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Foreword
In the wake of the food crises of the early 1970s and the resulting World Food Conference of 1974, 

a group of innovators realized that food security depends not only on crop production but also 

on the policies that affect food systems, from farm to table. In 1975, the International Food Policy 

Research Institute (IFPRI) was founded to provide solid research and evidence-based policy options 

to sustainably reduce poverty and end hunger and malnutrition.

Agriculture and rural development play a critical role in alleviating poverty and undernutrition. 

IFPRI research has addressed key issues over time, with a current focus on support for sustainable 

agricultural growth, investment in agricultural research, provision of safety nets to strengthen 

resilience, prioritization of nutrition interventions for women and children, property rights and 

management of natural resources, and partnerships with other development organizations.

Germany prioritizes rural development and food security in its international development agenda. 

These priorities reflect those of IFPRI and its long-standing German partners—which include 

the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Deutsche Gesellschaft 

für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), several German universities such as the Center for 

Development Research (ZEF) at the University of Bonn, and the nongovernmental organization 

(NGO) Welthungerhilfe. BMZ’s project funding for international agricultural research centers has 

allowed IFPRI the opportunity to collaborate with German research partners to develop high-

quality, evidence-based research on food and nutrition policy.

As a trusted source of data and analysis on food policy issues, IFPRI informs policymaking 

processes, stimulates debate, and ensures that stakeholders have solid evidence on which to base 

decisions on improving food and nutrition security. IFPRI’s priority areas, as outlined in its 2013–

2018 strategy, mirror Germany’s priorities of ensuring sustainable food production and healthy 

food systems. This brochure highlights some of the key research collaborations between IFPRI and 

German institutions in recent years.
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Supporting Evidence-Based 
Policymaking
Strategic Investment Planning to Improve Growth 

and Reduce Poverty

MOTIVATION

After years of low agricultural productivity and declining 

rural investment, in 2002 the African Union launched 

the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 

Programme (CAADP). Participating African governments 

committed to allocating 10 percent of their national 

budgets to agriculture while aspiring to achieve 6 per-

cent yearly growth in agricultural gross domestic product 

GERMANY’S POSTDOC PROGRAM FOR INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL 
RESEARCH CENTERS 

Several young German research-

ers have joined IFPRI with two-

year postdoctoral fellowships 

supported through Germany’s 

PostDoc Program for Interna-

tional Agricultural Research 

Centers. The program, previously 

managed by GIZ and currently led 

by the Centre for International 

Migration and Development 

(CIM), was a catalyst for several 

German researchers to deepen 

their understanding of food 

security issues and hence help 

strengthen the German agricul-

tural research community. The 

outcomes of the program have 

included the following:

• One postdoctoral fellow was 

promoted to research fellow at 

IFPRI and leads IFPRI’s research 

in the Middle East and North 

Africa. Research in this region 

provides knowledge, strengthens 

capacity, and seeks to influence 

policy and investment decisions 

for an Arab world free of poverty 

and malnutrition. 

• One CIM fellow, based in IFPRI’s 

New Delhi office, conducted field 

research on governance of rural 

service provision in several Indian 

states. After working as a research 

fellow at the University of Han-

nover, she now works as a gas mar-

ket analyst in the private sector.

• Another fellow was instru-

mental in developing the Global 

Hunger Index, which provides a 

simple way of ranking countries 

and illustrating global trends in 

hunger. The index is developed 

by IFPRI, in collaboration with its 

partners Concern Worldwide and 

the German Welthungerhilfe, as 

a tool for annually measuring 

the state of hunger worldwide 

and by country. 

• Finally, a former fellow is work-

ing on the links between health, 

nutrition, and environment at 

the United Nations International 

Atomic Energy Agency. 

(GDP). In 2004, BMZ was the first donor to fund IFPRI’s 

support for the New Partnership for Africa’s Develop-

ment secretariat. This funding allowed the Institute, 

between 2004 and 2007, to prepare a roadmap to 

guide the CAADP implementation process, establish the 

program’s credibility among development partners, and 

facilitate the adoption of the CAADP agenda by more 

than 20 African countries and by regional economic 

communities. From 2008 to 2011, with support from 

BMZ and other donors, IFPRI assisted the secretariat and 

regional economic communities in implementing and 

advocating the CAADP agenda at regional, subregional, 

and national levels. IFPRI also helped build the capacity 

of national teams and experts to lead the analysis.
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OUTCOMES

 X This support contributed to the implementation of 

the CAADP process, which included 23 roundtable 

discussions and country compact agreements signed 

by African governments that outlined specific com-

mitments to agricultural policy, budgetary expendi-

tures, development assistance, and policy dialogue 

for the purpose of ensuring the achievement of 

CAADP’s growth and budget targets. One of IFPRI’s 

main contributions to each country’s work was the 

construction of baseline data and analytical tools to 

inform decisionmaking processes.

 X A CAADP framework document was successfully 

developed and finalized. The framework document 

included an analysis of strategic issues, best practices, 

and models for successfully integrating smallholder 

farmers into modern value chains. The framework 

also contained a guide to benchmarking and moni-

toring program implementation and performance.

 X A CAADP journalist network was launched to improve 

journalists’ understanding of agricultural issues.

 X IFPRI’s support to CAADP has included a strong 

capacity-building component; more than a dozen 

graduate students were trained and produced theses 

based on the projects’ research questions.

 X CAADP has been both embraced as a framework for 

development assistance by multilateral and bilateral 

development agencies and adopted as a model for 

strategic development and implementation outside 

Africa. Non-African countries, for example, must fol-

low a CAADP-like process to qualify for the Global 

Agriculture and Food Security Program.

Ensuring Yemen’s Food Security

MOTIVATION

In response to the 2007–2008 global food crisis, the 

government of Yemen asked IFPRI to develop a 

national food security strategy. IFPRI, building on its 

previous work on food security in Yemen, provided 

technical support for the development of the strategy 

in close collaboration with the multi-ministerial Yemeni 

food security committee and with the support of inter-

national partners, including GIZ, the European Union 

(EU), and the World Bank.

OUTCOMES

 X Approved by the Yemeni cabinet early in 2011, the 

strategy set clear goals for improving food security 

in Yemen by 2020 and provided a seven-point action 

plan for achieving these goals. The strategy was 

summarized in a set of briefs, accompanied by the 

Yemen Digital Food Security Atlas to facilitate the 

visualization and communication of the strategy.

 X IFPRI provided 70 students and government officials 

with relevant training in economic modeling and 

food security analysis, in collaboration with GIZ; the 

Kiel Institute of the World Economy; and the Policies, 

Institutions and Markets CGIAR Research Program. 

These efforts helped the Ministry of Planning and 

International Cooperation’s Forecasting Unit become 

a hub for economic modeling. In addition, several 
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participants were empowered to independently 

begin applying their newfound economic model-

ing skills.

 X The strategy was used to support the government 

of Yemen’s application for funding from the Global 

Agriculture and Food Security Program. The applica-

tion resulted in a $36 million grant. While the civil 

unrest of 2011–2012 and its aftermath delayed the 

implementation of the strategy, the High Council 

of Food Security and a technical secretariat were 

created in May 2013 and designated as implement-

ing agents. In September 2013, the Yemeni prime 

minister and other high-ranking national and 

international officials attended a workshop orga-

nized by the Ministry of Planning and International 

Cooperation with support from GIZ, IFPRI, and other 

partners for the purpose of determining the next 

steps in the strategy’s implementation. These next 

steps included a food security monitoring system, 

awareness campaigns, and the preparation of a food 

security compact (see the Ongoing Projects section 

for more information).

Understanding the Links 
between Natural Resources 
and Food Security

The Economics of Land Degradation

MOTIVATION

Awareness of environmental risks has come to the fore-

front of the global development agenda in recent years, 

but more can be done to translate this awareness into 

effective action. Land degradation is a serious threat 

to long-term food security. Some of the causes of land 

degradation include population density, poverty, lack 

of land tenure and access to agricultural extension, 

poor infrastructure, and lack of access to markets, as 

well as policies that promote the use of land-degrading 

practices (for example, bioenergy subsidies that encour-

age land use conversion at the expense of biodiversity).

Policy action and research are needed to resolve the 

paradox of rising land values and continued low invest-

ment levels. With this in mind, in 2011 IFPRI and ZEF 
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researchers, funded by BMZ, gathered and analyzed 

existing knowledge on land degradation as part of the 

Economics of Land Degradation initiative. The research, 

which focused on the problems’ causes and repercus-

sions, was summarized in the policy brief, Economics of 

Land Degradation: The Costs of Action versus Inaction. 

The project developed a methodology for evaluating 

the costs and benefits of intervention and mitigation to 

enable comparison between the costs of intervention 

and inaction and for identifying activities and areas 

where investments would have the highest expected 

returns and largest impact on human welfare. Results 

showed that land degradation over the next 25 years 

may reduce global food production by up to 12 percent, 

resulting in an increase of up to 30 percent in world 

food prices. 

Researchers proposed that the international develop-

ment community should decentralize natural resource 

management, invest in agricultural research and 

development, and build local capacity for participa-

tory programs.

OUTCOMES

 X IFPRI research results were included in the United 

Nations (UN) Convention to Combat Desertifica-

tion’s Zero Net Land Degradation policy brief. The 

brief contributed to the final resolution of the UN 

Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) 

held in Brazil in June 2012. The resolution, signed 

by heads of state and government and high-level 

representatives, called for urgent action to reverse 

land degradation.

 X Andris Piebalgs, the EU commissioner for develop-

ment, cited this project’s research findings in his 

speech to the UN General Assembly during the UN 

high-level meeting on desertification in September 

2011, after which the findings were discussed in 

greater detail at a side event.

Strategies for Adapting to Climate Change in Rural 

Africa South of the Sahara

MOTIVATION

The impact of climate change will be most severe 

in tropical countries, particularly in those that have 

scarce resources with which to adapt. Farmers in such 

countries are most affected by changes in climate, and 

even small changes can have a significant impact on 

their livelihoods and overall well-being. Many of the 

countries of Africa south of the Sahara are at high 

risk because of their tropical climates and significant 

poverty levels. Moreover, such countries often have 

few resources available to channel into adaptation 

strategies, and policymakers are often unable to make 

effective decisions because they have little informa-

tion about the projected impact of climate change 

in their respective countries. With support from BMZ, 

IFPRI partnered with the Association for Strength-

ening Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central 

Africa (ASARECA); the Food, Agriculture and Natural 

Resources Policy Analysis Network (FANRPAN); and 

other national partners to generate country-level anal-

yses of climate change impacts and adaptation strate-

gies for ten countries in East Africa and eight countries 

in southern Africa. IFPRI published the results in the 

2013 book Southern African Agriculture and Climate 

Change: A Comprehensive Analysis.
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OUTCOMES

 X IFPRI and its partners used economic modeling to 

project specific impacts of climate change. Locally 

based collaborators interpreted the results, with 

some assistance from IFPRI, thereby facilitating 

the wide dissemination and uptake of the results 

and contextualizing national-level policy on cli-

mate change.

 X Results were presented at the 2012 and 2013 Con-

ferences of the Parties (COP-18 and COP-19) under 

the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) and at FANRPAN’s and ASARECA’s annual 

meetings in 2013.

Improving Access to Markets

Strengthening Rural Producer Organizations

MOTIVATION

For smallholder agriculture to succeed in Africa south 

of the Sahara, smallholder farmers need to take advan-

tage of economies of scale in procuring inputs and 

marketing their produce. Smallholders can achieve this 

by acting collectively, thereby receiving better prices 

on input and output markets. In recent years, gov-

ernments and donor agencies have shown renewed 

interest in rural producer organizations as a means of 

improving access to markets. IFPRI’s research in this 

area—from 2009 to 2012, in partnership with the Uni-

versity of Hohenheim and the Institute for the Study 

of Labor—was aimed at improving smallholder liveli-

hoods by strengthening the ability of rural producer 

organizations to improve their members’ access to 

input and output markets. In particular, the research 

focused on ways to affect organizational performance 

in Senegal, Uganda, and Zambia by enhancing mem-

ber participation.

OUTCOMES

 X IFPRI conducted a marketing training course for 49 

farmer groups in Senegal in January 2012. When 

compared to a control group of 26 farmer groups 

that did not receive training, the course was esti-

mated to have had a strong and positive effect on 

people’s willingness to engage in collective market-

ing. Interestingly, members who participated in 

the training positively affected the attitude toward 

collective marketing of nonparticipating members 

within their organizations.

 X IFPRI’s working capital credit intervention looked 

at whether loaning working capital (that is, the 

cash needed for day-to-day operations) to farmer 

groups results in improved marketing outcomes for 

farmers by allowing them to receive cash immedi-

ately upon delivery of a product to the group. This 
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research, based on extensive randomized trials, had 

a significant impact on the output of rural producer 

organizations, almost doubling the amount collected 

by the groups. Through this increase in marketed 

volume, the intervention allowed the groups to 

obtain higher prices for their products. Further-

more, these positive results have prompted several 

groups to continue with a similar program while 

using evidence from IFPRI’s study as a way to attract 

loans from commercial banks to sustain the fund for 

partial cash payments.

Contracting Out of Poverty

MOTIVATION

Gaining access to markets is challenging for smallhold-

ers who may not be able to compete with larger opera-

tions that can provide firms with consistent quantities 

of high-quality products. This barrier to entry may be 

due to the smallholders’ inability to exploit economies 

of scale, but it can also be due to their apprehension 

about signing contracts, which have been seen as too 

risky in the past. This line of research explored three 

innovative contract structures to solve this problem, 

focusing on markets for high-value crops in three 

diverse locations: Peru, Tanzania, and Vietnam. Inno-

vative contract designs were developed with private 

companies in each country (a mango producer in Peru 

and milk processors in Vietnam and Tanzania) through 

randomized trials. These designs included farmers 

receiving credit from a local credit union backed by the 

company (in Peru), farmers receiving a price incentive 

for an increase in production of first-quality goods (in 

Peru and Vietnam), farmers receiving a loyalty bonus 

for consistently and reliably providing milk to collection 

centers (in Tanzania), and the use of a third-party test-

ing program to verify the quality of milk delivered and 

the company’s testing behavior (in Vietnam).

OUTCOMES

 X IFPRI’s contract designs were successful in helping 

smallholders work more effectively with the firms 

they supply.

 X In Peru, farmers in the study’s treatment group 

received more financial assistance from the mango 

firm, increased price incentives led to increased pro-

duction and improved product quality, and the farm-

ers’ and firm’s loyalty to each other also increased. 

Farmers actually sold a greater proportion of their 

goods to the contracting firm.

 X In Tanzania, farmers who received the loyalty bonus 

were more consistent in their delivery of milk to 

the company.
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 X In Vietnam, the use of third-party testing resulted in 

a 10 percent higher use of inputs among farmers in 

the treatment group, resulting in significantly higher 

dairy output.

 X The Inter-American Development Bank used this 

research in choosing how to allocate its US$2 million 

technical assistance grant in support of private initia-

tives to reduce rural poverty and promote develop-

ment. This grant will increase economic opportuni-

ties for the rural poor through the development of 

innovative and cost-effective private initiatives that 

link smallholder farmers to dynamic markets using 

contract-farming arrangements. As of 2013, this ini-

tiative was being implemented in El Salvador, Guate-

mala, and Nicaragua.

Policy Dialogue
The 2020 Vision Conferences

Leveraging Agriculture for Improving Nutrition  

and Health

MOTIVATION

In February 2011, IFPRI’s 2020 Vision Initiative brought 

together the agriculture, nutrition, and health sectors 

at the international conference “Leveraging Agriculture 

for Improving Nutrition and Health,” held in New Delhi, 

India, to examine what changes were necessary to 

maximize agriculture’s contributions to human health 

and nutrition and to identify how human health and 

nutrition could contribute to an agricultural system that 

is both productive and sustainable. BMZ, together with 

a consortium of other sponsors, supported the confer-

ence, which was attended by more than 1,000 partici-

pants from 65 countries. 

OUTCOMES

The conference informed, influenced, and mobilized 

action by key stakeholders to use agricultural invest-

ments to sustainably improve the health and nutrition 

of the world’s most vulnerable people. According to an 

independent external assessment, Impact Assessment: 

IFPRI 2020 Conference on “Leveraging Agriculture for 

Improving Nutrition and Health,” the conference had 

important impacts on GIZ:

 X “GIZ has a history of strong work in both agriculture 

and health, but much less in nutrition, and little 

in the cross-sector connections among these three. 

Germany’s delegation to the 2020 Conference came 

away from Delhi impressed with the importance 

of leveraging agriculture into more effective cross-

sector work. Since the 2020 Conference GIZ’s over-

all budget, and also the agricultural share of that 

budget, have both grown. The 2020 Conference, 

where the German delegation witnessed the wide-

spread and high-level support others were giving to 

ANH [agriculture, nutrition, and health] themes, was 

one source of influence on this outcome. Budget 

resources for these themes have grown since 2011, 

although project implementation has been slowed 

by constraints on personnel resources both at GIZ 

and KfW [Bankengruppe].”

 X “Beyond budget resources, a new culture of cross-

sector partnership also spread within GIZ following 

the 2020 Conference. Agricultural work became less 

isolated, and those seeking to initiate new proj-

ects are now expected to partner with others who 

have links to different sectors. The nutrition sector 

remains under-represented, but officials observe 

that one benefit from the 2020 Conference was to 

raise awareness regarding this deficit.”
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Taking Action for the World’s Poor  

and Hungry People

MOTIVATION

With the 2015 deadline for the UN Millennium Develop-

ment Goals (MDGs) looming, IFPRI facilitated an inter-

national policy consultation, “Taking Action for the 

World’s Poor and Hungry People,” to identify actions 

needed to ensure that the world’s poorest and hungri-

est people would not be left behind. The cornerstone 

of this consultation was an international conference 

in October 2007 in Beijing, co-organized with China’s 

State Council Leading Group Office of Poverty Allevia-

tion and Development; cohosted with the International 

Poverty Reduction Center in China and the Chinese 

Academy of Agricultural Sciences; and attended by 

more than 400 registered participants (and many more 

informal attendees), including high-level policymakers, 

researchers, and practitioners from 40 countries. The 

program featured more than 100 speakers and mes-

sages from the UN secretary-general.

OUTCOMES

 X This conference, which focused on society’s most 

vulnerable and marginalized groups, was held at a 

unique moment, coinciding with the 17th National 

Congress of the Communist Party of China, which 

had similar poverty reduction goals. Hui Liangyu, 

vice premier of China’s State Council, used the 

conference as a forum to announce China’s plans to 

strengthen inclusive antipoverty partnerships and 

collaboration with partner countries and interna-

tional organizations on poverty reduction strategies.

 X The background report, The World’s Most Deprived, 

was the first study to comprehensively assess who 

the world’s poorest and hungry people are, where 

they are located, and how their welfare is chang-

ing over time. The report was ahead of its time 

in indicating that poverty reduction has been 

slowest among those living in ultra poverty, and 

consequently that the poorest are, in fact, being left 

behind. The issue of exclusion and marginalization 

resonates even more in the context of today’s post-

MDG discourse and will continue to demand urgent 

attention as that agenda unfolds.

 X The conference emphasized another major issue of 

relevance, both then and now: the issue of South–

South learning. China, which has already made sig-

nificant reductions in poverty and hunger—despite 

also facing the issue of those left behind—had and 

continues to have much to offer other countries by 

way of relevant experience. Similarly, China itself 

had the opportunity to benefit from the experiences 

of countries such as Brazil, in the area of social pro-

tection, and India, in the area of agricultural growth. 

The conference facilitated these learning experiences 

and sowed the seeds for further networking.

 X More than 90 percent of respondents in a postcon-

ference survey of participants agreed that the con-

ference had provided them with a good opportunity 

to implement strategies and actions to successfully 

reduce hunger and poverty, as well as to learn from 

the experiences of others.

Assuring Food and Nutrition Security in Africa 

by 2020

MOTIVATION

IFPRI facilitated “Assuring Food and Nutrition Security 

in Africa by 2020,” an all-Africa conference in Kam-

pala, Uganda, in April 2004, bringing together more 

than 500 actors and stakeholders from 50 countries to 

deliberate on how to bring about change and action 

to assure food and nutrition security. The conference 

was cohosted by the government of Uganda, cospon-

sored by more than a dozen organizations, and guided 

by an advisory committee. The program encompassed 

a comprehensive array of keynote addresses, panel 
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discussions, and parallel sessions featuring more than 

110 speakers, chairs, panelists, moderators, and rap-

porteurs, including three heads of state—President 

Museveni of Uganda, President Obasanjo of Nigeria, 

and President Wade of Senegal—as well as one current 

and one former first lady, two Nobel Prize winners, and 

several World Food Prize laureates.

OUTCOMES

 X In July 2010 the African Union decided to observe 

African Food and Nutrition Security Day on October 

30 every year. Following the 2020 Africa Confer-

ence, the Advisory Committee chair had prepared a 

concept note and actively lobbied for this day, to tie 

in with World Food Day. Since every African country 

has integrated food and nutrition security into its 

national development agenda, in compliance with 

CAADP principles developed as a result of the 2004 

Kampala conference, the African Food and Nutri-

tion Security Day provides a platform for discussing 

food security and nutrition at the national level and 

contributes to progress toward achieving food and 

nutrition security for all at the regional and subre-

gional levels.

 X The three African presidents who attended the 

conference—Presidents Museveni, Obasanjo,  

and Wade—briefed other heads of state on the 

outcomes of the conference. They participated  

in the 2004 G8 Sea Island Summit, where the  

G8 members commended the 2020 Africa Confer-

ence and welcomed the high priority that Africans 

were placing on raising agricultural productivity 

and promoting broad-based rural development. 

President Obasanjo facilitated a meeting with 

the Economic Community of West African States 

secretary-general to further mainstream confer-

ence outcomes into West African processes. Prime 

Minister Meles Zenawi of Ethiopia drew attention 

to the 2020 Africa Conference at a presidential 

seminar, “Innovative Approaches to Meeting the 

Hunger Millennium Development Goal in Africa,” 

in Addis Ababa.

 X The conference also had an appreciable impact on 

IFPRI itself by laying the groundwork for the Insti-

tute to scale up its engagement in the region. The 

conference raised IFPRI’s profile across Africa and 

increased IFPRI’s understanding of Africa. This is 

exemplified by the Institute’s support for CAADP 

processes; by its interactions with regional, subre-

gional, and national organizations; and by the  

development and expansion of initiatives such as  

the Country Strategy Support Programs.
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 X In a survey of conference participants, 97 percent 

of respondents agreed that the conference had 

addressed important food and nutrition security 

issues in Africa, 86 percent believed the conference 

had contributed to raising awareness about the need 

for building effective partnerships and appropriate 

policy actions to achieve food and nutrition security 

in Africa, and 78 percent thought the conference 

had enhanced dialogue among actors on their roles 

in and responsibilities for achieving sustainable food 

and nutrition security in Africa.

Sustainable Food Security for all by 2020

MOTIVATION

The 2001 conference “Sustainable Food Security for 

All by 2020” took place in the International Congress 

Center of the Federal Parliament in Bonn, Germany, 

and gathered more than 900 individuals from 71 coun-

tries, a quarter of them from developing countries. The 

conference focused on four key emerging dynamics: 

demographic, health, and nutrition forces; economic 

forces; technological and environmental forces; and 

sociopolitical forces.

OUTCOMES

 X In an independent postconference survey, partici-

pants agreed that the conference had provided new 

or surprising information on and insights into the 

importance of food security, trade liberalization, cli-

mate change, and political will, as well as the extent 

and causes of food insecurity. The most common 

uses of new information were anticipated to be in 

research; in communications activities such as raising 

public awareness, seminars, workshops, media out-

reach, discussions, and consultations; in formulating 

strategies and priorities; and in teaching and training 

programs. Most respondents felt that the conference 

had met their expectations due to the high quality 

of the speakers and discussions, the opportunities to 

meet and network with others, the wide diversity of 

topics and stakeholders, and the improved under-

standing of food security issues.

Understanding the Challenge 
of Hunger

Global Hunger Index

MOTIVATION

Countries gauge economic performance by measuring 

GDP. Measuring progress toward reducing hunger is 

far more complex. To provide a simple way of rank-

ing countries and illustrating trends in hunger world-

wide, IFPRI, Concern Worldwide, and Welthungerhilfe 

12

http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/pubs/pubs/books/2020conpro/2020conpro.pdf
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/pubs/pubs/books/2020conpro/2020conpro.pdf


developed the Global Hunger Index (GHI) to capture 

three indicators of hunger: insufficient food availability, 

shortfalls in child nutritional status, and child mortality. 

Using data from the Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations, the World Health Organization, 

and the United Nations Children’s Fund, the index ranks 

countries on a 100-point scale, with 0 being the best 

score (no hunger) and 100 being the worst. By high-

lighting this information, the index serves as a tool for 

mobilizing political will and promoting effective poli-

cies to combat hunger. The index is updated annually 

to track progress.

OUTCOMES

 X The 2012 GHI attracted widespread attention in a 

number of countries, gaining coverage from interna-

tional media outlets and information services such 

as Der Spiegel, Die Welt, CNN, The New York Times, 

and the BBC.

 X The 2013 Global Food Security: Challenges for the 

Food and Agricultural System report by the Organ-

isation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

and the 2012 European Court of Auditors special 

report on the effectiveness of EU development aid 

in promoting food security in Africa south of the 

Sahara cited GHI data.

 X In a joint statement to the G20 on biofuels and high 

food prices given in November 2011, the largest 

global food and beverage companies mentioned 

GHI data.

 X GHI maps have been integrated into the schoolbooks 

of high school students in Austria.

 X The GHI won the European Mercury Award in 2009, 

2010, and 2011 for outstanding communication. 

Improving Governance to 
Strengthen Food Security

The Systemwide Program on Collective Action and 

Property Rights

MOTIVATION

The main goal of the CGIAR’s Systemwide Program on 

Collective Action and Property Rights (CAPRi), funded 

by Germany and other donors, is to reduce poverty by 

identifying effective policies and practices to enhance 

the use of collective action and property rights in order 

to build secure assets and income streams for and by 

poor people. Since 1996, CAPRi has functioned as an 

inter-center initiative involving all 15 of the CGIAR cen-

ters and more than 400 national agricultural research 

institutes and universities in developing and industrial-

ized countries. The primary purpose of this work is to 

provide policymakers, NGOs, and community groups 

with knowledge of the factors that strengthen the 

rights of poor people to land and water resources and 

to promote more effective collective action. 

OUTCOMES

 X CAPRi’s work on securing access to natural resources 

involved an action research initiative, carried out by 

Worldfish, to strengthen collective action in address-

ing natural resource conflict in Cambodia’s Tonle Sap 

Lake. As a result of this work, in October 2010 the 

Cambodian Ministry of Agriculture, Forests, and Fish-

eries transferred a 2,684-hectare commercial fishing 

concession to community access. Another outcome 

was the resolution of a complex boundary dispute 

between community fishery organizations in neigh-

boring provinces. 

 X Over the course of several years CAPRi has devel-

oped a strong partnership with the Foundation for 

Ecological Security (FES), an Indian NGO. In 2009, FES 

staff contributed to the writing, editing, and final 

revisions of CAPRi’s sourcebook Resources, Rights, 
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and Cooperation. When FES launched a major 2011 

initiative to promote awareness of commons-related 

issues and strengthen the rights of users of common 

pool resources, it drew heavily on CAPRi support and 

CAPRi materials. Among the initiative’s achievements 

were the establishment of a working group on the 

commons and the adoption of a commons strategy 

by the state of Rajasthan. Both initiatives marked a 

break from past policies of treating the commons as 

wastelands; this shift strengthened property rights 

over the commons while highlighting the govern-

ment’s recognition of the need to strengthen collec-

tive action to manage the commons.

 X CAPRi’s 2011 sourcebook, Resources, Rights, and 

Cooperation, has been a popular resource for prac-

titioners and educators—including a Nobel laureate 

who used the book in her seminar. 

 X The book Collective Action and Property Rights for 

Poverty Reduction: Insights from Africa and Asia was 

published in 2011. This compilation presented nine 

case studies linked through a conceptual framework 

showing the importance of collective action for risk 

reduction and marketing, in addition to natural 

resource management. 

Building Capacity for Food 
Policy Research

Pro-poor Growth and Investment in Lagging  

Rural Regions 

MOTIVATION

The purpose of this line of research was to contribute to 

the understanding of the role of agriculture in devel-

opment and how to achieve economic growth that 

benefits poor people in the most impoverished regions. 

To this end, and with support from BMZ and in partner-

ship with the University of Hohenheim, IFPRI conducted 

research, collected and analyzed secondary data, and 

jointly built regionalized economic models for Ghana 

and Vietnam during 2007–2010. The work also involved 

training Ghanaian and Vietnamese collaborators on 

economywide modeling and coordinating outreach and 

the dissemination of results at the national and interna-

tional levels. 

OUTCOMES

 X This work contributed to the identification of priori-

ties for policymaking and investments in the prepara-

tion of Ghana’s CAADP compact. Findings from this 

research were also used in the preparation of Ghana’s 

Medium-Term Agriculture Sector Investment Plan.

 X This line of research contributed to a significant 

advancement in economic modeling techniques 

through the integration of both a spatial dimen-

sion and detailed agricultural production data into 

computable general equilibrium modeling. These 

innovative techniques and additions have enabled 

a far more targeted approach to agricultural policy 

and investment analysis.

 X The training guide developed through this work, 

Social Accounting Matrices and Multiplier Analy-

sis, has been among the top 100 downloads from 

IFPRI’s website for several years and is widely used 

by a global audience. Two training workshops were 

offered in Ghana involving 42 participants from 
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the Bank of Ghana; Ghana Statistical Services; the 

Institute of Statistical, Social, and Economic Research; 

the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning; the 

National Planning Commission; and the University 

of Ghana. 

Ongoing Projects

Accelerating Progress toward the MDG  

Poverty Target 

The goal of this line of research is to determine which 

social service expenditures can yield the highest impact 

on incomes in rural areas, thereby helping to accelerate 

the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger (the 

first MDG) in a larger number of countries. Specifically, 

the work aims to identify practical strategies and policy 

options to help service delivery managers and technical 

staff effectively manage social services and productive 

investments in agriculture in order to improve the man-

agement of public expenditures.

Enhancing Women’s Assets to Manage Risk under 

Climate Change 

The “Enhancing Women’s Assets to Manage Risk under 

Climate Change: Potential for Group-Based Approaches” 

project explores ways to contribute to poverty reduc-

tion in Africa south of the Sahara and in South Asia 

(especially in Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Kenya, and Mali) by 

helping poor women farmers and pastoralists manage 

risks and adapt to climate change through more effec-

tive programs to protect or strengthen women’s control 

over critical assets, including natural and social capital, 

increased returns to those assets, or both. 

Transitional Aid to Strengthen Resilience  

This research is designed to help reduce global hunger 

by enhancing food assistance policies and actions by 

the German government. Specifically, the project is 

focused on moving from food aid to food assistance; 

improving the understanding of how local, regional, 

and global food markets function; and providing tech-

nical advice and assistance as part of the renegotiation 

of the Food Aid Convention. 

Information Services and Analyses on Food and 

Nutrition Security 

The goal of this research is to provide timely informa-

tion and cutting-edge analysis on policy actions for 

food and nutrition security to the UN Secretary-Gener-

al’s High-Level Task Force on the Global Food Security 

Crisis and the Global Partnership on Agriculture and 

Food Security. 

Food Security Mapping and Awareness in Yemen

To support the government of Yemen in implementing 

its national food security strategy (as previously dis-

cussed), IFPRI and GIZ, in collaboration with other part-

ners, will provide technical support to Yemen’s High 

Council of Food Security and the related technical sec-

retariat housed in the Ministry of Planning and Inter-

national Cooperation. Joint activities will include the 

production and launch of an awareness-raising video 

on actions needed to achieve the goals of the strategy, 

and an online food security mapping tool to increase 

transparency, support evidence-based decisionmaking, 

and facilitate the monitoring and evaluation of food 

security–related programs and projects. 
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Looking Forward
Hunger and malnutrition are persistent problems that 

demand multifaceted solutions. By serving as a trusted 

voice on food policy issues, IFPRI is helping transform 

the prevailing knowledge about food and nutrition 

security, from national-level policy decisions to locally 

sourced implementation choices. IFPRI’s rigorous and 

pragmatic approach to food policy research will prove 

more valuable than ever in supporting country-led 

policy development, donor investments, and develop-

ment practitioner approaches that tackle the chal-

lenges of a growing population, an unpredictable cli-

mate, and increasingly scarce resources, among others. 

As the world looks toward a post-2015 development 

agenda, the partnership between IFPRI and Germany 

will continue to support cutting-edge research and the 

development of measurable targets that help increase 

agricultural productivity and tackle the root causes of 

hunger and poverty.
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