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Foreword
In the wake of the food crises of the early 1970s and the resulting World Food Conference of 1974, 

a group of innovators realized that food security depends not only on crop production, but also 

on the policies that affect food systems, from farm to table. In 1975, the International Food Policy 

Research Institute (IFPRI) was founded to provide solid research and evidence-based policy options to 

sustainably reduce poverty and end hunger and malnutrition. 

The Netherlands has a strong commitment to food security and a long-standing partnership with IFPRI. 

The Dutch government singled out food security as one of its “spearheads” for bilateral development. 

With a focus on four pillars of food security—increased sustainable agricultural production, access 

to better nutrition, more efficient markets, and a better business climate—the Dutch government is 

well-positioned to address drivers of food insecurity. 

Agriculture and rural development play a critical role in alleviating poverty, hunger, and 

undernutrition. IFPRI research addresses related key issues, including sustainable agricultural growth 

that engages the private sector, country-led strategy development, investment priorities in agricultural 

research, provision of safety nets to strengthen resilience, prioritization of nutrition interventions for 

women and children, and options for climate change adaptation and mitigation.

To meet the needs of a growing global population, agricultural production must increase drastically 

and value chains must enable the inclusion of the poor, especially women, all along the chain. 

Investment in agriculture is fundamental to poverty alleviation: In fact, agriculture-sector growth has 

been found to be three to six times more effective at reducing poverty than growth in other sectors. 

Moreover, agricultural research is a good investment: every US$1 invested in CGIAR research yields 

approximately US$9 worth of additional food in the developing world.

The financial support of the Netherlands has helped to ensure that IFPRI’s research remains rigorous, 

innovative, and responsive. The Institute’s strategic priority areas include improving markets and trade, 

ensuring sustainable food production, and promoting healthy food systems, mirroring the priorities 

of the government of the Netherlands. Moreover, the Netherlands’ support to the IFPRI-led CGIAR 

Research Programs—Policies, Institutions and Markets (PIM) and Agriculture for Nutrition and Health 

(A4NH)—contributes to the development of collaborative, cutting-edge research that improves food 

security and nutrition, especially among the world’s poor. This brochure highlights some of the key 

collaborations between IFPRI and the Dutch government, often in partnership with other institutions.
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Ongoing Projects
Policies, Institutions and Markets (PIM) Program

The CGIAR Research Program on Policies, Institutions 

and Markets (PIM), led by IFPRI and launched in 2012, 

draws on the collective efforts of researchers from 

across CGIAR to focus on areas critical to food security, 

poverty reduction, nutrition, and natural resource 

sustainability. With support from partners, including 

the Netherlands, PIM researches policy options under 

active consideration and develops tools and metrics to 

assess key trends in the global, regional, and national 

food systems. 

PIM’s research falls into seven flagship areas: (1) fore-

sight modeling, (2) science policy and incentives for 

innovation, (3) adoption of technology and sustain-

able intensification, (4) policy and public expenditure, 

(5) value chains, (6) social protection, and (7) natural 

resource property regimes. Attention to gender is 

embedded in each flagship area. Examples of outcomes 

from the different flagships are listed below.

1. Foresight modeling. PIM’s foresight work is linking 

biophysical, climatological, and economic model-

ing in order to assess the impact of technologies on 

future food security and welfare. Twenty promising 

technologies have been tested so far.
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2. Science policy and incentives for innovation. IFPRI’s 

Program for Biosafety Systems (PBS) supports 

countries in the responsible development and use 

of biotechnology. During the past 18 months, PBS 

has assisted Indonesia, Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria, 

the Philippines, Uganda, and Vietnam in building 

regulatory frameworks for crop varieties developed 

through biotechnology.

3. Adoption of technology and sustainable intensifica-

tion. PIM research focuses on the gender dimension 

of technology adoption, among other issues. For 

example, drawing on a randomized control experi-

ment conducted jointly by IFPRI, the World Bank, 

and the government of Mozambique, researchers 

are examining whether agricultural training and rep-

resentation of women in extension services promote 

investments by female farmers.

4. Policy and public expenditure. The Arab Spatial 

Development and Food Security Atlas—an open-

access, web-based repository of food security indica-

tors—equips countries in the Middle East and North 

Africa with up-to-date information on policy options 

during a time of great political change.

5. Value chains. Work supported by PIM on contract 

farming in Vietnam identified ways to improve con-

tracts and trust between farmers and dairy compa-

nies, leading to higher quality milk and better prices 

for smallholders.

6. Social protection. PIM is supporting the redesign 

of Bangladesh’s national social protection strategy 

through the evaluation of a two-year experimen-

tal pilot program implemented by the World Food 

Programme. The study—covering 4,000 ultra poor 

women and their 18,000 family members—will be 

completed in May 2014, and results will be used to 

revise the program’s design.

7. Natural resource property regimes. In an ongoing 

multi-agency effort to understand and prepare for 

the future of Africa’s drylands, PIM and partners are 

evaluating institutional arrangements for managing 

fragile and contested rangelands. Partners include 

the African Union, CGIAR, CIRAD, the UN Food and 

Agriculture Organization, the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development, NARS (national agricul-

tural research systems), the US Agency for Interna-

tional Development, and the World Bank.

PIM also conducts cross-cutting strategic gender 

research aimed at developing better data on gender 

and agriculture. 

For more information, see www.pim.cgiar.org.
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Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH)  

Agriculture has traditionally played a key role in pro-

viding poor people with a steady supply of staple crops 

that meet calorie requirements and increase incomes. 

Recent advances in the agriculture sector, however, have 

not necessarily translated into improved nutrition and 

health for poor farmers and consumers in developing 

countries. The CGIAR Research Program on Agriculture 

for Nutrition and Health (A4NH), led by IFPRI in collabo-

ration with partner CGIAR research centers, is designed 

to improve health and nutrition outcomes in agricul-

tural development. With generous support from the 

Netherlands and other donors, A4NH conducts research 

under four major themes: (1) value chains for enhanced 

nutrition, (2) biofortification, (3) agriculture-associated 

diseases, and (4) integrated programs and policies. 

A4NH research includes a cross-cutting emphasis on 

gender and capacity building, specifically evaluating 

opportunities along value chains where innovative nutri-

tion interventions can be incorporated to stimulate both 

the supply of and demand for nutritious foods. A4NH 

collaborates with a range of value-chain actors, such 

as private-sector companies (including food-processing 

industries), public-private initiatives, and other groups 

that focus on food quality and safety. Highlights from 

recent A4NH work include the following:                                                                                                                   

 X Value chains. In 2012 A4NH studies looked at how 

to ensure milk safety, elevate household nutrition 

(particularly for women and children in pastoral areas 

of Senegal), and improve consumer behavior with 

regards to milk and vegetable in India.

 X Biofortification. Under HarvestPlus, new biofortified 

crops have been developed, tested, and released; they 

will soon be scaled up. In 2012, vitamin-A cassava and 

two vitamin-A hybrids of maize were launched in 

Nigeria; five new varieties of colorful iron beans were 

released in Rwanda; three vitamin-A maize varieties 

were launched in Zambia; and a group of farmers in 

India were the first to grow an improved high-iron 

version of pearl millet.

 X Agriculture-associated diseases. A4NH researchers 

took a new approach to prioritizing zoonoses in 

Asia and Africa. The program also collaborated with 

IFPRI’s 2020 Vision Initiative on a recent series of 

policy briefs that outline innovative ways to improve 

food safety through aflatoxin control. 

 X Integrated programs and policies. A4NH research-

ers from IFPRI were lead authors on two papers in 

the 2013 Lancet series on nutrition about nutrition-

sensitive interventions and impacts. Evaluations of 

existing nutrition interventions throughout Asia and 

Africa provided evidence to donors, implementers, 

and policymakers. 

For more information, see www.a4nh.cgiar.org. 
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Technical and Capacity-Strengthening Support for 

Country-Level Strategic Analysis and Knowledge 

Support Systems in Select African Countries

When the African Union launched the Comprehen-

sive Africa Agriculture Development Programme 

(CAADP) in 2002, African countries sought technical 

assistance and evidence-based analysis on how they 

should design their investment plans. Under the IFPRI-

facilitated Regional Strategic Analysis and Knowledge 

Support System (ReSAKSS)—an Africa-wide network 

of platforms that support CAADP’s implementation—

researchers provide technical and capacity strength-

ening support. They currently work in 13 countries to 

support the CAADP implementation process. 

ReSAKSS offers high-quality analyses and knowledge 

products to improve policymaking, track progress, 

document success, and derive lessons for the implemen-

tation of the CAADP agenda and other agricultural and 

rural development policies and programs in Africa. Plat-

forms are being established or strengthened in Benin, 

Burkina Faso, Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Mali, Mozambique, 

Rwanda, Senegal, Togo, and Uganda. 

In most African countries, data used for policy analysis 

are stored in different formats and housed across a 

variety of institutions. This project initiated efforts to 

equip all country-level SAKSS platforms with an e-Atlas 

tool to help policy analysts access and use more timely, 

representative, and high-quality data. Because it allows 

for geographic disaggregation of data at the local com-

munity level, the e-Atlas can help decisionmakers to 

better target investment decisions.

As part of CAADP, IFPRI—with support from the 

Netherlands—is building capacity through national 

knowledge platforms to track implementation progress 

and evaluate policy options. By providing a knowledge 

platform to present data, analysis, and tools in acces-

sible, consistent formats to national policymakers and 

other stakeholders, this project encourages dialogue, 

evidence-based policymaking, and learning. The project 

has produced the following outcomes:

 X Detailed capacity needs assessments (CNA) of each 

country’s institutional and human technical capaci-

ties have been carried out. As of October 2013, these 

nine countries had completed assessments and 

submitted reports: Benin, Ethiopia, Ghana, Malawi, 

Mozambique, Rwanda, Senegal, Tanzania, and 

Togo. The CNAs have been validated at stakeholder 

workshops in Benin, Ghana, Malawi, Mozambique, 

Rwanda, and Togo, with plans for similar workshops 

to take place in Ethiopia, Senegal, Tanzania, and 

Uganda by November 2013. 

 X Country SAKSS platforms are currently operational 

in Ghana and Rwanda and will be operational in 

Mozambique and Togo by the end of 2013. 

 ✚ ReSAKSS and IFPRI support mutual accountability 

through joint sector reviews (JSRs). They devel-

oped a JSR concept note identifying content and 

terms of reference to guide the undertaking of 

a review. 

 ✚ ReSAKSS and IFPRI provided countries with train-

ing on JSR methodologies, data requirements, 

and guidelines for completing a regular and effec-

tive JSR. In addition, ReSAKSS and IFPRI worked in 

Ethiopia, Mozambique, and Tanzania on plans to 

establish and regularly carry out JSRs. Following 

the mission, Mozambique launched its agriculture 

JSR in August 2013. 
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Completed Projects
Supporting Evidence-Based 
Agricultural and Trade Policies

Ethiopia Strategy Support Program

MOTIVATION

Development strategies in Ethiopia aimed at helping 

the poor in rural areas faced design, implementation, 

and monitoring challenges—for instance, donors and 

policymakers struggled with how to target invest-

ments by region to increase food production, economic 

growth, food security, and poverty reduction. To help 

provide context-specific answers, IFPRI launched the 

Ethiopia Strategy Support Program (ESSP) in 2004. A 

team of researchers worked in Addis Ababa with the 

government and national institutions on agricultural 

strategy and building capacity for policy analysis. From 

2004 to 2007, with support from the Netherlands and 

several other donors, the ESSP promoted sustainable 

development and poverty reduction through policy-

oriented research, capacity building, strengthening of 

institutions, and an open dialogue on economic and 

agricultural policy issues.
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OUTCOMES

 X An external impact evaluation identified the fol-

lowing outcomes from the Ethiopia Strategy Sup-

port Program.

 ✚ ESSP has strengthened the capacity of five core 

national institutions: (1) the Ethiopian Develop-

ment Research Institute, (2) the Ministry of Agri-

culture and Rural Development, (3) the Ministry 

of Finance and Economic Development, (4) the 

Central Statistical Agency, and (5) the Ethiopian 

Institute for Agricultural Research.

 ✚ Within Ethiopia’s donor community, IFPRI’s 

research is widely acknowledged to have contrib-

uted substantially to the establishment of donor 

priorities and efforts to support government poli-

cies consistent with those priorities.

 X IFPRI’s research and technical support on agricultural 

commodity markets led to the launch of the Ethiopia 

Commodity Exchange in 2008. By generating market 

information for farmers on important crops such as 

coffee, sesame, haricot beans, maize, and wheat, the 

Exchange brings transparency and integrity to the 

pricing system, which can increase smallholder farm-

ers’ incomes by allowing them to sell at higher prices.

 X IFPRI has built capacity at partner institutions such as 

the Central Statistical Agency, the Ethiopian Devel-

opment Research Institute, and national universities.

 ✚ Since 2004, the government has relied heavily on 

IFPRI’s analysis in formulating and implementing 

the Agricultural Development-Led Industrializa-

tion Strategy. In addition, IFPRI worked with the 

Central Statistical Agency to provide analysis to 

the Agricultural Growth Program, a major govern-

ment project.

 ✚ ESSP has trained more than 800 Ethiopian par-

ticipants in computer economic modeling and 

mapping. This contribution has been applied in a 

variety of research contexts, from the Comprehen-

sive Africa Agriculture Development Programme 

goals to climate change scenarios in Ethiopia.

 X Together with local partners, IFPRI has published 

several Ethiopia-wide atlases that have been met 

with keen interest from stakeholders. In particular, 

the Atlas of the Ethiopian Rural Economy (2006), the 

Population and Housing Census Atlas of Ethiopia 

2007 (2011), and the Atlas of Agricultural Statistics 

2006/07–2010/11 (2011) are in high demand for deci-

sionmaking and spurring policy dialogue.

The Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA): 

Impact on Agriculture and Rural Sectors in Five 

Central American Countries

MOTIVATION 

Aiming to inform governments, the private sector, and 

civil society of the likely macroeconomic impacts of the 

Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) in five 

Central American countries—Costa Rica, El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua—IFPRI, with sup-

port from the Netherlands, evaluated the agreement’s 

impact at the regional and country levels, incorporat-

ing considerable detail on how households within these 

countries could be affected as well. 

This analysis found that CAFTA’s trade liberalization 

would have a positive, albeit small, impact on eco-

nomic growth. Furthermore, it concluded there would 

be a positive impact on reducing poverty levels due 

to the consolidation of unskilled labor in the maquila 

industry and recommended restructuring domestic 

and foreign demand in favor of sectors that employ 

8

www.a4nh.cgiar.org
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp00720.pdf


unskilled laborers while increasing the rate of foreign 

direct investment.

OUTCOMES

 X The World Bank designated this a “best practice proj-

ect,” presenting it with the AAA award and showcas-

ing it at a 2009 Knowledge Fair. 

 X The project has been successful in raising aware-

ness among Central American government agencies 

and other rural sector stakeholders. In particular, 

the research provided a detailed analysis of how 

each country’s various sectors will respond to the 

increased competition produced by CAFTA, as well 

as how best to prioritize and coordinate investments 

in infrastructure projects to diminish the potential 

negative effects of CAFTA on the rural poor. 

 X By filling in substantial knowledge gaps on the 

impact of trade-related reforms, the project has 

promoted meaningful discussion among govern-

ments and key stakeholders. The study led to main-

stream awareness of proposals about preparing for 

rural competitiveness operations in Guatemala and 

Honduras. The results of the initiative are expected 

to contribute to the debate on trade in the coun-

tries involved.

 X The datasets, models, and other tools used in the 

project are a sustainable resource that are not only 

publicly available online but can also be readily 

updated for use in analyzing other trade agreements 

throughout the world.
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 X This work resulted in individual country govern-

ments—through the Council of Central American 

Ministers of Agriculture—and donor agencies help-

ing the Central American rural sector adapt to the 

changing international environment.

Understanding Gender Issues 
in Agriculture

Gender and Governance

MOTIVATION

Governance challenges constitute a major bottleneck to 

agricultural and rural development due to their impact 

on the provision of rural services. Because 70 percent 

of poor people live in rural areas, efficient extension 

services are particularly important for pro-poor devel-

opment. Women, who play an essential role in agricul-

tural production and in the rural non-farm economy, 

face particular difficulties in gaining access to necessary 

economic and social services.

The objectives of this Netherlands-funded project 

(2007–2009) were to improve the governance of service 

delivery in rural areas by removing development bar-

riers, provide more equitable access to available ser-

vices—especially for women—and reduce corruption 

in rural service provision. The project aimed to identify, 

analyze, and promote gender-sensitive governance 

reform strategies for the provision of economic services, 

including rural infrastructure; credit and advisory ser-

vices; social services, such as health, water, sanitation, 

and education. 

The project analyzed the governance reform experi-

ence of countries where a range of gender-specific 

governance reforms have been implemented: India 

and Sri Lanka in Asia, and Ghana and Ethiopia in Africa. 

Cross-country and cross-regional comparisons took 

into account varying levels of agricultural and rural 
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development, the role of women in society, and the 

general institutional environment. Case studies were 

conducted in regions of Ghana and Ethiopia as well as 

in Kerala, India. The project applied existing data from 

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu (collected by IFPRI) and from 

Sri Lanka (collected by the World Bank). 

OUTCOMES

The resulting report, Gender and Governance in Rural 

Services: Insights from India, Ghana, and Ethiopia, was 

a collaborative effort by the World Bank, IFPRI, and 

these partner institutions: the Institute of Social and 

Economic Change and the Tata Institute of Social Sci-

ences in India; the Institute of Statistical Social and 

Economic Research of the University of Ghana, Legon; 

and the Ethiopian Economic Policy Research Institute. 

Responding to Food Price 
Spikes

The 2007-2008 Global Food Price Crisis

MOTIVATION

The precipitous escalation of food prices from 2007 

to 2008 wrought devastating consequences on the 

food and nutrition security of poor people. Given the 

depth of its expertise in agriculture, nutrition, and 

food security, IFPRI was among the first institutions to 

highlight the problem and address the crisis at an early 

stage. IFPRI was also well-positioned to respond to 

stakeholders’ requests for information. Throughout the 

crisis, IFPRI—with support from the Netherlands and 

other donors—used solid research to define what was 

happening, identify the causes and consequences, and 

determine what could be done to mitigate the effects.

OUTCOMES

 X By serving as a source of reliable, evidence-based 

information on the food price crisis for both 

decisionmakers and the general public, IFPRI con-

tributed to a broader understanding of events and 

possible policy responses. IFPRI produced 30 publica-

tions and disseminated findings through high-level 

presentations and briefings, resulting in more than 

700 media citations.

 X Seven of IFPRI’s eight proposed urgent actions 

released in a 2008 brief were adopted as policy rec-

ommendations in the Comprehensive Framework for 

Action published by the High-Level Task Force on the 

Global Food Security Crisis chaired by UN Secretary-

General Ban Ki-moon.

 X The 2008 G8 Summit report, Double Jeopardy: 

Responding to High Food and Fuel Prices, drew on 

IFPRI’s research in its justification for revising bio-

fuel policies.
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Looking Forward
The longstanding partnership between the Netherlands 

and IFPRI has engendered great efforts in improving 

food security and supporting economic transformation 

in developing countries, particularly in the Nether-

lands’ partner countries: Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Ghana, 

Mozambique, Uganda, and Yemen. As the world looks 

toward a post-2015 development agenda, the partner-

ship between IFPRI and the Netherlands will continue 

to support cutting-edge research, a shared commitment 

to food and nutrition security, global public goods, and 

alliances to take on our greatest global challenges.
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