helped educate farmers on how to 

protect their financial stability and how to better cope 

with climate-related shocks. In addition, the insurance 

product enhanced the Ministry of Agriculture’s efficiency 

in handling agricultural losses. By knowing exactly what 

is owed to farmers during crop failures, the ministry 

avoids long and costly negotiations and bargaining to 

determine payouts. The success of the pilot encouraged 

the Government of Uruguay to expand coverage to citrus 

crops and grains in other regions. Strengthening the 

resilience of smallholder farmers and the rural poor is 

often tied to their long-term ability to withstand, recover, 

and thrive in the face of shocks.

With support from USAID, notable progress was recently 

achieved in Colombia. In 2015, IFPRI researchers worked 

closely with Colombia’s Ministry of the Environment and 

Sustainable Development (MADS), the CGIAR Research 

Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food 

Security (CCAFS), the University of the Andes, and the 

International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), 

and produced the study “Low Emission Development 

Strategies in Agriculture: An Agriculture, Forestry, and 

Other Land Uses (AFOLU) Perspective.” The team 

successfully identified that the agriculture, forestry, 

and other land uses (AFOLU) sector offers the most 

promising opportunities for both climate-change 

mitigation and improved productivity. In preparation for 

the 21st Conference of the Parties (COP21), MADS drew 

heavily from the compelling findings and included the 

contributions of the AFOLU sector in its official Intended 

National Determined Contributions. In this document, 

Colombia offered an ambitious pledge to reduce its 

greenhouse-gas emissions by 20 percent by 2030, 

exhibiting a strong resolve to transform its development 

model to focus not only on economic growth but also on 

long-term sustainability and resilience.
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The Gender Factor: 
Understanding the Impact of 
Empowering Women
Women make up about 43 percent of the agricultural 

workforce in many developing countries, positioning 

them in a critical and transformative role in agricultural 

growth, food and nutrition security, and poverty 

reduction. Women also play an important role within 

their families as income earners and caregivers. In 2010, 

USAID approached IFPRI and the Oxford Poverty and 

Human Development Initiative to design the Women’s 

Empowerment in Agriculture Index (WEAI). The tool, also 

supported by PIM since 2012, monitors and supports the 

inclusion of women in agriculture as part of USAID, under 

the US Feed the Future initiative. WEAI measures the 

role and extent of women’s empowerment in agriculture 

relative to men within their households, providing a way 

to understand gender dynamics within households and 

communities. The index also helps identify the women 

who are disempowered and the areas in which they are 

disempowered, two major considerations in designing 

solutions to close the empowerment gap.

Since its launch in 2012, WEAI has been revolutionizing 

how women’s empowerment and their role in agriculture 

are seen and measured. The index has been adopted  

by 19 Feed the Future country programs for 

monitoring and impact evaluations to understand 

baseline conditions and track the changes in 

women’s empowerment as a direct or indirect result 

of interventions. It has also been used by at least 60 

organizations in 39 countries. In Bangladesh, the 2012 

BIHS, which collected the WEAI data, helped identify 

disempowerment gaps and motivated the Ministry of 

Agriculture to design interventions that will close those 

gaps. Bangladesh’s 7th Five Year Plan (2016–2020) 

used the analysis of BIHS and WEAI to reinforce the 

government’s commitment to ensuring “women’s 

advancement as self-reliant human beings.”

Because of the interest of many development 

organizations in adapting the WEAI, the Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation has funded a second phase of the 

Gender, Agriculture, and Assets Project (GAAP2), which 

is working with agricultural development projects to 

develop and test a project-level WEAI.  USAID, along 

with A4NH, is also supporting this effort, which builds 

on the original WEAI and will increase its relevance to 

agricultural development projects.

Looking Forward
Since its establishment in 1961, USAID has been  

leading the US government’s work to end extreme 

global poverty and enable resilient, democratic 

societies to realize their potential. For more than 

30 years, USAID’s emphasis on driving innovative, 

agriculture-led economic growth has fostered a deep 

engagement and partnership with IFPRI. Together, 

USAID and IFPRI have worked to address emerging 

development challenges, designed cutting-edge 

programs, and injected new evidence that helped 

developing countries make progress toward ensuring 

food security, improved nutrition, and poverty 

reduction. As the world looks ahead to a future of 

increasing population and intensifying pressures on 

natural resources, USAID and IFPRI’s shared vision of a 

world free from hunger, malnutrition, and poverty will 

continue to drive the two organizations’ partnership 

and leadership, which are critical to achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals.
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40+ Years of IFPRI Research: Working to Reduce Poverty 
and End Hunger and Malnutrition
Established in 1975, the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) provides research-based policy solutions 
to sustainably reduce poverty and end hunger and malnutrition in developing countries. Based on just a small 
sample of projects, IFPRI’s research has reached at least 200 million people (thus the actual number is much higher). 
Examples of the reach of IFPRI’s research include the following:

 � In Ethiopia, IFPRI has supported two programs 

that have benefited about 23 million people: 

Improvements to the Productive Safety Net 

Programme resulting from IFPRI’s program evaluation 

have yielded welfare gains for 8 million people, 

while IFPRI’s support has helped the Agricultural 

Transformation Agency to reach 15 million people.

 � Through pioneering micronutrient-fortified crops, 

HarvestPlus has increased access to critical nutrients 

for 20 million people living in low-income countries 

who now grow and eat biofortified crops. 

 � In Bangladesh, IFPRI’s research has helped to 

strengthen food security for about 15 million people 

through improvements to the Food for Education 

Program (11 million people) and redesign of the 

Female Secondary School Assistance Project 

(4 million people).

 � Following IFPRI’s evaluation of Viet Nam’s rice market 

in the late 1990s, the government revised its policies, 

improving market opportunities for 24 million people 

in farm communities and helping Viet Nam become 

the world’s third-largest rice exporter.

 � IFPRI’s public-investment research contributed to 

China’s decision to increase investment in agricultural 

R&D and rural infrastructure, helping at least 

5.7 million people lift themselves out of poverty. In 

India, IFPRI’s research supported the creation of the 

Indian prime minister’s Rural Roads Program, which 

helped at least 6.5 million people escape poverty.

 � IFPRI’s evaluation of Nigeria’s Fadama program for 

rural poverty alleviation facilitated the expansion of 

the program, benefiting about 5 million people.

For more examples, visit IFPRI at 40: 12 Stories of Making a Difference, IFPRI’s Outcome Brochures, and IFPRI’s 
Impact Assessment page.

Since 2012, much of IFPRI’s work has been framed within the two IFPRI-led CGIAR Research Programs: Policies, 
Institutions, and Markets (PIM) and Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH), with additional contributions from 
the CGIAR Research Programs on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS) and Water, Land and 
Ecosystems (WLE). 

IFPRI strives to ensure its research outputs are communicated and translated into knowledge and capacity in the 
short term and into development impacts in the long term.
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