About this Report

This report provides a detailed economic assessment of the magnitude and sources of the economic benefits
to Brazil since the early 1980s from varietal improvements in upland rice, edible beans, and soybeans. The
authors pay particular attention to isolating the benefits from genetic improvement, which they distinguish
from other factors that change grain yield or quality. They use detailed information on the genetic and breeding his-
tories of each crop and the institutional arrangements for crop-improvement research in Brazil to estimate the ben-
efits attributable to the research done by the Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation (Embrapa) and by other
Brazilian agencies. They capture international spill-in effects as well. The authors also provide more general insight
into the importance of addressing attribution questions in evaluating public research investments, develop some
methods for doing so, and illustrate how to apply them.
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About IFPRI

he International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI®) was established in 1975 to identify and analyze alter-

I native national and international strategies and policies for meeting food needs of the developing world on

a sustainable basis, with particular emphasis on low-income countries and on the poorer groups in those

countries. While the research effort is geared to the precise objective of contributing to the reduction of hunger

and malnutrition, the factors involved are many and wide-ranging, requiring analysis of underlying processes and

extending beyond a narrowly defined food sector. The Institute’s research program reflects worldwide collabora-

tion with governments and private and public institutions interested in increasing food production and improving

the equity of its distribution. Research results are disseminated to policymakers, opinion formers, administrators,
policy analysts, researchers, and others concerned with national and international food and agricultural policy.
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About IFPRI Research Reports

FPRI Research Reports are well-focused, policy-relevant monographs based on original and innovative research
I conducted at IFPRI. All manuscripts submitted for publication as IFPRI Research Reports undergo extensive

external and internal reviews. Prior to submission to the Publications Review Committee, each manuscript is
circulated informally among the author’s colleagues. Upon submission to the Committee, the manuscript is
reviewed by an IFPRI reviewer and presented in a formal seminar. Three additional reviewers—at least two exter-
nal to IFPRI and one from the Committee—are selected to review the manuscript. Reviewers are chosen for their
familiarity with the country setting. The Committee provides the author its reaction to the reviewers’ comments.
After revising as necessary, the author resubmits the manuscript to the Committee with a written response to the
reviewers’ and Committee’s comments. The Committee then makes its recommendations on publication of the
manuscript to the Director General of IFPRI. With the Director General’s approval, the manuscript becomes part
of the IFPRI Research Report series, which began in 1977.
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