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Viet Nam market (photo by Philippe Berry, IFPRI).

In the volatile context of the Asian financial
crises, which some have contended are the

result of globalization, IFPRI sponsored a joint
symposium with the Vietnamese Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development on “Food

Cao Duc Phat, director of the Department of
Agriculture Policy and Rural Development at
Viet Nam’s Ministry of Agriculture, emphasized
that Viet Nam’s participation in regional trade
organizations such as the Association of

Policy in Indochina:
Effects of Globalization.”
The symposium, held in
Hanoi in March 1999
brought together expertson
food and agricultural pol-
icy issues from Cambodia,
China, Laos, Myanmar,
Thailand, and Viet Nam, as
well as IFPRI and other
international organiza-
tions. They shared experi-

Southeast Asian Nations
and the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
forum and its applica-
tion to join the World
Trade Organization
“pose both an opportu-
nity and a challenge for
Viet Nam to be as com-
petitive as possible.” He
cited the lack of arable
land, the need for im-

ences and information on topics ranging from
market reforms and ricemarkets to poverty reduc-
tion, food security and nutrition, agricultural di-
versification, and water management. As IFPRI
director general Per Pinstrup-Andersen said, “We
really wanted to understand the particular situa-
tions each country in the region is facing and,
more important, to facilitate discussions about
how they can benefit from globalization.”

As countries the world over lower their trade
barriers to make their markets truly global, coun-
tries with underdeveloped markets will fall be-
hind unless they liberalize domestic and interna-
tional trade, develop markets, and harness com-
parative advantages through proactive govern-
ment policies. The transition economies of the
Greater Mekong subregion—Cambodia, China,
Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam—have
made significant progress in liberalizing markets,
but there is still a longwaytogo.

proved infrastructure, underemployment, pov-
erty, and environmental degradation as issues that
VietNammustaddress.

Sustained growth in rice productivity is the
precondition to effective agricultural diversifica-
tion. Otherwise, a trade-off between food security
and commercial agriculture will constrain the
capacity of small rural households to respond to
the incentives provided by more favorable prices.
U Myat Thein of the Institute of Economics,
Myanmar, reminded the participants that “Given
the conflicting demands for low food prices and
incentives for farmers, agricultural policy and
economywide interventions must not be heavily
weighted against farmers but must strike a fine
balance between the two.”

Symposium participants concluded that
emphasis on rural development is essential for
stable growth and poverty alleviation in the region,
primarily because more than 80 percent of the
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A I L B O XI F P R I M

This is in response to your item on “Recon-
structing Honduras,” in John Hoddinott’s

Commentary, , December1998.
You give many excellent suggestions of

how to make things better there. But, from a
long-term perspective, these are a bit like Band-
Aids for someone with a cancer. Honduras has a
serious disease caused by decades of large-
scale, foreign-owned, export-oriented, com-
mercial plantation agriculture on the flat, irri-
gated lands, while most of the “small farmers”
to whom you refer have been forced higher and
higher on steep hillsides.

My suggestion, particularly for Honduras,
but also for parts of the other countries, is to
utilize this catastrophe as an opportunity to cure
the main agricultural problem of that area—a
system of land distribution that has forced most
of the rural people up into the hills and onto
poor soils, while most of the good flat land (of-
ten irrigated) has been in the hands of large U.S.
corporations shipping bananas and other food
crops abroad. The news is that damage to these
plantations, largely flooded and covered with
silt and rubbish, is so great that the companies
are considering abandoning them. This has
been labeled as a potential loss of jobs for hun-
dreds of local people. I think it could be a poten-
tial gain of jobs for thousands!

In my view, the time is ripe for a serious
land reform, which has not been seen anywhere
in the world since the end of World War II, when
the United States did just that in Taiwan and
Japan. The international development commu-
nity should encourage large-scale export agri-
culture firms in Central America to discontinue
their production on those damaged lands and to
turn over that land to a UN-monitored land re-
form agency. They might allocate small parcels
of land to displaced families—one to two acres
(or one hectare) at most—and then encourage
small-scale mixed local production for on-farm
consumption. Those families would rehabili-
tate their land, one small bit at a time, with hand
labor, and they would all be better off than they
were before the storms. Farming systems re-
search and extension testifies that this would
provide more food and better livelihoods for
much greater numbers of people than any
scheme for going back to large-scale plantation
agriculture.

If you need more evidence for this, I should
be happy to provide it.

IFPRIReport

GeorgeH.Axinn
Professor Emeritus
Resource Development Department
Michigan State University

T he IFPRI web page
has a new look and

a new address. Can't
remember www.
cgiar.org/ifpri? Try this
shorter version:
www.ifpri.org. Either
URL will bring you to
IFPRI’s new, improved
website.

W W W I F P R I O R G. .

IFPRI’s website offers a variety of information
such as publication lists, press releases, employ-
ment opportunities, staff bios, and many of
IFPRI’s shorter publications, including abstracts,
newsletters, food policy statements, and 2020
Vision policy briefs. All pages are available in
graphics or text-only versions. An increasing
number of longer publications are available as
full-text documents (PDFs), and we are offering
somepages translated into French and Spanish.

The “about IFPRI” section describes
IFPRI’s research and outreach priorities and

includes many full-text discussion papers. New
sections that make the site more useful include
“What’s New,” which lists recently released
publications, press releases, and key research
activities, and “Research Themes,” which has
information on IFPRI’s research agenda, proj-
ects, and related publications.

If you cannot find a publication on our
website because you don’t know what kind of
publication it is, try our new search engine! Just
enter a title, author, or subject to view a list that
will point you in the right direction. ■

E B S I T E E T S A A C E L I F T A N D A E W E A R C H N G I N EI F P R I W G F N S E



I N T E R N A T I O N A L F O O D P O L I C Y R E S E A R C H I N S T I T U T E

R E E D I N G T A P L E O O D R O P S H A T R E O R E U T R I T I O U SB S F C T A M N

by Howarth Bouis
Senior Research Fellow, IFPRI
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It has only been in the past decade that nutrition-
ists working in poor countries have recognized

the enormity of the effects of mineral and vitamin
deficiencies on the lives ofpoor people.

Over 2 billion people in the world suffer from
iron deficiency. Because their requirements for
iron are high, women of reproductive age and
young children are at particularly high risk. It is
estimated that 50 percent of pregnant and 40 per-
cent of nonpregnant women in developing coun-
tries are anemic. Iron deficiencies during child-
hood and adolescence impair physical growth and
mental development. In adults, iron deficiency
reduces the capacity for physical labor.
Deficiencies in vitamin A, iodine, and zinc are
also widespread and devastating. Recently, there
has been a surge in public and private interest in
administering vitamin A capsules or fortifying
basic foods in developing countries. Hillary
Rodham Clinton and the U.S. Agency for
International Development are spearheading
these efforts.

While this assault on vitamin A deficiency is
admirable, leaders should also beaware that scien-
tists are investigating a complementary method
for overcoming micronutrient deficiencies that
may prove to be more cost-effective and sustain-
able. Scientists at CGIAR centers are breeding
staple food crops such as wheat and rice that are
micronutrient-dense. That is, they are developing
plants that fortify themselves. This approach is
inherently appealing because having the plants
deliver increased amounts of iron, zinc, and vita-
min A through their seeds, which are eaten, would
have low recurring costs. In contrast, vitamin cap-
sules and food fortification require ongoing an-
nual expenditures to keep delivering the nutrients.
The agronomic and economic justification for
pursuing such a strategy is laid out in a recently
published issue of (Vol.60,
Nos.1-2). Findings are cited from the CGIAR
Micronutrients Project, which seeks to develop
varieties of rice, wheat, maize, beans, and cassava
that are dense in iron, zinc, and vitaminA.

Past attempts at breeding for nutritional character-
istics (such as vitamins or protein) have run into
considerable difficulties in producing varieties
that are both nutrient-dense and high yielding (and
thus more profitable)—varieties that would be
accepted by farmers. Therefore, plant breeders

were reluctant to take on this new breeding objec-
tive. But, as sciencemakesnewadvances,conven-
tional wisdom often requires rethinking. New
knowledge in threeareas has led to a reevaluation.

First, the payoff to improved micronutrient
content is much higher than previously thought.
And the difficulties of fortifying foods or provid-
ing supplements such as pills are much greater in
developing than developed countries. Second,
advances in plant breeding techniques can speed
up the process of finding the right genotype, lead-
ing to lower research costs. Third, and perhaps
most important, recent research shows that nutri-
tional balance in traceminerals is just as crucial for
plants as for people. Research has shown that
where soils are deficient in trace minerals such as
iron and zinc, plants bred to be micronutrient-
dense are stronger, healthier, and higher yielding,
and they require fewer inputs such as fertilizer. In
other words, agricultural productivity in poor
countries may improve substantially at the same
time thathuman nutrition improves.

National research programs in countries around
the world could adapt micronutrient-dense plants
bred atcentral research facilities to theirown grow-
ing conditions. For example, the CGIAR
Micronutrients Project initially proposed to spend
US$9 million over five years to develop appropri-
ate breeding techniques for five crops. A similar
amount might be spent over the next five years to
breed high-yielding,micronutrient-densematerial
to distribute to national programs for adaptation.
That’s $18 million over 10 years. In any one year,
costs of a supplementation or fortification pro-
gram in a single populous country such as India
would far exceed $20million.

Moreover, the additional profits farmers earn
could well justify the research investment. For
example, if the zinc-dense seeds already available
on a commercial basis inAustralia wereadapted to
growing conditions in Turkey, which has particu-
larly zinc-deficient soils, Turkish wheat farmers
would save $75 million annually in reduced seed-
ing rates alone. This does not even count the bene-
fits ofhigheryieldsorhealthier children.

According to the World Bank, in South Asia,
deficiencies in iron, vitamin A, and iodine alone
cause economic losses equal to 5 percent of GNP
each year from sickness, poor work performance,
lost education, and other factors.

Field Crops Research

HY ASN T THIS TRATEGY EEN RIED
EFORE

OMPARATIVE OSTS

W H ’ S B T
B ?

C C

UBLIC UNDINGP F
Some caveats: the plant breeding
strategy will require several years
of lead time to come on line. It
requires interdisciplinary coop-
eration among scientists and fund-
ing institutions. (Who pays for a
plant breeding strategy with a
human nutrition objective?)
Research questions, such as
whether humans will absorb ade-
quate amounts of the extra trace
minerals bred into the plants, still
must be answered. It has never
been done before. All of these
factors make it difficult to raise
public funding.

Nevertheless, the potential
payoffs are immense, and the
scientific evidence that such a
strategy will eventually be suc-
cessful is already substantial.
Policymakers cannot afford to
forget the potential benefits of
funding this low-cost and sus-
tainable strategy. ■
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W ithin the next 20 years, more poor and
undernourished people in developing

countries will live in cities than in rural areas.
Yet relatively little attention has been paid to the
questions of urban poverty, food insecurity, and
malnutrition, which have all been viewed as
predominantly rural problems. While rapid
urban growth and an increase in urban poverty
have forced policymakers, program planners,
and activists to take another look at urban prob-
lems, specific policies or programs to deal with
urban food insecurity and malnutrition are few.
In Accra, the capital of Ghana, for example, the
number of people is growing by 4.7 percent per
year. The population of the city, currently about
2.4 million, is estimated to be 5.5 million by
2020. Between 1988 and 1993, the World Bank
estimates that poverty in Accra rose from 8.5
percent of the population to 23 percent. The
level of poverty is still increasing rapidly
against a general decline in poverty in the rest of
the country. In a city where a high proportion of
the household budget is devoted to purchasing
food, poverty ismanifested as food insecurity.

In 1996, the Noguchi Memorial Institute
for Medical Research of the University of
Ghana, the World Health Organization, and
IFPRI joined together to carry out research on
how livelihoods, income, and women’s work
link to food security and nutrition in urban ar-

eas. The aim of the Accra Urban Food and
Nutrition Study (AUFNS) was to help
policymakers and analysts formulate sound,
appropriate policies and programs to address
poverty, food insecurity, and malnutrition in the
city.

The research findings were presented at a
seminar held in Accra in May 1998. The study
found that labor is the most important asset of
poor urban dwellers in Accra and earnings are
supplemented by the exchange of goods among
households. Women are more likely to earn
income from petty trading such as preparing
and selling street foods than from wage jobs.
Households acquire a substantial share of their
calories from street foods and spend one-third
of their food budgets on them. Although severe
child malnutrition was not a common problem
in Accra, mild to moderate malnutrition was
prevalent, especially among the children of
women who worked in themarkets.

The AUFNS study team worked with the
Accra Metropolitan Authority, the local gov-
erning body, and Nat Nunoo-Amarteifio, who
was then the mayor of Accra. As a result, Mr.
Amarteifio was asked to speak on “Food
Systems and Food Security in Accra” at the
1998 World Food Prize Award Symposium on
“Urbanization and Food Security” in Des
Moines, Iowa.

By Dr. Margaret
Armar-Klemesu

In this interview,

Nat Nunoo-

Amarteifio, former

mayor of Accra,

Ghana, shares his

views on the impact

and sustainability of

IFPRI research.

Mr. Nunoo-Amarteifio

Q Armar-Klemesu: What brought your attention to IFPRI’s research? How much did the
urban policy environment (political pressures and processes) at the time provide an impetus
for linking up with IFPRI?

Nunoo-Amarteifio: Several factors brought
the IFPRI research to my attention. Foremost
was Accra’s plan to relocate the central mar-
ket away from the central business area,
where it created a lot of congestion, both hu-
man and vehicular, as people flocked there to
buy food. A substantial portion of the market
had been destroyed by fire, and although
most had been rebuilt, there was a felt need to

expand the existing markets proportionate to
the growth of the city. The city government
has the responsibility of managing the mar-
kets. As mayor of the city, when the decision
on whether to move the central market arose,
I realized how intimately the market was tied
to the provision of food for city dwell-
ers—hencemyinterest in the IFPRI research.

A

H E M P A C T A N D U S T A I N A B I L I T Y O F ST I S I F P R I ’ R
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Dr. Margaret Armar-

Klemesu of the

Noguchi Memorial

Institute for Medical

Research, University

of Ghana, in Accra

conducted the inter-

view.

Dr. Armar-Klemesu

With the range of problems that a mayor must address, what were some of the key policy issues
during your tenure?HowdoissuesgetonthepolicyagendainAccra?Q
In recent years, the main ideological thrust
has centered on decentralization of the gov-
ernment, as it felt it was rather isolated, too
far removed from the people, and therefore its
programs were difficult to implement. As a
result of decentralization, local government
now has more impact on people’s lives. The
central government’s responsibilities of pro-
viding health services, educational facilities,
maintenance of roads, and so forth have all
been passed on to local government adminis-

tration. A District Assembly common fund
has been created to generate funds for local
government. However, in Accra this has been
difficult to effect. In the city, sanitation is the
issue that has top priority in policy (person-
ally, I believe population growth is more im-
portant), and this is so because the head of
state happens to have a great deal of interest
in issues relating to sanitation and garbage
disposal, ostensibly because mounds of gar-
bage are physical things that can be seen.

A

Does urban food security and nutrition get much attention in Accra? What are some of the ob-
stacles in addressing this policy problem?Q
To be honest, urban food and nutrition do not
get much attention. Although sanitation is top
priority, departmental policy does not favor
public health. Much more emphasis is placed
on the mechanical aspects of sanitation than on
the judicial and educational aspects, which
deal with the underlying problems of environ-
mental hygiene and food safety. A case in point
is the allocation of an external grant to the city
government for dealing with the problem of

sanitation in the city: the bulk of the allocation
was put into waste disposal. In terms of food
security, the heart of the matter is that even
though the city’s population is increasing rap-
idly, so far there have been no visible signs of
hunger. As the city administrator, a mayor is
only too happy when there is bread available
for people to buy. The fact that the bread is be-
ing sold next to a public latrine or refuse dump
is irrelevant, until cholera becomesan issue.

With respect to urban food and nutrition, was IFPRI’s research useful and was it used in any
policy decisionmaking?

A

A

Q
Yes, I believe the research was useful. It cre-
ated an awareness of the food situation within
the city. There is currently no mechanism
within the city administration to absorb infor-
mation relevant to policy decisionmaking

and implementation, especially for city poli-
cies on food, which are rather reactive in na-
ture and tend to be in response to issues relat-
ing to, for example, availability of food on the
market or whether cholera is on the increase.

A

Q When you had a policy problem, what sources of information did you turn to?

We usually commissioned studies by consul-
tants, in addition to information generated by
our own research wing. However, food secu-

rity issues are usually restricted to the domain
of the central government, the Ministry of
Food and Agriculture.

Q What is your opinion on the role that local and municipal governments can play in addressing
urban food and nutrition security?

A By law, the city is solely responsible for the
maintenance and upkeep of markets, which
ensure a regular supply of affordable food to

the city. There are about 34 regular markets,
specifically designed and built for the purpose,
and about 50 irregular markets that have

CONTINUED ON PAGE( 6)
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sprung up in the newer settlements and sub-
urbs. Until 20 years ago, all markets were
inherited from the colonial government, and
it was not until the main central market
burned down that smaller new markets were
built away from the central business district,
basically to decongest it. These markets were
built where people can be found and not par-
ticularly tied to supply lines. These smaller
markets may be having an impact on food
security in Accra, as food becomes more
readily available throughout the city.
However, among municipal governments,
there is practically no cooperation among

cities in terms of ensuring overall food secu-
rity by coordinating the transportation and
distribution of food. District assemblies (lo-
cal governments) need to generate funds, and
one sure way of doing this is through the col-
lection of tolls on vehicles carrying food from
the food-producing areas into the city.
Invariably the expenses incurred in transport
tolls are added to the prices of foodstuffs.
There is no mayoral conference to debate
these issues, although a current initiative to
create a marketing policy for the nation may
address this issue ofcoordination.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L F O O D P O L I C Y R E S E A R C H I N S T I T U T E

CONTINUED FROM PAGE( 5)

Q

A

Does a group or individual exist within the Accra government who facilitates the link between
policy research and policymaking?Whoaretheactorsinfluencing policies and programs?

Departmental heads (mainly civil servants)
are the implementors of government policy,
and they advise which way to go. As mayor
of Accra, I received lots of research reports,
but the attention given to a particular report
depended on the subject and the political

undertones. For instance, the statistics on
street food consumption in the AUFNS re-
port caught my attention because of themar-
ket restructuring taking place at the time and
the problem of hawkers being forced out and
perhaps being deprived of their livelihoods.

Q

A

How would you recommend that IFPRI improve its linkage with city governments, and what
mechanisms would you recommend to best communicate IFPRI’s research results to
policymakers? Should it be emphasizing links with the media, briefs for political advisers,
workshops, or others?

Making city governments aware of research
by distilling out important policy issues that
can be addressed is very important. At the
city level, the awareness of food and nutri-
tion issues is poor and hence the impact of
research findings. Take education, for in-
stance. Poor school performance is nor-
mally attributed to lack of teaching materi-
als. Rarely is it associated with poor nutri-
tion. Yet most of these school children sub-
sist on inadequate diets, which may affect
their learning capacity. Local government
officials should be aware of that.

I think the media is often helpful in cre-
ating awareness of issues that need to be
addressed. However, briefs targeted at polit-
ical advisers, who may not have the time to
read huge research reports, could also help
in improving links with city governments
and communicating research findings to
them. I think the AUFNS did a good job
with their briefs. I made it clear to them that
if their report was a thesis, I would not
bother to read it.

Q Gaining impact from policy research depends on the absorption, processing, and use of gen-
erated information by policymakers. When government administrations change, however,
the sustainability of policy research recommendations becomes tenuous. How would you
recommend that IFPRImaintain policy impact during government transitions?

A Making contact with the new administration
is important to sustain already established
processes. Unfortunately when political
administrations change, civil servants, who
are mainly the implementors of policy rec-

ommendations, tend to toe the line of the
new administration, and this could be a con-
straint if the new policies run counter to ini-
tiatives and linkages already in place.
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Agricultural Research and Productivity
Growth in India,

Classification and Regression Trees,
CART: A User Manual for Identifying
Indicators of Vulnerability to Famine and
Chronic Food Insecurity,

Soil Degradation: A Threat to Developing-
Country Food Security by 2020?,

Research Report 109, by
Robert E. Evenson, Carl E. Pray, andMark
W.Rosegrant

Microcomputers
in Policy Research 3, by Yisehac Yohannes
and PatrickWebb

Food,
Agriculture, and the Environment
Discussion Paper 27, by Sara J. Scherr.

India has one of the largest agricultural research
systems in the world, but during this time of eco-
nomic liberalization and budget constraints, is
the amount being invested in research appropri-
ate? Evenson, Pray, and Rosegrant assess the
effects that public investment has had on the
growth of productivity of the factors used in
Indian agricultural production and examine the
growing role of private investment in agricultural
research. They find that, contrary to expecta-
tions, the returns from research have remained
high as the Green Revolution has matured. And
research by private agribusiness firms in farm
machinery and chemicals has also contributed
significantly. (ISBN 0-89629-112-x,90 pp.)

CART (Classification and Regression Trees) is a
statistical methodology developed for under-
standing the variables and interactions of vari-
ables that produce a given phenomenon. It offers
tree-structured results that areeasy to understand.
Thismanual introduces thebasic principles of the
CART approach to classifying data and describes
how to set up an information system to identify
households that are vulnerable to serious food
shortages. IFPRI has used CART in its work on
famine in Ethiopia to identify indicators of vul-
nerability to famine at regional and household
levels, in order to target relief and rehabilitation
interventions more accurately. The manual pro-

vides a detailed example of how to build CART-
based data trees and discusses the strengths and
weaknesses of the methodology. It also provides
examples of CART analysis from IFPRI studies
and discusses when and why CART might be
useful for data analysis. Examples of computer
program codes and information on hardware and
software requirements are included as well.
(ISBN 0-89629-337-8, 50 pp.)

As 2020 approaches, pressure on land resources
is likely to intensify along with the need to feed
the growing world population. In the long run,
declining soil productivity, which is already lim-
iting agricultural production in some regions,
could become a serious problem, according to
this recent 2020 Vision discussion paper.
Productivity has declined substantially on about
16 percent of farmland in developing countries
over the past 50 years. Today, soil quality is low
on 25 percent of the world’s agricultural land.
Degradation is especially severe in Africa and
CentralAmerica.

Scherr reviews more than 80 recent studies
to assess the effects of soil degradation on food
security and predicts future patterns of soil deg-
radation. She evaluates these findings in rela-
tion to key policy concerns: aggregate food
supply and price, agricultural income and eco-
nomic growth, consumption by poor farm
households, and long-term national wealth in
soil resources. She also provides guidance on
policy and research priorities to reduce the
threat of land degradation to food security.
(ISBN 0-89629-631-8, 63 pp.)n
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Q Finally, having had access to all this information from the IFPRI research, what are some of
the actions you would take to address the issues raised if you were stillmayorofAccra?

A I believe the collaboration between IFPRI
and the Ghanaian researchers has been valu-
able because its findings were relevant and
tailored to the needs of the city administra-
tion. For example, it not only focused on
Accra as a whole, it looked at specific areas
with pertinent social problems such as Ga
Mashie [a crowded center-city area]. I think
that more research into social aspects of
city management, of which food security is
one, should be commissioned. After plan-

ning the market restructuring program, I
discovered that FAO had conducted a lot of
research on markets and food distribution
in Accra. If I had had access to that informa-
tion, I would probably have handled the
decentralization of the central market dif-
ferently. Therefore, timely research infor-
mation tailored to policy must be presented
in such a way that policy can be easily for-
mulated and implemented.n
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G rowing populations, constraints on eco-
nomic growth, and fragile natural re-

source bases pose familiar but immense chal-
lenges to the developing world. How can de-
veloping countries best meet these challenges
while improving the food security and overall
livelihood of their populations, especially
those that are poor? In the sixth lecture in
IFPRI’s annual lecture series, which provides
a forum for speakers at the forefront of current
thinking to discuss critical issues related to
food policy, Moise C. Mensah, a former
Beninese minister of finance, took on this
question by focusing on Benin. His lecture,
“Feeding More People and Better in West
Africa: The Case of Benin,” was held at IFPRI
on November 30, 1998.

Although the gap between food supply
and demand is not significant in Benin, about a

third of the population is food insecure and
this proportion could grow as the population
almost doubles over the next two decades.
Inadequate food production in some parts of
the country and lack of income hamper access
to food, according to Mensah. To help make
Beninese food secure, Mensah suggested that
several steps be taken: promote on- and off-
farm income generation in rural areas, estab-
lish innovative rural finance institutions, im-
prove productivity and strengthen grassroots
organizations to take advantage of research
and extension services, improve market effi-
ciency, make better use of regional economic
ties, and further the sustainable use of natural
resources.

Mensah’s lecture is available in published
form from IFPRI.n

M P R O V I N G O O D E C U R I T Y I N E S T F R I C A

H E A S E O F E N I N

I F S W A —
T C B

population resides in rural areas and because the
urban sector cannot absorb them into productive
employment in the medium term. As IFPRI se-
nior research fellow Mark Rosegrant stated at the
symposium: “Other countries in the region have
achieved lasting reductions in poverty by promot-
ing rapid growth of agriculture; investment in
human capital, in particular, access to health care
and education; and development of labor-
intensive enterprises off the farm. These are im-
portant lessons for the transition economies.”

Since most poverty in the region arises from
low productivity of agricultural labor, agro-food
industries could be an effective means to gener-
ate productive activities such as processing,
trade, transportation, and construction. IFPRI
senior research fellow Francesco Goletti said, “It
will be essential to promote the development of
small- and medium-size industries so that the
many vital, thriving household microenterprises
can graduate into larger entities linked to urban
and internationalmarkets.”

Jikun Huang of China’s Center for Chinese
Agricultural Policy pointed out the importance of

expanding industry in rural areas to generate em-
ployment. Although China’s policy of rural in-
dustrialization has helped absorb much of the
excess rural labor in China, rural incomes are still
well belowurban incomes,hesaid.

Water is another critical area of focus for
these countries, the participants agreed.
Cooperation in the Greater Mekong Basin will
become increasingly important as water be-
comesmorescarce and trade-offs between devel-
opment and the environment become more
sharply defined. National policy reforms are es-
sential to integrate currently fragmented water
management and to assure users of secure water
rights.

The joint symposium was held in conjunc-
tion with an annual meeting of IFPRI’s Board of
Trustees in Viet Nam. The symposium was the
culmination of several years of IFPRI work in
Viet Nam, in collaboration with the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development, on ways to
help the country meet the challenge of becoming
morecompetitive inworld markets.n
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icy world.
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