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ABOUT NSSP/APSF 
 
The Agricultural Policy Support Facility (APSF) is an initiative to strengthen evidence-based policymaking in Nigeria in the 
areas of rural and agricultural development. Facilitated by the Nigeria Strategy Support Program of the International 
Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) in collaboration with the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources 
and funded by the Canadian International Development Agency, APSF supports the implementation of Nigeria’s national 
development plans by strengthening agricultural-sector policies and strategies through:  
 

  Enhanced knowledge, information, data, and tools for the analysis, design, and implementation of pro-poor, 
gender-sensitive, and environmentally sustainable agricultural and rural development polices and strategies in 
Nigeria;  

  Strengthened capacity for government agencies, research institutions, and other stakeholders to carry out and 
use applied research that directly informs agricultural and rural polices and strategies; and  

  Improved communication linkages and consultations between policymakers, policy analysts, and policy 
beneficiaries on agricultural and rural development policy issues. 

 
 
ABOUT THESE WORKSHOP REPORTS 
 
The Nigeria Strategy Support Program (NSSP) Workshop Reports provide a review of the presentations delivered during 
workshops and key comments from the audience and group discussions. The comments from the participants do not 
necessarily reflect those of IFPRI.  
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Introduction 

In spite of its oil wealth, poverty plagues Nigeria. The Federal Government of Nigeria has recognized that 
improved agricultural performance is critical to poverty reduction, since the majority of the nation’s poor 
depend on agriculture for their livelihood.  With this renewed focus on agriculture, the sector’s growth rate 
has improved 6 to 7 percent annually since 2003. However, the sector remains hampered by weak 
economic and stakeholder linkages, poor information management, and an overall weak policy 
environment. 

The Rural Economy Knowledge Support System (REKSS) is, along with Policy Themes, one of the two 
program components of the Agricultural Policy Support Facility (APSF. REKSS is a centralized system for 
managing and streamlining knowledge on the rural economy and it identifies important knowledge and 
information gaps and facilitates location-specific analysis of rural development and food security policies 
and strategies. 

 REKSS supports strategic planning and capacity building in agriculture and rural development by working 
with Nigerian partners to: 

  Offer courses and seminars that strengthen policy analysis and design;  

  Compile agriculturally relevant datasets and document archives, especially related to the     poverty, 
gender, and environmental dimensions of the sector;  

  Build the evidence base needed for agricultural and rural development, including analyses to inform 
public and private sector investments; and  

  Disseminate information and reinforce communication networks to support strategic planning and 
policymaking in agricultural and rural development.  

To strengthen agricultural and rural development policymaking in Nigeria, the Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture and Water Resources (FMAWR), through APSF, is implementing several activities to support 
the research needed for evidence-based policymaking and to systematize the sharing of information.   

  

During the April 2008 APSF consultation workshop on “Sustaining Capacity for Supplying Evidence for 
Agricultural and Rural Development Policies” held at the University of Ibadan, participants discussed 
challenges faced by faculty and students in getting access to information resources for developing policy 
research,  and identified a need to strengthen capacities for accessing and disseminating information 
required for policy research. This finding is premised on the need for a strong and guaranteed access to 
retrospective and current information to support advancement in agricultural policy and rural development 
research. Strengthening access to agriculture-relevant publications and supporting information 
dissemination provides the basis for high-quality agricultural research and supplying high-quality evidence 
to the government and other policymaking entities.  

 

To address some of the challenges identified at the April 2008 consultation workshop, APSF organized two 
workshops on strengthening capacity for accessing and disseminating information. The first workshop was 
held on November 13, 2008 at the International Institute for Tropical Agriculture (IITA), Ibadan and the 
second on November 18, 2008 at the International Center for Soil Fertility and Agricultural Development 
(IFDC), Abuja. 

This report provides a brief overview of the presentations delivered during the workshop, key comments/ 
suggestions as well as workshop evaluation by the participants.  
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The objectives of the workshop were to 

 

  Convey information on international and regional programs and research portals that support 
libraries and other agricultural research institutions in Nigeria; 

  Familiarize participants with new approaches for disseminating information to students/ faculty and 
other stakeholders  using Web 2.0 technologies (wikis, blogs, RSS feeds, etc) and digital library 
software; and 

  Discuss potentials for improving  library networks in Nigeria. 

 

Thirteen (13) participants drawn from the Nigerian Institute for Social and Economic Research (NISER), 
Ibadan; University of Ibadan; Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile–Ife; and the University of Agriculture, 
Abeokuta; anda representative of the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources (FMAWR) 
attended the workshop at Ibadan. The workshop held in Abuja had twenty four (24) participants, drawn from 
FMAWR;  the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS); the National Planning Commission (NPC); the 
Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria (ARCN); the National Library of Nigeria (NLN); Ahmadu Bello 
University (ABU), Zaria; University of Agriculture, Makurdi; and the Country Policy Centre, Abuja. (See 
Appendices A and B for the list of participants.) The primary resource person and speaker for the two 
events was Mr. Peter Shelton, Information and Knowledge Management Specialist from the International 
Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) in Washington, D.C. and Ms. Valerie Rhoe, Program Coordinator, 
IFPRI-Nigeria.  Dr. Victor Oboh, Senior Research Assistant, IFPRI-Nigeria organized the workshop.  
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Welcome Remarks 

 

The seminar in Ibadan began with an opening prayer offered by Mrs. M. O. Adepeju, Institute Librarian of 
the Nigerian Institute for Social and Economic Research (NISER), while Mrs. Eunice Ojowu, Head Librarian 
of the Country Policy Centre said the prayers in Abuja. In Ibadan, welcome remarks were received from 
both Ms. Valerie Rhoe on behalf of IFPRI and Mr. J.A. Adelabu, the representative of the Honorable 
Minister, Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources, while in Abuja Ms. Valerie Rhoe gave the 
welcome address. All the remarks emphasized the need for librarians / information managers to be 
exposed to current information management practices to be able to support their researchers (staff and 
students) in undertaking high-quality evidence-based agriculture research to guide policymaking in Nigeria. 
Participants were charged to pay keen attention to the training sessions with a view to sharing their 
experiences with other colleagues that could not attend. 

Summary of Presentations and Discussions 

Portals, web-2.0 tools, and discussion  

This section summarizes the presentations of key information portals and Web 2.0 tools that can support 
high quality agricultural policy research as well as the discussions on library networking in Nigeria.  

Information Portals 

The initial technical session introduced participants to five information portals: CGIAR Virtual Library 
(CGVLibrary), The Essential Electronic Agricultural Library (TEEAL), Access to Global Online Research in 
Agriculture (AGORA), the Program for the Enhancement of Research Information / International Network 
for the Availability of Scientific Publication (PERI/ INASP) and Journal Storage (JSTOR) (see Appendix C 
for the agenda). 

The CGVLibrary is an initiative of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), a 
network of 15 international research centers throughout the world specializing in agricultural crops, food 
policy, forestry, fisheries and environmental resources to ensure sustainable food production and poverty 
reduction worldwide. The CGVirtual Library serves as a gateway to the leading databases and electronic 
journal content in the agricultural and environmental sciences, including publications and library collections 
from across the CGIAR. Users can access links to the full text of thousands of publications from anywhere 
in the world. The official website address is http://vlibrary.cgiar.org.   

The Essential Electronic Agricultural Library (TEEAL) is a project of Cornell University's Albert R. Mann 
Library in cooperation with over 60 major scientific publishers, societies, and index providers with financial 
support from the Rockefeller Foundation. The idea of TEEAL arose in the 1980s to address the problem of 
non-existent, outdated and spotty agricultural journal collections in developing countries. While mailing print 
copies of journals was expensive, and both Internet and local area network access were not yet readily 
available or reliable in most developing country institutions, compact disc (CD-ROM) media offered an 
efficient storage and delivery mechanism for hundreds of thousands of full-text articles organized within a 
database. The journal titles in TEEAL, considered among the most essential to research and education 
conducted in the developing world, are selected and stored on compact discs for sale at reduced cost to 
institutions throughout the developing world.   The selection of articles on the CD-ROM is reviewed by 
some 600 scholars from all over the world. In 1999, the TEEAL Project sold its first “Library in a Box” 
containing 130 journals with 600,000 pages of articles, stored on 100 compact discs to the University of 
Zimbabwe.  

In 2005, with improvements in technology infrastructure in many developing countries, the TEEAL Project 
introduced a next-generation system that could be operated on a local area network, called LanTEEAL. 
Rather than being stored on CD-ROMs, the entire database is stored on an external hard drive. LanTEEAL 
can be used from within libraries, classrooms or offices -- anywhere there is connectivity to the institution’s 
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network.  An upgraded LanTEEAL 2.0 was launched in April 2008 which contains 22 new journals in 
addition to the 115 journals from the original LanTEEAL. This latest version offers more features like 
searches using keywords, dates, authors and titles, thus making library research faster and easier. The 
official website address is http://www.teeal.org.  

 Access to Global Online Research in Agriculture (AGORA), is an initiative of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations (UN) together with some major publishers. AGORA is designed 
to enhance the scholarship of faculty, researchers, and students in agriculture and life sciences in the 
developing world. It is an online portal with a collection of about 1278 journals to institutions in 107 
countries. AGORA uniquely offers free on-line browsing of publishers’ websites and abstracts of journal 
articles. However, only students, faculty and staff at registered institutions can access full-text articles.  
Registered users need the identification number and password of the benefitting institution to access 
AGORA. The official website address is http://www.aginternetwork.org/en/index.php.  

The Program for the Enhancement of Research Information (PERI) is one of the important programs of the 
International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publication (INASP). PERI supports capacity building 
in the research sector in developing and emerging countries by strengthening the production, access, and 
dissemination of information and knowledge. The need for PERI arose from an increased recognition of the 
vital role that information and knowledge can play in development. PERI’s origins date from 1999 to 2000, 
when INASP was approached by research partners and librarians in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the 
New Independent States to assist them in the design and implementation of a program of complementary 
activities to support information production, access, and dissemination using information and 
communication technologies (ICTs).  

PERI serves to facilitate the acquisition of international and local information and knowledge; improve 
access to local research through improved preparation, production and management of local journals; 
provide awareness or training in the use, evaluation, and management of electronic ICTs, and support 
problem-solving of regional and local information access and dissemination challenges. The first phase of 
the program ran as a pilot from November 2000 to December 2001 and a full program began in January 
2002. The official website address is http://peri.inasp.info/peri/peri.   

Journal Storage (JSTOR), founded in 1995, is a U.S.-based online system for archiving academic journals. 
It provides full-text searches of digitized back issues of several hundred well-known journals. Most libraries 
found it prohibitively expensive in terms of cost and space to maintain a comprehensive collection of 
journals. JSTOR attempts to solve this problem by digitizing many journal titles and allowing libraries to 
outsource the storage of these journals with the confidence that they will remain available for the long term. 
JSTOR access is licensed mainly to libraries, universities, and publishers all over the world. Licensed 
institutions can make JSTOR available to their members free of charge through the internet. Individual 
subscriptions are also available to certain journal titles through the journal publisher. In 2006, under the 
Africa Access Initiative, JSTOR adopted a new plan to waive participation fees and provide free access to 
scholarly journals for any academic or not-for-profit institutions on the continent of Africa. The JSTOR 
official website address is http://www.jstor.org.   

Communication Tools for Disseminating Information  

Other technical sessions focused on web-based tools for disseminating research information, including 
wikis, blogs, and RSS feeds.  

A wiki is an online publishing software that allows users to quickly create, edit and manage web content. 
Since users can track changes and compare different versions of pages, wikis provide a unique advantage 
for researchers to engage in collaborative writing without having to email versions of shared documents 
back and forth.  Wikis also may be very useful in managing project information since all relevant files, task 
lists and shared calendars can be uploaded quickly and easily to a central repository.  Wikis also may serve 
as a suitable platform for coordinating agricultural policy development because of the involvement of 
multiple stakeholders in information collection, analysis and report writing. 
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A blog (short for weblog) is another online platform that allows for users to quickly create and content to the 
web. Unlike wikis, blogs are organized around a series of articles (posts) aimed at providing regular news 
updates to interested readers. Moreover, blogs come equipped to allow outside readers to be able to 
comment on article content, thereby providing an interactive element to online communication.  Agricultural 
policymakers and researchers may find blogs useful in involving stakeholders’ participation in policy 
formulation, implementation, and evaluation as well as communicating regular updates on their work.   

Really Simple Syndication (RSS) is a web-based format used to publish frequently updated works such 
as blog entries, news headlines, audio and video. RSS feeds include article titles with links to the original 
item as well as full or summarized text and basic metadata such as publishing date and authorship. Web 
RSS feeds allow users to stay informed by automatically retrieving the latest content from their favorite sites 
without having to visit each site individually. RSS feeds could be used in a policymaking environment by 
informing policy researchers and other stakeholders of recent updates to a policymaking body’s website. 
University and research institution librarians can use RSS feeds to inform their faculty, staff, and students of 
recently published articles on a regular basis. 

 

Small Group Discussions on Library Networks 

Following the presentations, participants were asked to voluntarily move into groups. Each group examined 
the current library networks in Nigeria and suggested ways of enhancing them. The following is a summary 
of issues emanating from the discussions: 

  Networking among Nigerian libraries is poor. Six universities have formed a consortium to use 
common software. The consortium is waiting to take off, as some members have yet to purchase 
software accessories. 

  Wide geographical spread of Nigerian universities makes it difficult to form a network, especially in 
the absence of an effective ICT environment. 

  Low bandwidth is the most serious technical problem faced by all the libraries and it hinders 
effective networking.  

  Lack of technical know-how hinders the use of ICT for accessing and disseminating information 
resources for policy research. 

  The inter-library loan (ILL) system is not effective, as some institutions are reluctant in sharing their 
resources with others. 

  Due to poor internet facilities, the cost of transporting materials as part of inter-library loan requests 
is high. 

  Misuse of internet facilities by faculty members and students  

  

The groups identified some potential solutions: 

  All universities and research institutes should form a consortium with common software to reduce 
cost and ease networking. 

  Libraries should have their bandwidth separate from their hosting institutions’ ICT. This requires 
increased funding from university administrators. 

  There is a need for training and retraining of library staff, especially in the use of internet facilities for 
accessing and information related to policy research. 
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  The National Library of Nigeria (NLN) should expedite action to complete its electronic union catalog 
project. Once operational, the union catalog will provide digital link and access to all registered 
libraries and their resources in Nigeria.  

  Private telecommunication operators like MTN and GLOBACOM should be approached to partner 
with government in using their optic fiber to provide internet services. 

Observations 

It was observed that participants showed a high level of interest and enthusiasm to attend the workshop. In 
fact, a head librarian of an institution requested to be given more slots for participation, and the travel cost 
of extra participants were absorbed by the university. Participants also showed a high level of enthusiasm 
and dedication during the course of the workshop. It was recommended that participants share the acquired 
knowledge with other staff who could not attend.   

In the Program Coordinator’s closing comments, she emphasized three follow-up activities  drawn from the 
workshop discussions: 

1. The electronic databases of each library could be linked to the CGIAR Virtual Library, allowing 
researchers to search the library resources of these libraries without having to travel to the 
institution in person. 

2. There should be division of labor in developing learning resources on the information.  For example, 
the librarians of the University of Agriculture, Abeokuta could develop electronic learning resources 
on TEEAL while the Ahmadu Bello University could develop learning resources on AGORA, etc.  
These learning resources could be posted on the learning seminar wiki so those participating can 
have access to these resources to share with their staff and students. 

3. The use of RSS feeds to disseminate information to staff and other audiences should be 
encouraged. 

 Workshop Evaluation  

This section presents an evaluation of the various aspects of the workshop as viewed by the participants.  
The evaluation method consists of a workshop evaluation form (see Appendix G) included in each 
registration kit.  For the workshop in Ibadan, a total of 13 completed forms (100% rate of return) were 
returned, while at Abuja, 18 out of 24 participants returned completed forms (75% rate of return). It is 
assumed that the views expressed in the returned forms are generally representative of those of all the 
workshop participants. Participants responded to 25 questions covering different components of the 
workshop and their responses are rated on a 5 – point Likert scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 
(strongly agree).  

Generally, the assessment of the two workshops (with pooled data) was high (4.47). Participants were 
satisfied with the objectives and resource contents of the workshop. On the average, most of them agreed 
that the workshop objectives were clear (4.45) and relevant to their individual job descriptions (4.77). A few 
participants felt the workshop could have lasted for more than one day to include other objectives such as 
“do-it-yourself” practical sessions. Participants were most satisfied with the resource contents of the 
workshop (4.56) compared with other aspects. They agreed that the resource content covered relevant 
areas adequately (4.58), presentation was clear and logical (4.55) with adequate examples to illustrate key 
points. Most participants agreed that they can use the content in their place of work.  With the use of the 
new tools being taught at the workshop, a wiki space (http://nssprekss.wikispaces.com/) containing the 
workshop training resource was opened for participants to access and update themselves with new 
information as it comes available.  A few of them expected hardcopy learning materials to be used for their 
respective practice sessions and for sharing of information with other staff of their institutions. 

The workshop organization generally received a high rating (4.23) by participants. The workshop 
announcements and the objectives were received well in advance (4.23) and the workshop venue was 
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easily accessible while the general environment was found to be ideal for learning. The audio visual 
equipment and teaching materials were used properly and appropriately (4.58). 

Participants agreed that the expected outcome of the workshop was achieved and that the new skills 
acquired will help them in accessing and disseminating information for policy research. Some of the ways 
that participants intend to apply the new knowledge gained include organizing a similar in-house training for 
their staff, assisting agriculture policy researchers to access information from newly identified portals, and 
improving their inter-library loan programs. Some participants noted that the workshop provided their first 
opportunity to be introduced to new library resources such as wikis, blogs, and RSS feeds.  However, they 
recommended that similar subsequent trainings should include management of agricultural information 
database, and emphasize “do-it-yourself” practical sessions. 

In summary, participants found the workshop very useful and interesting and promised to share the new 
skills and ideas with their colleagues who were not able to attend. They commended the workshop 
organizers and suggested that such trainings be held on a routine basis.   

Next Steps 

The organizers of the workshops intend to follow up with the institutions that participated through regular 
exchange of new ideas and information. Already, a wiki web address http://nssprekss.wikispaces.com/  
containing the workshop learning materials has been created for continuous interaction with the 
participants. Finally, participants’ views,, as expressed through the evaluation forms will be carefully studied 
with a view to improve in the organization of any subsequent program 

.
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Appendix A: Participants’ list at the workshop held in Ibadan on 13th November, 2008  
S/

N 

First 

Name 

Surname Titl

e 

Designation Organization Division Phone Email 

01 B. A. Oladele Dr. University Librarian University of Ibadan Library 08033487015 ba.oladele@mail.ui.edu.ng 

02 R.A. Ojo Mr. Vet. Med. Lib. University of Ibadan Library 07026367041 biodunojo2004@yahoo.com 

03 I.I . Equere Mrs. Fac. Of Agric. Lib. University of Ibadan Library 08023841752 idaequere@yahoo.com 

04 M.O. Adepeju Mrs. Institute’s Librarian NISER
2 Library 08033233294 mobolanleadepeju@yahoo.com 

05 B.R. Agbede 

 

Mrs. Deputy Librarian NISER Library 08023087481 traiya2006@yahoo.com 

06 I.O. Falade Mr. System Librarian NISER Library 08054319076 israelfalade@yahoo.com 

07 M.O. Afolabi Mr. University Librarian OAU Ile-Ife
3 Library 08057324316 moafolabi2000@yahoo.com 

08 N. A. Ajayi Mr Deputy Librarian OAU Ile-Ife Library 08034187563 nathajayi@yahoo.co.uk 

09 B.O. Omotayo Mrs. Head, ICT Dept. OAU Ile-Ife Library 08034088424 femibuk@yahoo.co.uk 

10 A.T. Agboola Mr. University Librarian Uni. Of Agric. Abeokuta Library 08033377644 Atgboola05@yahoo.com 

11 A.A. Oduwole Dr. Systems Librarian Uni. Of Agric. Abeokuta Library 08033199322 bambose26@yahoo.com 

12 F.O. Ajegbomo

gun 

Mr. Readers Services 

Librarian 

Uni. Of Agric. Abeokuta Library 07030339997 unaablibrary2003@yahoo.com 

13 T.O. Ogunmola Mr. Asst. Chief System 

Analyst 

NISER Library 08060765762 Kayubiola2002@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                        
2 Nigerian Institute for Social and Economic Research 
3 Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile- Ife 



 

9 
 

Appendix B: Participants’ list at the workshop held in Abuja on 18th November, 2008 
 

S/N First 

Name 

Surname Title Designation Organization Division Phone Email 

01 O. A. Olatokun Mr. Deputy Director 

Statistics 
FMAWR

4 PPAS 08032906306 sgnolatokun@yahoo.com 

02 T. G. Lagoke Mrs. Asst. Director.  FMAWR Library 08037155200 jumsky@yahoo.com 

03 Y.A Yusuf Mr.  Comp. Prog. FMAWR Data Bank 08039729122 yykunle@yahoo.com 

04 M. B.  Akinyele Mrs. Asst. Chief Lib. FMAWR  Library 08035884952 mobadusi@yahoo.com 

05 I. Ugorji Mr. Asst. Chief Lib. FMAWR Library 08033281619 barthijere@yahoo.com 

06 F.E. Omelogu Mr.  Asst. Chief Lib. FMAWR Library 08065561192 franklogus@yahoo.com 

07 Bamidele Omotola Dr. Deputy Director NPC
5 I & AS 08036326224 Bd_omotola@yahoo.com 

08 John Abugu Mr. Prin. Stat. FMAWR Statistics 08059606590 johneybiz@yahoo.com 

09 S. E. Gbaje Mr. Asst. Lecturer ABU
6
, Zaria Library  08069518804 shiloba@yahoo.com 

10 Eunice Ojowu Mrs.  Librarian CPC
7
, Abuja Library 08037021528 Email 

11 E. A.  Fafunmi Mr.  Webmaster NBS
8
, Abuja Website 08023957460 sgnolatokun@yahoo.com 

12 O. A.  Omoyeni Mrs.  Librarian NBS, Abuja Library 0802664053 jumsky@yahoo.com 

13 J.U. Uzosike Mr. Grad. Trainee NPC, Abuja Library 08030422411 yykunle@yahoo.com 

14 Samuel U. Okeke Mr.  Head Librarian NPC, Abuja Library 08023957411 mobadusi@yahoo.com 

15 Sugh Loho Mr. Univ. Librarian  UAM
9 Library 08055833084 barthijere@yahoo.com 

16 Solomon Uganneya Mr. Senior Librarian UAM Library 08037729563 franklogus@yahoo.com 

17 Anthony Igbashal Mr. Librarian UAM Library 08088634660 Bd_omotola@yahoo.com 

18 Gloria Matthew Mrs. Director Nat. Lib. of Nig.  Bibliog. 08035668346 johneybiz@yahoo.com 

                                        
4 Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources   
5 National Planning Commission 
6 Ahmadu Bello University 
7 Country Policy Centre 
8 National Bureau of Statistics 
9 University of Agriculture, Makurdi 
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S/N First 

Name 

Surname Title Designation Organization Division Phone Email 

Dept. 

19 A.S. Abdullahi Dr. Sp. Asst. ARCN
10 Admin 08033326671 shiloba@yahoo.com 

20 A. M Pindiga Mr. Sci. Officer ARCN  Dev. unit 08036505482 Email 

21 O. Oyedipe Mr. Admin Officer ARCN Library 08035887004 sgnolatokun@yahoo.com 

23 Bologi 

Maryam 

Amartey Mrs. Sys. Admin. ABU, Zaria Library 08035684436 jumsky@yahoo.com 

24 Laraba Ali  Mrs. Asst.  Librarian.  ABU, Zaria Library 08033216550 yykunle@yahoo.com 

                                        
10

Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria 
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Appendix C:  Workshop Agenda 

 
 
9.00-9.30  Arrival & Registration 
9.30-9.35  Opening Prayer 
9.35-9.45  Introduction of Participants/Guests 
9.45-10.00  Welcome Remarks by FMAWR and IFPRI 
10.00-11.00 1st technical sessions - Library Database Management & E-Libraries 

  IFPRI library & publications database and website 
  CGIAR Virtual Library 

 
11.00-11.20  Tea/Coffee Break 
 
11.20-1.20  2nd technical sessions – Online Research Portals 

  AGORA / TEEAL 
  PERI/INASP 
  Google Scholar, Google. 

1.20-2.00  Lunch Break and Group Photograph 
2.00-3:00  3rd technical sessions – Web 2.0 

  RSS feeds 
  Wikis 
  Blogs 

 
3.00-3.15  Tea/coffee breaks 
 
3.15-4.00  Group discussion:  Enhancing library networks in Nigeria 
 
4.00-4.30  Closing 

  Vote of Thanks 
  Closing Remarks 

  Presentation of Certificates 
  Closing Prayer 

  Departure 
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Appendix D:  Evaluation Questionnaire 

 
Please give your feedback on the objectives, contents, organization, and outcomes of the 
workshop 
1=strongly disagree; 2=disagree; 3=not sure; 4=agree; 5=strongly agree (Circle your choice). 
 
I Objectives 
1. The objectives of the workshop were clear      1   2   3   4   5 
2. The workshop’s objectives are relevant      1   2   3   4   5 
3. The objectives of the workshop were fully met     1   2   3   4   5 
4. The objectives of the workshop can be improved     1   2   3   4   5 
Give specific example ………………………………………………………. 
 
II Contents 
5. The workshop covered adequate areas on strengthening the capacity  

of information managers in accessing and disseminating information   1   2   3   4   5 
6. The contents of the workshop were relevant for the audience             1   2   3   4   5 
7. The contents of the workshop were presented clearly and in logical sequence 1   2   3   4   5 
8. The contents of the workshop were prepared well     1   2   3   4   5 
9. The contents of the workshop were presented well     1   2   3   4   5 
10. Adequate examples were used to illustrate the key points    1   2   3   4   5 
11. I would be able to use the contents in my  work               1   2   3   4   5 
 
III Organization 
12. The workshop was announced well in advance     1   2   3   4   5 
13. The objectives of  the workshop were explained in advance   1   2   3   4   5 
14. The venue of the workshop was easily accessible     1   2   3   4   5 
15. The environment for the workshop was ideal for learning    1   2   3   4   5 
16. The audio-visual equipments were used properly and appropriately  1   2   3   4   5 
17. Adequate reading and teaching materials were used    1   2   3   4   5 
18. The materials shared with the participants will have practical use  1   2   3   4   5 
 
IV Outcomes 
19. The workshop introduced new skills                  1   2   3   4   5 
20. Adequate time was spent on important skills               1   2   3   4   5 
21. The workshop generated new thinking on accessing and  

disseminating information for policy research                           1   2   3   4   5 
 

22. Explain how you will use these new skills in your upcoming work 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
The workshop should be repeated by expanding specific topics 
Give specific examples 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

23. My overall assessment of the workshop is (1 = lowest, 5 = highest)  1  2  3   4   5 
24. Any additional comments? 
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Appendix E: Evaluation Chart of Workshop held in Ibadan, Nigeria 

13 November, 2008  

 
 

 
 



 

14 
 

 

 

Appendix F: Evaluation Chart of Workshop held in Abuja, Nigeria 

18 November, 2008 
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Appendix G: Pooled Evaluation Chart of Workshops held in Ibadan and Abuja 
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Appendix H: Workshop Pictures 

 
Figure 1: A cross-section of participants at the workshop in IITA, Ibadan held on 13th November, 2008 

 
 



 

17 
 

Figure 2: One of the participants receiving his certificate of participation at the workshop in Ibadan 

 
Figure 3: Some participants in a group discussion at the workshop in Ibadan. 
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Figure 4: One of the participants receiving her certificate of participation at the workshop in Abuja 

 
Figure 5: A cross-section of the participants at the workshop held in Abuja on 18th November, 2008. 

 


