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THE NIGERIA STRATEGY SUPPORT PROGRAM (NSSP) 

WORKSHOP REPORTS 

 
 
ABOUT NSSP 
 
The Nigerian Strategy Support Program (NSSP) of the International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI) is an initiative to strengthen evidence-based policymaking in Nigeria in the areas of rural and 
agricultural development. Under the USAID financially support program MARKETS, IFPRI in collaboration 
with the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources (FMAWR) supports the implementation of 
Nigeria’s national development plans by strengthening agricultural-sector policies and strategies through:  
 

 Enhanced knowledge, information, data, and tools for the analysis, design, and implementation of 
pro-poor, gender-sensitive, and environmentally sustainable agricultural and rural development 
polices and strategies in Nigeria;  

 Strengthened capacity for government agencies, research institutions, and other stakeholders to 
carry out and use applied research that directly informs agricultural and rural polices and 
strategies; and  

 Improved communication linkages and consultations between policymakers, policy analysts, and 
policy beneficiaries on agricultural and rural development policy issues. 

 
 
 
ABOUT THESE WORKSHOP REPORTS 
 
The Nigeria Strategy Support Program (NSSP) Workshop Reports provide a review of the presentations 
delivered during workshops and key comments from the audience and group discussions. They have 
been prepared as an output for NSSP and have not been peer reviewed. The comments from the 
participants do not necessarily reflect the policies or opinions of IFPRI. 
 
This workshop received support from the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)-funded 
Global Food Security Response (GFSR) initiative, implemented by the USAID MARKETS program.
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Background 

In line with the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources (FMAWR)’s vision of 
ensuring access, availability, and affordability of quality foods to all Nigerians and the objectives 
of the USAID Global Food Security Response Project of doubling agricultural productivity and 
removing constraints to movement of staple crops in Nigeria and beyond, the International Food 
Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) in collaboration with the FMAWR, USAID MARKETS program, 
and the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) is in the process of identifying 
development domains2 for different crops across Nigeria’s agroecological zones as a step in 
updating Nigeria’s agricultural strategy. The workshop was designed as a technical exercise to 
solicit new information and to validate preliminary findings. The specific objectives were to: 

 validate preliminary findings of the identified development domains and zones in Nigeria, 
 validate the location of crops across the states of Nigeria, and  
 seek additional information on common constraints and opportunities across different 

ecological zones as pertain to the crop, livestock, and fishery subsectors. 

The workshop was attended by 27 participants drawn from various government departments, 
research institutions, and universities (Appendix 2) and was held at IITA, Ibadan on September 
3, 2009. 

Welcome 

Dr. James Sackey, program leader of the Nigeria Strategy Support Program, opened the 
workshop on behalf of the Director General of the IITA, Dr. Peter Hartman. He welcomed 
participants to the validation workshop and reiterated the purpose of the exercise; that is, the 
need to review the preliminary results of the analysis of constructing development domains for 
the agricultural sector in Nigeria and to identifying the constraints and opportunities within each 
domain to better guide government decisions on support to crops and these zones in the 
updated agricultural strategy.  

Summary of Presentations 

Two presentations were delivered. The first presentation was by Ms Valerie Rhoe, Program 
Coordinator, IFPRI Nigeria Strategy Support Program, to acquaint participants with IFPRI’s 
program under USAID MARKETS and the other presentation was by Dr. Kai Sonder, Scientist 
and Manager of Geospatial Lab,  IITA, about the development domains in Nigeria. 

Overview of IFPRI’s Program under USAID MARKETS 
The Program Coordinator informed the participants about the project and how the validation 
workshop fit into the process of updating the national agricultural strategy. She noted that the 
USAID Global Food Security Response Project aims to assist the government of Nigeria and 
the private sector to double agricultural productivity and expand the market supply of essential 
staple food crops, and  toremove constraints to the movement of staple crops within Nigeria and 
the wider region. IFPRI partners with USAID Markets to achieve this by providing support for the 
Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Programme process, updating of the FMAWR 
agricultural strategy, and conducting research on the demand and supply of improved seeds, 
fertilizer, and irrigation. 

                                                 
2 Development domains are geographical locations sharing broadly similar rural development constraints and opportunities 
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Development Domains of Nigeria 
Dr. Kai Sonder presented the derived development domains for the agricultural stratification of 
Nigeria. He explained what development domains are and why they are useful for planning 
purposes. Dr. Sonder mentioned that the development domains established in the profiles to be 
considered were based on the level of rainfall, population density, and market access and these 
are classified as having high, moderate, or low potential. He presented maps to illustrate the 
threshold of agriculture and labor potential around the country. He also showed maps illustrating 
different towns, their population, and market access as well as cattle and poultry density across 
the country. 

Discussion on Presentations 

The discussion focused on the development domain maps with questions raised for clarification 
and issues stated. Dr. Sonder clarified that the potential of the development domains is based 
on rainfall, market access, and population density. As different crops needed different amounts 
of rainfall, irrigation could be used. Questions were raised on how the classification of high, 
medium, and low took these factors into consideration. It was suggested that the development 
domains should be further stratified by crop specialization and that soil quality should be 
considered. Dr. Sonders expressed appreciation for the suggestions and noted that they would 
be useful to consider, especially if complete soil fertility and irrigation data were available. The 
domains were criticized for being able to provide information on where to produce but not about 
levels of production. It was clarified that the purpose of the maps are to help identify mainly 
where to produce and not to provide information on the quantity of production. It was also 
clarified that the determination of development domains was based on access to domestic 
markets and not international markets, which may need to be taken into consideration.   
 
In addition to the above discussion on development domains, a general discussion evolved on 
issues related to the provision of agricultural inputs, commitment of the government to food 
production objectives, extension, adding value, infrastructure, and storage. 
 

Small Group Activities: Best Location for Crops/Livestock 

Most of the workshop time was devoted to crop-specialist groups to verify the domain maps 
prepared by IITA with respect to locations where crops are grown and livestock raised. There 
were seven groups, which were given the map of the country on which to identify areas best for 
selected crops/livestock. In the exercise, the groups were to answer four questions:  

1. Are the current maps correct? 
2. Is the list of crops and locations correct? if not, please correct.  
3. What crops are missing?  
4. What constraints are face by these crops in each development domain 

 

After the workshop, the electronic maps were prepared based on the participant’s inputs and 
IITA data. 

Group 1: Grain 
This group was saddled with the responsibility to point out the areas across the country that are 
best for grains such as maize, millet, rice, sesame, sorghum. Members of the group suggested 
that grain crops are mostly found around the northern, western, and eastern parts of the 
country. Maize and Millet are best in northern states like Kaduna, Kano, Jigawa, Borno and so 
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on. Rice, sesame, and sorghum are best located in Niger, Taraba, Zamfara, Kwara, Adamawa, 
and so on. 

Group 2: Root Crops 
Root crops are crops the edible portion of which is taken from under the ground. Group Two 
found that carrots are best around the northwest and northeast, across from Borno to Bauchi to 
Niger and Sokoto. Onions are found in the North in the states of Jigawa and Katsina. Cassava 
and sweet potato grow around the middle belt in states like Taraba, Nasarawa, and Niger while 
coco yam is best located in southwest Nigeria like in the states of Ebonyi, Edo, and Anambra. 

Group 3: Vegetables 
Green pepper is mostly grown around the northeastern states like Gombe and Plateau as 
reported by Group Three and in the state of Oyo in the southwest. Mushrooms are concentrated 
in a small part of the Southwest, which includes Osun, Oyo and Ogun. Red pepper was found 
across the North and in the state of Oyo due to the favorable climate. 

Group 4: Fruits 
Fruits such as pear, banana, cashew, coconut, mango, pawpaw, pineapple, plantain, and 
strawberry are all found all over Nigeria. Fruits are mostly good in the South where rainfall is 
high. Citrus fruits, however, are best located along the western Nigeria in Niger, Kwara and 
Oyo. Tomato is best in the North around the states of Bauchi and Taraba. Strawberry is best 
grown only in the state of Plateau, as it requires cool temperature. 

Group 5: Export Crops 
Group Five focused on the best location for export crops such as cocoa, cotton, and rubber. 
Cocoa is best located around the middle belt to the southern parts of Nigeria. The states of 
Delta, Edo and Imo are some of the best locations the group found for cocoa. The best location 
for cotton is in northern states like Katsina, Kaduna, Kano, Kebbi, Bauchi, and so on. While 
rubber is best in areas like Kogi, Delta, Bayelsa, Anambra, Cross River and so on. Crops such 
as kola nut are best in states like Ekiti, Taraba, and Benue. 

Group 6: Other Crops 
Group six focused on other crops such as beans, cowpea, date palm, oil palm and so on. Beans 
are best located across the states of Benue, Taraba and Adamawa. Cowpea is best from the 
state of Sokoto in the far north to the states of Taraba, Benue and Kogi in the middle belt. Date 
palm and oil palm are found in opposite ends of the country. While date palm is best in northern 
states, oil palm is best in the far south states like Bayelsa, Edo, Akwa Ibom, and Abia. 

Group 7: Livestock/Fish 
Discussing livestock and fish was the responsibility of Group Seven. Nigeria has a wide area of 
cattle rearing from the northern states all across to the middle belt. States like Niger, Nasarawa 
and even Edo rear cattle as noted on the crop maps by Group Seven. The raising of ducks 
takes place in states like Rivers, Lagos, and Oyo. Goats and sheep are located in the northern 
states but also in the states of Oyo, Osun, Ogun, and Ondo. Group Seven found that rabbits are 
located in the southern part of the middle belt area. Kogi, Ekiti, and Enugu are some of the 
states that were spotted on the map for rabbits. Poultry cuts across from Kaduna all the way to 
Delta, Rivers, Akwa Ibom as well as Lagos and finally fish took up from Kebbi all the way down 
to Rivers and Bayelsa as well as in the states of Borno and Kano. 
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Discussion on Constraints and Opportunities 

The group discussions focused on the constraints as well as the opportunities faced in 
agriculture development domains in Nigeria. A diverse approach is very important to take into 
consideration in the development of these domains. Participants noted that the abundance of 
good rainfall and sunshine provided opportunities for year-round agriculture production in many 
parts of the country. They noted, however, that the lack of irrigation facilities limits dry season 
production, especially in the northern part of the country. Some participants also alluded to the 
problems posed by pest and diseases, especially with respect to seasonal pests in the 
northeast of the country. Access to inputs, especially the right combination of fertilizer at the 
appropriate quantity and timing was raised. Other issues raised are poor product distribution 
pipelines, compounded by poor infrastructure (storage and transportation) and unpredictability 
of prices. In the end, participants concluded by agreeing with the classification of the domains.  

Closing Remarks 

IFPRI thanked the participants for their active involvement in validating the agricultural 
development domains for Nigeria. Their expertise was critical for ensuring that the identification 
of the domains was correct and for helping identify the location of crops and livestock. The 
additional information provided and the validation supported the categorization and prioritization 
exercises that would guide the updating of the agricultural strategy. 
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Appendix A: Agenda  

Chairman:  Dr. James Sackey, Program Leader, Nigeria Strategy Support Program 
(NSSP), IFPRI 

 
9:00-9:15 Welcome 
  Dr. P. Hartman, Director General, IITA 
 
9:15-9:30 Introductions  
 
9:30-9:50 Overview of IFPRI’s Program under USAID Markets 

Ms. Valerie Rhoe, Program Coordinator, Nigeria Strategy Support 
Program, IFPRI 

 
9:50 -10:10 Development Domains of Nigeria 
  Dr. Kai Sonder, GIS/Data Management Specialist, IITA 
 
10:10- 11:00 Discussion  
   
10:00-11:15 Tea Break 
 
11:15-11:45 Group Activity: Best location for crops/ livestock 

 Group 1: Grains 
 Group 2: Root Crops 
 Group 3: Vegetables 
 Group 4: Fruits 
 Group 5: Export Crops 
 Group 6: Other Crops 
 Group 7: Livestock/ Fish 

 
11:45-12:30 Plenary: Crop Location and Discussion 
 
12:30-1:30 Lunch 
 
Chairman: TBI 
1:30-3:00 Group Discussions: Constraints and Opportunities  
 
3:00-4:15 Plenary: Constraints and Opportunities 
 
4:15-4:20 Closing Remarks  
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Appendix B: Participants List 

Validation Workshop on  
Agriculture Development Domains in Nigeria at Ibadan 

SN Name  Institution Specialty Phone Email 

1 Agbaje K.A National Food Reserve Agency R/C Irrigation Water use    080-56069767 atokej@yahoo.ca 

2 Akanji Abiodun National Food Reserve Agency Regional Head 080-66331500 akanjias@yahoo.com 

3 Akinwale Gbenga WARDA Research Associate  080-33851145 g.akinwale@cgiar.org 

4 Aikpokpodion Peter Cocoa Research Institute of Nigeria Plant Breeder 080-53929302 paikpokpodion@yahoo.com 

5 Alabi Tunrayo 
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture 
(IITA) GIS manager 

080-3978400 
ext2289 T.Alabi@cgiar.org 

6 Auwalu B.M Bayero University Kano Agronomist 080-36526164 monsurauwalu@gmail.com 

7 Babatunde Fikayo Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi Crop Production  070-35897535 fikayoeb@yahoo.ca 

8 Bukar Kabura University of Maiduguri  Crop Production  080-23856863 bukarkabura@yahoo.com 

9 Chiezey Uche Ahmadu Bello University  Agronomist 080-35950468 uchechiezey@yahoo.com 

10 Denton F.T National Food Reserve Agency Women in Agriculture 080-56142892 lanredenton@yahoo.com 

11 Dianjuin Jia National Food Reserve Agency Fisheries 080-34383108 georgejia@gmail.com 

12 Gringe Elaine IITA/ILRI Scientist 
080-39784000 
ext2363 E.Grings@cgiar.org 

13 Gungula D.T Federal University of Technology, Yola Crop Production  080-35742004 dgungula@yahoo.com  

14 Huang Wenqing National Food Reserve Agency Bamboo 080-38175852 hwgwys@yahoo.com 

15 Ilona Paul IITA Cassava Breeder 080-34576085 pilona@cgiar.org 

16 Izge A.U University of Maiduguri  Crop Production  080-30636782 o.j.ajayi-ng@cgiar.org 

17 Kolo Musa Federal University of Technology , Minna Crop Production  080-35041750 mgmkolo@yahoo.com 

18 Mukthar Muhmad Ahmadu Bello University  Agronomist 080-23784105 mmahmud1960@yahoo.com 

19 Okonkwo C.C IITA Yam Breeder 080-34668155 c.okonkwo@cgiar.org 

20 Olusi M.A National Food Reserve Agency 
RC/ Adaptive Research & 
Ext 080-37205650 omobaolusi@yahoo.com 

21 Omagbemi A National Food Reserve Agency Chief Livestock Officer 080-52300936 omagbemi_8@hotmail.com 

22 Orowale Lara IITA Administrative Assistant 080-52939359 oorowale@cgiar.org 

23 Peter Kulakow IITA Cassava Breeder 080-38338751 p.kulakow@cgiar.org 

24 Rhoe Valerie IFPRI Program Coordinator 080-38807457 v.rhoe@cgiar.org 

25 Sackey James IFPRI Program Leader 070-33282484 j.sackey@cgiar.org 
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26 Theodora Adene IFPRI Program Assistant 080-37037388 a.t.adene@cgiar.org 

27 Yakubu A.I Kebbi State University crop scientist/ Lecturer 080-36007622 aiyakubu2003@yahoo.co.uk 
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Appendix C: Title of Papers Presented 

1. Overview of IFPRI’s program under USAID MARKETS by Ms. Valerie Rhoe (NSSP 
Program Coordinator). 

2. Development domains of Nigeria by Dr. Kai Sonder (GIS/Data Management Specialist, 
IITA). 

 

 

 


