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Chris Addison is Senior Programme Coordinator for Knowledge Management (KM) 
at the ACP-EU Technical Centre for Agriculture and Rural Development (CTA). He 
has worked in the ICT and knowledge management for development sector for the 
last 18 years and as director of the non-profit One World Europe. He has worked 
with a range of development organizations with their online KM needs. He 
contributed to the OpenAire Open Data report as joint author of the Agriculture 
chapter. Whilst at IFPRI, he commissioned the conversion of the Global Hunger 
Index data to linked open data and is currently working on a project to publish the 
CTA archive as a linked open dataset. He is currently running a series of CTA 
activities to support better use of data for agriculture and nutrition through the 
Data Revolution for Agriculture project. 
 
 

 

Adrian Bakker works as a project advisor within the Netherlands Space Office in 
the domains of Food Security and Land monitoring. Since 2014, he has been 
involved in the implementation of the program Geodata for Agriculture and Water 
(G4AW). He is trained as an agronomist, land use planner, ecologist and policy 
advisor. He got a BSc in land use planning from Larenstein College and a Master’s 
in Politics and Public administration from the Eurasmus University in Rotterdam. 
Previously, he worked on land use planning in East Africa (Tanzania), with particular 
emphasis on training and capacity building. He was also a representative in the 
regional parliament of the Netherlands and a policy officer in the domains of nature 
conservation and restoration, agriculture and fisheries, and space for the river.  
 
 

 

Marcel Beukeboom is Head Food and Nutrition Security at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in the Netherlands. Prior to this he was the counselor for International Trade 
and Multilateral Affairs at the Netherlands Embassy in Washington, DC. Previous 
postings include staff functions in The Hague and Pretoria, South Africa. He holds a 
master’s degree in International Relations from the University of Groningen, 
studied trade policy at the Harvard University Kennedy School of Government and 
Public Administration at the Dutch School for Public Policy (NSOB). Marcel is the 
current co-chair of the Steering Committee of the Global Agriculture and Food 
Security Program (GAFSP). 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                                           
 

 

Howarth Bouis is the Director of HarvestPlus. He coordinates an interdisciplinary, 
global effort to breed and disseminate micronutrient-rich staple food crops to 
reduce hidden hunger among malnourished populations. Since 1993, he has sought 
to promote biofortification both within the CGIAR, among national agricultural 
research centers, and in the international agriculture and nutrition communities. He 
joined IFPRI in 1982 as a post-doctoral fellow in the Food Consumption and 
Nutrition Division, where he later held positions as Research Fellow and Senior 
Research Fellow. His research concentrated on understanding how economic 
factors affect food demand and nutrition outcomes. Dr. Bouis received his BA in 
economics from Stanford University and his MA and PhD from Stanford 
University’s Food Research Institute (US). 
 
 
 

 

Pierre Boulanger is a Research Fellow at the EC-JRC-IPTS, Seville. He works with 
the CGE team of the AGRILIFE Unit, specialized in agricultural and trade policies, 
economic integration and food security. Prior to the European Commission, he was 
research and teaching fellow at Sciences Po Paris, in charge of a programme on 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) reform. He holds a Ph.D and a Master degree in 
international economics from Sciences Po Paris and graduate degrees in applied 
economics from Université Paris Dauphine and Universidad Autónoma de Madrid. 
 
 
 

 

Ana Brandusescu is the Research and Partnerships Advisor for the Global Open 
Data for Agriculture and Nutrition (GODAN) Secretariat. She works with open data, 
connecting communities through advocacy, research evidence and mapping, and 
strategic partnerships. Previously, Ana worked on participatory mapping in Africa- 
Caribbean-Pacific countries, the open contracting data standard, crowdmapping 
and community development in urban communities, geovisualizing trauma 
injuries, and representing informal communities with free and open source 
software tools. Ana obtained a graduate degree in Geography from McGill 
University, Montreal, Canada. 
 
 
 

 

Shenggen Fan has been Director General of the International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI) since 2009. Dr. Fan joined IFPRI in 1995 as a research fellow, 
conducting extensive research on pro-poor development strategies in Africa, Asia, 
and the Middle East. He led IFPRI’s program on public investment before becoming 
the director of the Institute’s Development Strategy and Governance Division in 
2005. He now serves as the Vice-Chair of the World Economic Forum’s Global 
Agenda Council on Food and Nutrition Security, after serving as Chair of the Council 
from 2012 to 2014. He is one of the Champions of Target 12.3 of the Sustainable 



                                                                                                                                                           
Development Goals, dedicated to inspiring action, and accelerating progress 
toward cutting global food loss and waste. In 2014, Dr. Fan received the Hunger 
Hero Award from the World Food Programme in recognition of his commitment to 
and leadership in fighting hunger worldwide. Dr. Fan received a PhD in applied 
economics from the University of Minnesota and bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from Nanjing Agricultural University in China. 
 
 

 

Emanuele Ferrari is a researcher working on computable general equilibrium (CGE) 
modelling, agricultural economics, international trade, development, and food 
security in Joint Research Centre's Institute for Prospective Technological Studies. 
Emanuele leads the CGE team of economic researchers in agriculture, CGE for 
Africa, and bioeconomy. Before joining the JRC he was a Post-doctoral research 
fellow at Oxford Brookes University, a Post-doctoral researcher at European 
Commission-JRC-IPTS, a consultant at the FAO and cooperated with CEPAL - 
Mexico and UNCTAD. He holds a PhD in Development Economics from the 
University of Florence and an International Master degree in Cooperation and 
Development from the University of Pavia. 
 
 

 

Sergio Gomez y Paloma is a Senior Researcher and Scientific Officer at the EC-JRC-
IPTS, Seville. He holds a degree in agricultural sciences (Napoli University), a 
master’s degree in agribusiness (Milano U.), a master's degree in rural development 
(AgroParisTech) and a PhD in agricultural economics (Bologna U.). In 1991–1996 he 
was a lecturer in development and international economics at Roskilde 
Universitetscenter Department of Economics and Planning (Denmark). He has 
been an advisor to the EU Economic and Social Committee, Brussels (1992–1995). 
Since 1996 he has worked at the EC-JRC-IPTS, where he has coordinated the 
Project on Mediterranean and Regional Perspectives (1997–2000) and the Action on 
Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development (2007–2014). Since 2015 he is 
Associate Editor of Agricultural Economics, the journal of the International 
Association of Agricultural Economists. He has published on agricultural 
economics, transition and development economics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                                           

 

Michael Hailu has been the Director of the Technical Centre for Agricultural and 
Rural Cooperation (CTA) since May 2010. He has more than 30 years of professional 
experience in agricultural research and development in Africa and Asia. Prior to 
joining CTA he held senior leadership positions at the World Agroforestry Centre 
(ICRAF) Nairobi, Kenya and at the Center for International Forestry Research in 
Indonesia. Mr. Hailu has implemented a new strategy for CTA refocusing the 
Centre’s work on enhancing inclusive value chains; promoting conducive 
agricultural policies and strategies; and strengthening capacities of ARD 
institutions and networks in knowledge management and ICTs. He has degrees 
from the Universities of Pittsburgh and Addis Ababa and was trained in strategic 
leadership at the Stanford University Graduate School of Business. 
 
 
 

 

Jean-Pierre Halkin joined DG Development of Commission in 1986. From 1992 to 
1997, he was the economic adviser in Côte d'Ivoire where he dealt with a broad 
portfolio which included rural development programs focusing on value chains, 
regional trade, and access to market.  In addition, he was also in charge of the 
coordination of a vast food security intervention mitigating the impact of the 
Liberian war in four countries (Liberia, Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea, and Sierra Leone). In 
2006, he was appointed Head of the Unit in charge of methodological support for 
the following themes: Food Security and Nutrition, Rural Development and 
Agriculture, Environment and Climate Change. Since 2011, he has lead the Unit in 
EuropeAid, Rural Development, Food Security and Nutrition. 
 
 
 

 

Hans-Harald Jahn is Head of the Agribusiness and Rural Development Division at 
the European Investment Bank (EIB), which has the responsibility for agro-food-
forestry, biomass-based industries – comprising green renewable energy – and rural 
development. He has a PhD in Economics and is a licensed engineer in agriculture 
with more than thirty years of experience in research, sector policy, public and 
private project work in industries, services and tourism; in both industrialized and 
developing countries. Prior to joining the EIB in 1989, Dr. Jahn worked for other 
international (World Bank) and national finance institutions. 
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Francois Kayitakire is a Senior Scientist at the Joint Research Centre (JRC) in 
Monitoring Agricultural Resources Unit of the Institute of Environment and 
Sustainability (IES) based in Ispra, Italy. He’s leading a team working on resilience 
and on food and nutrition security assessment within the Food Security Group. His 
current activities focus on resilience for food and nutrition security, in particular the 
resilience measurement, food and nutrition security assessments and on 
agricultural risk management in developing countries. Francois’ first assignment at 
the European Commission in 2005 was within the Unit for Global Security and Crisis 
Management at the JRC. Francois holds a Ph.D. degree in Agricultural Sciences, 
with a thesis in remote sensing, from the Universite Catholique de Louvain (UCL), 
Belgium. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Kamel Louhichi is a Senior Researcher at the EC-JRC-IPTS, Seville. Previously he 
was a senior researcher at the French National Institute for Agricultural Research 
(INRA). He is an agricultural economist specializing in quantitative analysis of 
agricultural and environmental policies, at both farm and regional scales. He has 
extensive experience in mathematical programming models and in bio-economic 
modelling approaches, integrating biophysical and economic models. He has been 
involved in several ongoing national and international projects on assessing the 
impact of technological innovation and agricultural policies, mainly the EU's 
Common Agricultural Policy. In recent years, he has specialized in food security and 
poverty analysis in developing countries, mainly in Africa. 
 
 

 

Joseph Mulambu is the HarvestPlus Country Manager for Rwanda. Prior to joining 
the HarvestPlus Iron Beans Biofortification Program in Rwanda, Mr. Mulambu 
worked as Seeds Manager for a multinational private cotton business enterprise, 
where he provided agronomic technical expertise to cotton seed growers and 
facilitated marketing of produce. Overall, he has more than ten years’ work 
experience in food and nutritional security programs in both public and private 
sectors. He holds a Master of Science in Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security 
from the Royal Agricultural University in the United Kingdom. 
 
 

 

Brave Ndisale is the Director ad interim of the Social Policies and Rural Institutions 
Division of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
based in Rome. Prior to this post, she was Ambassador to Belgium, France, 
Netherlands, Luxembourg, Italy, Switzerland, The Principality of Monaco, and the 
European Union. She previously held senior positions in government and 
international organizations, including the African Union Commission, in a variety of 
areas including policy and planning. She has done short-term consultancies with 
FAO, AFRICARE, and the African Development Bank. 
 
 



                                                                                                                                                           

 

Thierry Nègre is Head of the Food Security Group in the Monitoring Agricultural 
Resources Unit of the European Commission Joint Research Centre (JRC). A French 
national, Thierry NEGRE was born in Limoges in 1963. After graduating from the 
Institut National Agronomique Paris-Grignon in 1987, he worked for the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations on the development of national 
food security information systems in Africa and Asia. He joined the European 
Commission in 1997 and was the initiator of food security information activities in 
JRC in 2001. Subsequently, Thierry NEGRE served as scientific counsellor in the 
European Union Delegation to the Holy See, the Order and Malta and the United 
Nations Organizations in Rome. 
 
 

 

Stineke Oenema is the Coordinator for the United Nations Standing Committee on 
Nutrition (UNSCN) as well as a member of the Independent Expert Group for Global 
Nutrition Report. Prior to joining the UNSCN Secretariat, she worked at 
Wageningen University, the Centre for Development Innovation as a nutrition 
expert, and before that she worked for several years for ICCO, a Dutch-based NGO 
with regional offices in Africa, Latin America and Asia. During these years she was 
also chairing the European Food Security Group and as well as the multi-
stakeholder Netherlands Working Group on Nutrition. 
 
 

 
 
 

Rajul Pandya-Lorch, a Kenyan citizen of Indian origin, is Head of IFPRI's 2020 Vision 
for Food, Agriculture, and the Environment Initiative, a global initiative that seeks 
to identify solutions for meeting world food needs while reducing poverty and 
protecting the environment. She concurrently serves as chief of staff in the Director 
General's Office. An IFPRI staff member since 1987, she has focused her research on 
trends in and prospects for global food security and on policies to alleviate and 
prevent food insecurity, poverty, and environmental degradation, with particular 
emphasis on sustainable development in African countries south of the Sahara. She 
earned a bachelor's degree in economics from Wellesley College and a master's 
degree in public and international affairs from Princeton University. 
 
 

 

Danielle Resnick is a Senior Research Fellow in IFPRI’s Development Strategies and 
Governance Division (DSGD). She is a political scientist who focuses on the political 
economy of development. Key research areas include the impacts of public sector 
reforms on accountability and efficiency, drivers of agricultural policy volatility and 
reform, urban governance structures and their influence on service delivery, 
democratization and political participation, and foreign aid effectiveness. Danielle 
received her Ph.D. in Government from Cornell University in 2010. 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                                           

 

Roberto Ridolfi is Director of the European Commission for Sustainable Growth 
and Development at DG for International Cooperation and Development. Twice 
Ambassador/Head of delegation to the European Union, Dr. Ridolfi was first in Suva 
where he served from 2005 to 2007. There, he was in charge of all the relations of 
the European Union with 15 Pacific countries and territories. In 2010 he was 
appointed in Uganda by the High Representative for Foreign Policy of the EU where 
he served till September 2013. 
 
 

 

Sisay Sinamo, MD, MPH is a Nutrition Advisor for World Vision International East 
Africa Region. He is a subject matter expert for nutrient approaches with field 
experience in CMAM, IYCF, Positive Deviant Hearth, promoting locally indigenous 
food, including bio-fortified crops, to increase nutrient density of diet in 
developmental, emergency, fragile and transitional contexts in Africa. He has over 
15 years of experience in nutrition programs and strategy development, 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation. He actively engaged in documenting 
promising practices, take part in operational research and disseminate the WV work 
through different regional and international forums such as ANEC, FANUS and INC. 
 
 

 

Vladimír Šucha is the Director-General of the Joint Research Centre, the in-house 
science service of the European Commission, since 2014. Previously, he was the JRC 
Deputy Director-General and before that he spent six years as Director for Culture 
and Media in the Directorate-General for Education and Culture. Before joining the 
European Commission, he was Director of the Slovak Research and Development 
Agency, the national body responsible for funding research. From 2004-2005 he 
was principal advisor for European affairs to the Slovak Minister of Education. He 
worked at the Permanent Representation of Slovakia to the EU as research, 
education and culture counsellor, from 2000-2004. In parallel, Mr Šucha has 
followed a long-term academic and research career, as a full professor in Slovakia 
and visiting professor/scientist at a variety of academic institutions in other 
countries and has published about 100 scientific publications. 
 
 

 

Johan Swinnen is a professor of Economics and Director of the LICOS-Centre for 
Institutions and Economic Performance at the Catholic University of Leuven, 
Belgium. He is also a senior research fellow at the Centre for European Policy 
Studies (CEPS), Brussels, where he directs the program on food security and 
development policy.  He was previously lead economist at the World Bank and 
Economic Advisor at the European Commission.  He is president of the International 
Association of Agricultural Economists.   
 
 



                                                                                                                                                           

 

Philippe Thomas is Team Leader and Head of the sector Food Crisis within the 
European Commission, for the "Rural development, Food security and Nutrition 
thematic unit" in the Directorate General Development and Cooperation. He 
trained as an economist and as a veterinary doctor and worked for 20 years in 
several sub Saharan African countries with food security, animal and human health 
and also public expenditure issues. He has been working for the European 
Commission for the last 9 years and 13 years for the French Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. Among his responsibilities, he is in charge of the EU Food Facility and of 
issues related to the link food crisis and development (LRRD, resilience, DRR, etc.). 
 
 

 

Norbert Tuyishime studied agricultural economics and has a master's degree from 
the University of Nairobi. He joined Eastern Africa Farmers Federation beginning of 
2013 as program officer in charge of knowledge management. Since 2015 he has 
been in charge of Trade and Agribusiness.  Prior to that he worked for Starbucks 
Farmer Support Centre in Rwanda as a business advisor for coffee farmer 
cooperatives. He also worked in the Ministry of Regional Integration in Rwanda. 
 
 

 

Teunis van Rheenen is IFPRI’s Head of Partnerships and Business Development. In 
this capacity, he is responsible for the development, enhancement, and 
maintenance of strategic partnerships and networks. Before joining IFPRI, he was a 
Senior Economist at the Agricultural Economics Research Institute in The Hague, 
The Netherlands, focusing on issues related to nature and the economy. For his 
PhD, which he obtained from the Wageningen Agricultural University, he studied 
farm-level optimal resource allocation in East Java, Indonesia. 
 
 

 

David Wilkinson is the Director of the Institute for Environment and Sustainability 
of the Joint Research Centre of the European Commission, responsible for the 
provision of scientific and technical support to EU policies for the protection of the 
environment and the more efficient and sustainable management of natural 
resources at global and continental scales. In the Joint Research Centre he has 
worked in a wide range of areas where science supports the EU policy process, 
including environment, security and nuclear decommissioning. Prior to joining the 
European Commission in 1995, he worked for 14 years as a consulting systems 
engineer in the UK. David holds a PhD in Theoretical Condensed Matter Physics and 
is a Chartered Engineer and a Fellow of the Institution of Engineering and 
Technology and a Fellow of the Institute of Physics. 
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