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Education 
 
Ph.D.    Applied Economics, University of Minnesota, 1989 

M.Sc.   Economics and Trade, Nanjing Agricultural University, 1985 

B.Sc. Agricultural Economics and Business Management, Nanjing 
Agricultural University, 1982 

 
Work Experience 
 
2009-Present   Director General, International Food Policy Research Institute 

2005-2009  Division Director, Development Strategy and Governance 
Division, International Food Policy Research Institute 

1998-2005 Senior Research Fellow and Team Leader of Public Investment 
Program, International Food Policy Research Institute 

1995-1998  Research Fellow, International Food Policy Research Institute 

1992-1995 Research Economist, Department of Agricultural Economics and 
Rural Sociology, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville 

1990-1992 Post-doctoral Fellow and Associate Research Officer, 
International Service for National Agricultural Research, The 
Hague, The Netherlands 

 
Honors and Awards 
 
 Distinguished Professional Contribution Award, Southern Agricultural Economics 

Association, USA, 2009 

 Outstanding Alumni Award, Department of Applied Economics, University of 
Minnesota, USA, 2006 
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 Distinguished Leadership Award for Internationals, University of Minnesota, USA, 
2006 

 Outstanding Young Scholar award from the National Science Foundation, China, 2005 

 First Prize Award for the article “Pubic Investment, Growth and Poverty Reduction in 
Rural China,” Journal of South China Agricultural University (Social Science Edition), 
2003 
 

Professional Service 

 Executive Committee member, International Association of Agricultural Economists, 
USA, 2009-Present  

 Editorial Council member, Food Policy, UK, 2002-Present 

 Editorial Committee member, Journal of Chinese Rural Economy, China, 2001-Present 

 Editorial Council member, Review of Agricultural Economics, USA, 2001-2002 
 
Selected Publications 
 
Books, Research Reports, and Monographs 

Fan, S., R. Kanbur, and X. Zhang, eds. 2009. Regional inequality in China: Trends, 
explanations and policy responses. London and New York: Routledge, Taylor and Francis 
Group. 

Fan, S., ed. 2008.  Public expenditures, growth, and poverty: Lessons from developing 
countries. Baltimore, Md., U.S.A.: Johns Hopkins University Press.  

Fan, S., ed. 2008.  Public expenditures, growth, and poverty: Lessons from developing 
countries. Beijing: The Science Press. [Chinese] 

Gulati, A., and S. Fan, eds. 2007. The dragon and the elephant: A comparative study of 
agriculture and rural reforms in China and India.  Baltimore, Md., U.S.A.: Johns Hopkins 
University Press. 

Gulati, A., and S. Fan, eds. 2007. The dragon and the elephant: A comparative study of 
agriculture and rural reforms in China and India. Beijing: The Science Press. [Chinese] 

Ali, A.A.G., and S. Fan, eds. 2007. Public policy and poverty reduction in the Arab 
Region. Kuwait City; Washington, D.C.: Arab Planning Institute; International Food 
Policy Research Institute. 

Fan, S., L. Zhang, and X. Zhang. 2002. Growth, inequality, and poverty in rural China: 
The role of public investment. Research Report 125. Washington D.C.: International Food 
Policy Research Institute.  

Fan, S., L. Zhang, and X. Zhang. 2002. Growth, inequality, and poverty in rural China: 
The role of public investment. Beijing: China Agricultural Publishing House. [Chinese]  
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Fan, S., P.B.R. Hazell, and S. Thorat. 1999. Linkages between government spending, 
growth, and poverty in rural India. Research Report 110. Washington D.C.: International 
Food Policy Research Institute. 
 
Journal Articles 

Xing, L., S. Fan, X. Luo, and X. Zhang. 2009. Community poverty and inequality in 
western China: A tale of three villages in Guizhou Province. China Economic Review 20 
(2): 338-349.  

Fan, S., A. Gulati, and S. Thorat. 2008. Investment, subsidies, and pro-poor growth in rural 
India.  Agricultural Economics 39 (2): 163-170. 

Headey, D., and S. Fan. 2008.  Anatomy of a crisis: The causes and consequences of 
surging food prices.  Agricultural Economics 39 (s1): 375-391. 

Fan, S., and J. Brzeska. 2008. Striking a balance: Mitigating rural-urban disparities in 
China and India. International Journal for Rural Development 13 (1): 8-11.  

Fan, S., and S. Thorat. 2007. Public investment and poverty reduction: Lessons from China 
and India. Economic and Political Weekly, February 24. 

Fan, S., and C. Chan-Kang. 2005. Is small beautiful? Farm size, productivity, and poverty 
in Asian agriculture. Agricultural Economics 32 (s1): 135-146. 

Fan, S., and X. Zhang. 2004. Infrastructure and regional economic development in rural 
China. China Economic Review 15 (2): 203-214. 

Fan, S., X. Zhang, and S. Robinson. 2003. Structural change and economic growth in 
China. Review of Development Economics 7 (3): 360-377. 

Fan, S., and X. Zhang. 2002. Production and productivity growth in Chinese agriculture: 
New national and regional measures. Economic Development and Cultural Change 50 (4): 
819-38. 

Fan, S., P.  Hazell, and S. Thorat. 2000. Government spending, growth and poverty in rural 
India.  American Journal of Agricultural Economics 82 (4):  1038-51. 


