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South Asia is a paradox. While the 
region’s high economic growth is 
a sign of continuing development, 

extreme poverty, undernourishment, and 
the deterioration of natural resources sig-
nify a need for better policies that target 
the poor. More than 42 percent of the 
world’s poor earning less than US$1.25 
per day live in the region, and undernour-
ishment is widespread—especially among 
women and children—with nearly 21 per-
cent of the population undernourished. 
More than 41 percent of children are 
underweight and 8 percent of children 
die before reaching the age of five years. 
In addition, increasing population and ris-
ing economic growth are putting tremen-
dous pressure on the agricultural sector 
and the natural resource base. The agri-
cultural sector is also vulnerable to climate 
change as the probability of crop fail-
ure increases thus adversely affecting the 
income and livelihoods of those depen-
dent on agriculture. Trends reveal that 
smallholder farmers are especially vulnera-
ble to climate change as their risk-bearing 
ability is extremely low, and crop failure 
can devastate their livelihood for years.

OUR WORK
In acknowledgment of these challenges, the International 
Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) launched its South 
Asia Initiative in 2002 and established its South Asia office 
in New Delhi in 2005. The South Asia office engages 
in evidence-based research and capacity strengthening 
related to food and nutrition security in the region. This 
research focuses on agricultural productivity, income, agri-
cultural diversification, markets and trade, extension ser-
vices, nutrition, health, safety nets, environment, science 
and technology, and governance.

RESEARCH
Climate change will have adverse effects on food produc-
tion and the poor in South Asia. At the same time, rapid 
economic expansion has put pressure on the region’s 
water, land, and other natural resources. The Office is con-
ducting various studies to determine the economic feasi-
bility for climate-smart interventions in the Indo-Gangetic 
Plain (IGP), including one study that prioritizes available cli-
mate change technologies and policy options to  determine 



methods of improvement and implementation for 
the entire region. To understand the interactions 
between technology needs, farming systems, ecological 
resources, and poverty characteristics, IFPRI is undertak-
ing in-depth studies in Bangladesh, India, and Nepal to 
promote climate-smart agriculture for inclusive poverty 
reduction and sustainable growth in agriculture.

In collaboration with local universities and private part-
ners, the South Asia office is examining the impact of 
smallholder farmers and markets in India. This includes 
a study of the value chain of Rural Business Hubs (RBHs) 
and how the private sector assists in the increase in 
income and linkages to markets. These programs also 
focus on policies that aid in increasing the productivity 
of poor, small farmers, particularly women, to address 
the rural services vacuum. Food value chains (FVCs) are 
increasingly recognized as a strategy for enhancing mar-
keting efficiency. They also play roles in creating eco-
nomic opportunities and equal access to those oppor-
tunities through agricultural growth and sustainable 
rural development in developing countries. Based on 
the importance of mangoes and shrimp in Indonesian 
agriculture and fishery, the South Asia office is work-
ing with IFPRI’s Markets, Trade and Institutions division 
(MTID) to study the value chain of both. In collaboration 
with the IFPRI China program, the Office is filling knowl-
edge gaps that strengthen financing for FVCs in associa-
tion with national partners in India and China, as well as 
examining the role of and processes needed for innova-
tive funding in transforming and modernizing FVCs.

The South Asia office analyzes the impact of economic 
reforms regarding net food-importing vs. net food-
exporting countries, food grains marketing, the inte-
gration of markets, and the role of safety nets and 
policy reform in protecting the poorest. In recent years, 
India has experienced domestic structural changes and 
has engaged in various trade agreements with the 

European Commission meant to alleviate, reduce, or 
remove trade restrictions. This study traces the overall 
macroeconomic and trade policies in India since 1980 
and measures their effectiveness.

The Cereal System Initiative for South Asia (CSISA) is a 
collaborative project with IRRI, IFPRI, ILRI, and CIMMYT in 
India and WorldFish in Bangladesh. The project’s strate-
gic framework addresses the policy environment needed 
to maximize adoption of new technologies and enhance 
the productivity and income benefits for poor farm-
ers through improved agricultural growth. The CSISA 
intends to provide scientific, technical, and policy options 
to accelerate short- and long-term cereal production 
growth in South Asia’s most important grain baskets.

With IFPRI’s Poverty, Health, and Nutrition Division 
(PHND), the South Asia office is working in Bangladesh 
on “Alive and Thrive” (A&T), a three-country (Vietnam, 
Ethiopia, and Bangladesh) initiative that combats global 
child undernutrition through the promotion of appro-
priate infant and young child feeding (IYCF) practices. 
Another nutrition-focused project in India is POSHAN 
(Partnerships and Opportunities to Strengthen and Har-
monize Actions for Nutrition). POSHAN is a four-year 
initiative to build evidence on effective actions for nutri-
tion and support the use of evidence in decisionmaking.

The first phase of a research initiative with the CGIAR 
Research Program on Agriculture for Nutrition and 
Health (A4NH) is the Food Safety and Dairy project 
in Maharashtra that generates food safety aware-
ness throughout the supply chain. The second phase 
explores why demand for food safety is low. Led by 
IFPRI, the study will focus on how certification of food 
items and knowledge about food safety can create 
awareness and educate consumers.

Two recently completed biofortification studies with 
HarvestPlus on breeding higher levels of micronutrients 
into staple crops eaten by the poor in India determined 
the factors of adoption of a new variety of iron pearl mil-
let and wheat. They also investigated the prospects of 
technology dissemination. In Maharashtra, India, research-
ers examined the social network analysis for varietal adap-
tation of pearl millet, and in eastern Uttar Pradesh, India 
research focused on the varietal adaptation of wheat.

Led by the Development Strategy and Governance divi-
sion (DSGD), ReSAKSS Asia is bringing together coun-



try and regional stakeholders in the subregions of 
Asia (Central, East, South, Southeast, and the Pacific 
Islands). Researchers review and share state-of-the-art 
knowledge, practical lessons, and tools for supporting 
agricultural and food security strategies in Asia.

Agriculture Science and Technology Indicators (ASTI) is 
a global research initiative and data-gathering program. 
ASTI, with assistance from the South Asia office, has 
compiled the Asia-Pacific regional and country reports 
on agricultural research and development investment 
and capacity trends.

STRATEGY SUPPORT PROGRAMS IN  
SOUTH ASIA
IFPRI’s strategy support programs in Bangladesh, Paki-
stan, and Nepal are focused on overcoming the chal-
lenges of food and nutritional security. The Bangladesh 
Policy Research and Strategy Support Program (BPRSSP) 
aims to generate applied research to fill knowledge 
gaps on critical food security and agricultural develop-
mental issues in Bangladesh.

The Pakistan Strategy Support Program (PSSP) pro-
gram contributes to pro-poor economic growth and 
enhanced food security through strengthened national 

capacity for designing and implementing evidence-
based policy reforms.

Policy Research and Strategy Support for Agricultural 
Development and Food Security in Nepal (NPSSP) gen-
erates policy research to fill key knowledge gaps on an 
as-needed basis, and to influence the design and imple-
mentation of Nepal’s agricultural development strategy.

CAPACITY STRENGTHENING
In collaboration with stakeholders in South Asia, IFPRI 
works to strengthen policy research and analysis capac-
ity through research training program:

IFPRI organizes capacity building model training includ-
ing 

• DREAM (Dynamic Research Evaluation for Manage-
ment) —a menu-driven software package for agri-
cultural researchers in New Delhi, India.

• Through the Cereal System Initiative in South 
Asia (CSISA), IFPRI conducted training in com-
puter-assisted personal interviewing (CAPI) to help 
researchers move away from pen-and-paper inter-
viewing in household surveys.
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COUNTRIES 
SUPPORTED BY IFPRI 
SOUTH ASIA OFFICE

 ° AFGHANISTAN

 ° BANGLADESH

 ° BHUTAN

 ° INDIA

 ° NEPAL

 ° PAKISTAN

 ° SRI LANKA

• Geographical Information System (GIS) training was 
provided to help researchers visualize data in maps, 
globes, reports, and charts.

• Priority-setting training workshops on cli mate-smart 
agriculture were organized in Kathmandu, Nepal, 
and in New Delhi, India.

Each year, the Office internship program offers guid-
ance to Master’s and PhD candidates who are studying 
in South Asia as well as other regions.

POLICY COMMUNICATIONS
Working with stakeholders in South Asia, IFPRI’s 
research and capacity-strengthening activities con-
tinue to grow. Stakeholders receive relevant, factual, 
and timely information on food and nutrition secu-

rity and natural resource management. As part of its 
policy communications, IFPRI’s South Asia office orga-
nizes and coordinates events, conferences, and training 
workshops. IFPRI researchers interact and present new 
and significant evidence-based research to policymak-
ers in the form of in-person meetings, seminars, journal 
articles, policy briefs, brochures, press conferences, and 
op-ed articles in regional newspapers. IFPRI research 
continues to be highlighted by the Indian Parliament.

OUR FUTURE
IFPRI’s South Asia office will continue its individual 
and collaborative research on topics related to agricul-
ture, climate change, hunger, and poverty in Afghani-
stan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, and 
Sri Lanka.
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