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Preface

Work on this volume was initiated by a workshop and policy dialogue in 
honor of Per Pinstrup-Andersen in recognition of his outstanding service as 
the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) director general 

from 1992 to 2002. Th erefore, this volume is in honor of Per Pinstrup-Andersen. 
Th e workshop was held in 2002, and Per Pinstrup-Andersen played an active 

role in its design with us. Th e chapters of this volume and the policy essays have been 
revised and updated thereaft er, and some new chapters have been added. We are grate-
ful for the helpful critique by anonymous reviewers through IFPRI’s Publications 
Review Committee. 

Th e globalization debate related to food and agriculture remains heated and con-
troversial. IFPRI is continuously engaged in this debate with its research on markets 
and trade, on technology and environmental issues, and on consumption and nutri-
tion issues and their implications for poverty. To bring out controversial aspects of the 
debate, and to confront it with research-based fi ndings, this volume explicitly com-
bines in-depth chapters written by IFPRI staff  and other researchers, and the broader 
research community with a set of policy essays by leading experts on globalization 
processes in which they share their concern, extensive experiences, and insights. Th e 
essays are marked as such in the table of contents to guide the reader. 

We hope that this volume furthers the debate for the benefi t of rational decision-
making on food and agriculture and the poor as related to globalization policy issues. 

Joachim von Braun
Eurgenio Díaz-Bonilla
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