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Good health and productive agriculture are both essential 
in the fight against poverty. In our rapidly changing 

world, agriculture faces new challenges—from globalization, 
environmental change, and conflict. New global health crises are 
emerging, while old ones persist. And as the world becomes 
more integrated, so do the agricultural and health problems 
we face. Addressing these problems thus demands action at the 
intersection between agriculture and health. Isolated action can 
no longer solve problems in an integrated world. The time is 
ripe for the agricultural and health sectors to work more closely 
together to develop innovative solutions to help solve their own 
problems—and each other’s—and contribute to the overarching 
goal of addressing poverty.

hoW are agrIculture and  
health lInked?
Agriculture and health are linked in several important ways. 
First, agriculture produces outputs that contribute to good 
health, but may also lead to ill health. Second, agriculture 
interacts with the environment in a variety of ways that affect 
human health. Third, agriculture affects the income earned and 
labor supplied by the people who work in agriculture—both of 
which provide opportunities and risks for good health.

The health status of producers and workers also affects 
agriculture. Those in poor health are less able to work, denting 
both productivity and income and perpetuating a downward 
spiral into ill health and poverty. In a vicious cycle, this further 
jeopardizes food security and economic development for the 
wider population.

Hence agriculture and health are interlinked: Agriculture 
influences health, and health influences agriculture. 

cgIar Work on agrIculture  
and health

Several Consultative Group on International Agricultural 
Research (CGIAR) centers have long been involved with 
different facets of the connection between agriculture and 

health. Current and emerging research in the CGIAR is 
concerned with some of the most critical health issues linked 
with agriculture: nutrition, malaria and other water-related 
diseases, HIV/AIDS, occupational health effects of pesticide 
use, food safety, livestock-related health and zoonotic diseases, 
aflatoxins, and medicinal plant production. Some centers 
are also working on the links between specific agricultural 
systems—such as agroforestry, agrobiodiverse farming, forestry 
and fish production—and nutrition and health. Underlying all 
this research is the objective of maximizing the health benefits 
of agricultural research and policy, while reducing any negative 
health impacts of the agricultural supply chain.

The International Food Policy Research Institute’s (IFPRI’s) 
Food Consumption and Nutrition Division is now developing 
a new initiative on the linkages between agriculture and health. 
This follows from IFPRI’s past research on the relationship 
between nutrition and agriculture, and more recent work on 
HIV/AIDS. The aim of the initiative is to improve coordination 
of existing health-related research in the CGIAR and maximize 
its impact on policy, in partnership with the health sector. 
The overarching goal is to improve the health of the poor, 
reduce malnutrition and food insecurity, and promote pro-poor 
agricultural development, through closer collaboration between 
the agriculture and health sectors.

The first step in this initiative was the development of a 
conceptual framework that brings together the full range of 
bidirectional linkages between agriculture and health into a 
unified whole (see www.ifpri.org/events/seminars/2005/
aghealth/ppt/hawkes.ppt). The second step was a workshop 
designed to explore the connections between agriculture 
and health and move towards improved coordination of 
health-related research among CGIAR centers and various 
partners in the health sector. IFPRI hosted the roundtable 
workshop, “Agriculture and Health Linkages: Towards Improved 
Coordination,” in Washington, D.C., on 23–24 June 2005. 

Addressing the Vital Links 

a CGIAR center
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summary oF IFPrI’s 2005 WorkshoP on 
agrIculture and health

Forty-five people from the agriculture and health sectors 
attended the workshop, representing international organi-
zations, academia, donors, nongovernmental organizations,  
11 CGIAR centers, and the World Vegetable Center. Experts 
gave presentations on the many agriculture-health issues of 
critical importance to improving the lives and livelihoods of 
the poor: nutrition, water-associated vector-borne diseases, 
livestock-related health, food-borne illnesses, HIV/AIDS, 
occupational health, and medicinal plants. Environmental 
perspectives were also discussed. Each CGIAR center 
summarized its work on and interests in health, and extensive 
discussion took place on how and why this work could be 
better coordinated in partnership with the health sector, and 
the tools and actions needed to move forward.

Three questions emerged as major discussion points:
•  What are the challenges to improving the coordination 

between agriculture and health?
•  Where are the opportunities for the CGIAR to improve the 

linkages between agriculture and health and to add value to 
the health sector?

•  Why and how should the CGIAR centers coordinate their 
health-related work?

The challenges
Workshop participants recognized four key challenges: The 
linkages between agriculture and health are dynamic and 
complex; there are significant institutional challenges to working 
across sectors; intersectoral policies and programs are difficult 
to monitor and evaluate; and policymakers, practitioners, and 
donors all need to be convinced of the relevance and added 
benefits of working across sectors.

The opportunities
Despite the challenges, participants agreed that there is a 
range of opportunities for the CGIAR to improve the linkages 
between agriculture and health and to add value to the health 
sector. In particular, there are opportunities to
•  conduct scientific and policy research on the links between 

agriculture and health;
•  develop partnerships with the health sector to draw on 

mutual strengths;

• generate dialogue to build trust and find common ground 
between policymakers, researchers, educators, and project 
workers in the agriculture and health sectors;

• communicate the issues through the production of 
publications on agriculture and health;

• develop and adapt methodological tools to link agriculture 
and health in research, policy, and practice.

Participants noted that the CGIAR has comparative advantages 
for working on agriculture-health linkages. Along with 
ongoing health-related research, the CGIAR has rich sets of 
international public goods to offer in agricultural technology 
and information, a tradition of addressing multidisciplinary 
issues in a rural development context, and an established 
international research network and infrastructure. Priority areas 
of work should be the health and agricultural problems that 
stem from the interaction between the sectors and that affect 
the livelihoods of poor people.

The need for improved coordination
Workshop participants agreed that improved coordination 
of health-related work in the CGIAR was needed in order 
to unite researchers working on agriculture-health linkages, 
draw on their collective strength, generate greater efficiency, 
and maximize the use of resources. Importantly, too, better 
coordination would facilitate the creation of a single and 
unified point of contact for collaboration with the health 
sector. Given the significant challenges of intersectoral 
work, it was noted that work was needed to examine the 
institutional arrangements required to effectively pursue a more 
coordinated agenda.

next stePs

The outcomes of the workshop are available on the Internet, 
and in 2006 the proceedings will be published in a special issue 
of a peer-reviewed journal. In 2005/2006, IFPRI’s 2020 Vision 
Initiative will also be producing a set of briefs on the linkages 
between agriculture and health.

To follow up on the opportunities identified during the 
workshop, a steering group will be established, including 
several workshop participants from the CGIAR and the health 
community. The group will look into establishing mechanisms 
for more coordinated approaches within the CGIAR, and 
provide a focal point for discussions between policymakers and 
practitioners in the agriculture and health sectors.

Online workshop proceedings are at: www.ifpri.org/events/seminars/2005/20050623aghealth.htm.  
For further information, please contact Marie Ruel, Director, Food Consumption and Nutrition Division, IFPRI (m.ruel@cgiar.org) or  
Corinna Hawkes, Research Fellow, FCND, IFPRI (c.hawkes@cgiar.org).


