


Poverty and chronic malnutrition severely limit 

economic growth in Central America. As an example, 

in Guatemala 53.7 percent11 of the population live in 

poverty and 44 percent2 of children are chronically 

malnourished. This is the highest level of chronic 

malnutrition in small children in the region, and the 

fourth highest in the world. 

The Central America and the Caribbean Food Security 

Portal (PSA-CAC) was created by IFPRI with the support of 

the United States Agency for International Development 

(USAID) and provides open access to timely, relevant and 

evidence based high-quality information at country level. 

1  2011 data. World Development Indicators.
2  Data for the period 2010 – 2014. Global Hunger Index 2015.

The Portal is also focused on CAC’s regional conditions 

and food security and nutrition needs as well as global 

issues and trends impacting the region. 

The CAC-FSP serves as a one-stop source of food 

security and nutrition and early warning indicators. It 

provides structured evidence and information about 

the different dimensions of food security to contrib-

ute to the design of high quality, timely, and relevant 

food security policies in the region. The portal will also 

strengthen the regional capacity for improved food 

security and nutrition policy research and analysis 

through in-country networks throughout the region and 

virtual dialogues to promote knowledge exchange and 

reinforce said networks. The FSP-CAC aims to be a focal 

point of dialogue between food security stakeholders 

and is intended to foster a better flow of information for 

policies designed by public and private stakeholders.

KEY PORTAL FEATURES
Price Watch provides an instant overview of the latest 

monthly, weekly, and daily global prices of five major 

commodities, as well as a daily global volatility status to 

alert policymakers to periods of excessive price volatility.

A Network of Experts provides members with the 

opportunity to collaborate and share information 

with colleagues around the globe. Members also 

The Central America and the Caribbean (CAC) Food Security Portal presents 
current information about agriculture, food security, and nutrition in the 

region and about dynamic developments in the region’s food system. It is 
facilitated by the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and brings 
together a network of regional partners.
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FIGURE 2 Prices (Guatemala)

Source: Guatemala’s Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food.

receive weekly email updates of the latest news from 

the FSP-CAC and can follow the portal on Facebook 

and Twitter. To become a member, please visit http://

cac.foodsecurityportal.org/content/red-del-portal-d

e-seguridad-alimentaria-de-cac. 

Themes and Discussions 

covers the multiple dimensions 

of food security by presenting 

the latest research, publications, 

and expert analysis. In addition 

to in-depth analysis of timely, 

relevant food security issues, 

the blog also provides links to 

the latest data and food security 

reports released by a number 

of global and regional sources. 

The dimensions covered include 

Food Availability, Input Markets, 

Food Access, Risk and Resilience, 

Food Consumption, and 

External Shocks. 

Interactive Maps featured on the homepage allows 

users to get a hands-on look at some of the region’s 

most important food security-related indicators.

FIGURE 1 Policy Typology
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The selection of maps pulls from IFPRI´s Agricultural 

Science and Technology Indicators (ASTI) programs 

among other sources and features interactive tools 

such as soil profiles, policy typology, monthly price 

comparison for two commodities between countries, 

and daily prices for Guatemala, Honduras and El 

Salvador. The daily price tool facilitates the observation 

of the evolution of the local prices for a series of 

agricultural commodities (rice, beans, maize, and 

sorghum), providing daily updates of volatility for the 

three countries considered. These tools allow users to 

receive a complete picture of the current food security 

and agricultural conditions throughout the region. 

A Resource section links to several innovative Policy 

Analysis Tools from the Global Food Security Portal. This 

section includes: 

 X Price Bulletins that present the most recent publica-

tions from FEWSNET for Guatemala, Honduras, and El 

Salvador, analyzing the evolution of prices for a set of 

commodities disaggregated by markets of interest at 

the country-level. 

 X Global Nutrition Report includes country profiles, 

highlighting the progress made on nutrition 

indicators throughout the region.

 X Agricultural Commodity Prices and Returns that 

track the movement of global prices and futures 

markets for four major agricultural commodities 

(wheat, maize, rice, and soybeans).

An interactive Media Analysis Tool tracks discussions 

in international media outlets regarding agricultural 

prices of four major crops (wheat, maize, rice, and soy-

beans). Research has found that media coverage can have 

an impact on commodity prices and volatility; tracking 

this coverage provides users with important information 

on the dynamics of agricultural commodity markets. 

Electronic Dialogues on important regional food 

security issues are held periodically, with the objective 

of sharing information and ideas among partners and 

contributors. These dialogues provide an opportunity 

for members to engage in food security discussions 

and connect with other policymakers and food security 

experts. The dialogues feature both a live panel 

discussion with experts in the field of food and nutrition 

security as well as an open online discussion forum and 

will discuss such topics as climate change adaptation 

and mitigation, youth migration, and policy response 

measures in adapting to climate-related shocks such as 

that from El Niño.  

It is hoped that the FSP-CAC´s environment of 

open information-sharing and dialogue will help to 

increase the resilience of the region’s poor to potential 

food-related crises, including price and climate shocks.
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