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Foreword

In the wake of the food crises of the early 1970s and the resulting World Food Conference of 1974, 

a group of innovators realized that food security depends not only on crop production, but also 

on the policies that affect food systems, from farm to table. In 1975, the International Food Policy 

Research Institute (IFPRI) was founded to provide solid research and evidence-based policy options to 

sustainably reduce poverty and end hunger and malnutrition.

The European Commission (EC) has long championed food security, nutrition, and sustainable 

agriculture. Since 2006, the EC has committed €1 billion of its annual budget to strengthen and 

support global food security and sustainable agriculture. In fact, with the 2008 adoption of the 

€1 billion Food Facility program, the EC was the first donor to proactively confront the global food 

price crisis of 2007–2008, allowing for rapid responses to food price volatility. The EC’s Food Facility 

program helped reduce the negative impact of food price fluctuations for more than 59 million 

people.

EC financial support has helped to ensure that IFPRI’s research remains responsive, innovative, and 

effective in tackling the obstacles that stand in the way of achieving food security and poverty 

alleviation. Over the years, the EC’s support to IFPRI provided the necessary foundation for cutting-

edge research in areas such as climate change; biofuels; and the nexus of agriculture, nutrition, and 

health. This support has helped IFPRI partner with strategic European partners in civil society, higher 

education, and public sector areas, with a focus on making food security research accessible through 

the development of global public goods, capacity-building networks, and technological platforms. 

In June 2015, IFPRI, the EC, and the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 

(BMZ) joined together to bring experts and stakeholders to discuss the latest thinking on sustainably 

improving livelihoods and welfare at a Brussels workshop, “Improving Food Systems for Better Lives.” 

The workshop highlighted the need for greater convergence among diverse actors, sectors, and 

stakeholders for the development and implementation of innovative solutions that will improve food 

systems and enhance food and nutrition security around the world.

Much of IFPRI’s work is framed within the two CGIAR Research Programs that IFPRI leads: Policies, 

Institutions, and Markets (PIM) and Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH).

This brochure highlights key collaborations between IFPRI and the EC.
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Contributing To Global Food 
And Nutrition Policies

Creating a Culture of Accountability: Global 

Nutrition Report

Project Duration: 2014–2016

MOTIVATION

Malnutrition is a global problem 

with 2 billion people experiencing 

micronutrient deficiency, 161 million 

children under five suffering from 

stunting and 51 million from wast-

ing, and nearly 2 billion adults 

obese. These staggering condi-

tions have severe consequences 

for the ability of individuals, the 

economy, and society to thrive. To provide an accurate 

overview of the global state of malnutrition, IFPRI and 

its partners collaborated and published the inaugural 

Global Nutrition Report in 2014, with updated reports 

released in 2015 and scheduled for June 2016. This 

report represents a first-of-its-kind succinct review of 

global nutrition information that highlights progress 

in combating malnutrition, identifies bottlenecks and 

gaps, and proposes ways to address them.

RESULTS

The 2014 report, launched with assistance from A4NH 

at the Second International Conference on Nutri-

tion (ICN2), provided a comprehensive account of the 

global state of malnutrition. Undeniable evidence 

revealed that the world was off-course for meeting 

the World Health Assembly (WHA) targets for 2025. 

The measures and evidence presented by the report 

helped spark increased commitment to reduce mal-

nutrition and build accountability. The 2015 report 

updated the inaugural report and examined the 

factors contributing to the notable progress made in 

reducing undernutrition.

2014

ACTIONS AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY 
TO ACCELERATE THE 
WORLD’S PROGRESS 

ON NUTRITION

OUTCOMES

 X Both published reports have been widely cited 

around the world. As of March 2016, the 2014 report 

had been downloaded 51,168 times and the 2015 

report had been downloaded 11,212 times, making 

the combined reports the most downloaded publica-

tion on the IFPRI website.

 X Compelling evidence presented by the reports on 

the lack of progress against malnutrition spurred 

stakeholders to strengthen their commitments and 

develop solutions. In June 2015, G7 leaders stated in 

a Declaration that they will “improve the data input 

for monitoring [the] goal regarding food security, 

and in particular nutrition, by working closely with 

the UN bodies, the Global Nutrition Report and the 

Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement.”

 X In the two years since the first report’s release, 

governments and international organizations used 

the reports to inform their strategies. The United 

Nations Global Nutrition Agenda, released in 2015, 

identified strategic priority outcomes “based on a 

review of global commitments and goals, and recom-

mendations in the 2014 Global Nutrition Report.” 

The United States Agency for International Develop-

ment’s Multi-Sectoral Nutrition Strategy 2014–2025 

Technical Guidance Brief drew from the 2014 report 

to inform its strategies on nutrition-specific interven-

tions and child and maternal mortality.

 X The reports’ comprehensive measures of nutrition 

helped promote a culture of accountability. In Febru-

ary 2015, the then-interim SUN Movement Coordina-

tor stated that the report is one of the important 

advances in the fight against malnutrition because it 

creates a standard measure for evaluating progress. 

In its October 2015 issue, the journal Food Security 

concluded that IFPRI’s flagship reports, including 

the Global Nutrition Report, are thought–provok-

ing, pragmatic resources that contribute to holding 
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policy makers and donors accountable for the out-

comes of their policies.

 X At the SUN Movement Workshop, “Tracking of 

Nutrition-Relevant Budget Allocations,” held in 

April 2015, leaders agreed that the Global Nutri-

tion Report is crucial in providing reliable data for 

nutrition-relevant budget allocations. Evidence from 

the report helped policy makers agree that nutrition 

is one of the most important, cost-effective means 

of advancing human well-being and should be made 

a top priority.

Exploring the Future of Global Food and Nutrition 

Security: FOODSECURE

Project Duration: 2012–2015

MOTIVATION

FOODSECURE, a research project funded by the EC, 

analyzed how domestic and international policies 

affect food and nutrition security. As part of a con-

sortium of 18 institutions, IFPRI, with the help of PIM, 

provided high-quality research, models and data-

bases, and access to a network of developing-country 

researchers, particularly in Africa. In the short term, 

IFPRI provided quantitative assessments to detect price 

spikes and excess volatility and to determine their asso-

ciated impacts on household dynamics. Over the long 

term, the project focused on how the changing pat-

terns of food security, bioenergy, and climate change 

affect global and household-level development. The 

project addressed a variety of specific European Union 

(EU) policies including development aid and policies on 

climate change, trade, agriculture, renewable energies, 

and sustainability and the role of international science 

and technology.

RESULTS

The project developed a toolbox to analyze the effects 

of short- and medium-term policies, thereby support-

ing EU policy makers and stakeholders in the design 

of consistent long-term strategies to ensure food and 

nutrition security. The consortium produced a num-

ber of scientific publications (in total 42, including 15 

FOODSECURE working papers). FOODSECURE con-

ducted workshops in 2014, including IFPRI-led technical 

workshops on modeling food and nutrition demand 

and measuring and predicting price volatility.
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OUTCOMES

 X FOODSECURE generated a relevant and much-

needed knowledge base. Its researchers were invited 

to give presentations at trainings for the World 

Bank Institute in 2014 on “Challenges of Achieving 

Food Security” and for the OECD in 2013 on “Shared 

Approaches to Measuring the Agricultural Policy 

Environment.”

 X Research findings on price volatility and its links to 

food and nutrition security supported the EU’s policy 

going into the G20 Summit in 2011. At the summit, 

leaders endorsed the creation of the Agricultural 

Market Information System (AMIS), which was 

launched in 2011 to increase transparency on avail-

able food stocks and warn policy makers of price 

fluctuations in G20-member countries.

Examining New Issues 
in Agriculture, Food, and 
Bioenergy Trade

Understanding Trade Liberalization in a Changing 

World: AgFoodTrade

Project Duration: 2008–2011

MOTIVATION

The global agricultural market is driven by a complex 

combination of demographic, socioeconomic, techno-

logical, and political developments. To address uncer-

tainties stemming from these dynamic factors, IFPRI 

joined 15 institutions from 2008 to 2011 to form a 

consortium to implement the New Issues in Agricultural, 

Food and Bioenergy Trade (AgFoodTrade) program. 

This program launched a series of research projects 

related to international trade and trade negotiations. 

AgFoodTrade focused on methodological development 

in areas that commonly raise problems for modelers 

and analysts, such as the linkage between EU agri-

cultural policy and world markets; the impact of new 

demand for food, feed, and fuel on the agricultural 

sector; the impact of demographic changes on demand 

for food; and the role of different tariff and non-tariff 

measures affecting trade.

RESULTS

AgFoodTrade developed innovative tools, models, and 

databases that are helpful to decision makers and trade 

negotiators in analyzing current and planned trade 

negotiations and agreements, including their effects 

on global welfare. IFPRI specifically contributed meth-

ods of measuring and tracking price volatility and price 

stabilization policies for developing countries. By the 

end of the project, 64 publications and 75 working 

papers were produced.

OUTCOMES

 X The consortium, led by IFPRI, oversaw the develop-

ment and documentation of a database on bilat-

eral applied tariffs. This database is widely used by 

academics and researchers and is the source of trade 

policy data for the global database Global Trade 

Analysis Project, or GTAP7 (www.gtap.org). The 

database also acts as the main source of information 

for many studies done for the EC (Directorate Gen-

eral for Trade) and for large-scale assessments such 

as Unfinished Business? The WTO’s Doha Agenda.

 X IFPRI’s research in the field of global trade nego-

tiations has been particularly widely cited. “The 

Potential Cost of a Failed Doha Round” concluded 

that a Doha agreement would provide an “insurance 

policy against future protectionism” and support the 

World Trade Organization (WTO) system. This article 

has been discussed in a variety of journals and books 

and was quoted in the Economist. National and 

international entities, including the United States 

Congress, the UN Economic and Social Commission 
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for Asia and the Pacific, and the United Kingdom’s 

Prime Minister David Cameron, have used this article 

to inform trade policy discussions. The findings were 

also used by then-Director General of the WTO, Pas-

cal Lamy, in his opening speech to the ministerial 

meeting of the WTO in December 2011. 

Re-Examining European Union Biofuel Policies

Project Duration: 2009–2014 

MOTIVATION

IFPRI also applied new methodologies developed by the 

AgFoodTrade project to study specific policy questions 

such as the EU biofuel policies. In April 2009, the EU 

adopted a Renewable Energy Directive that required 

member states to use renewable resources, including 

biofuels, for 10 percent of their transport fuel needs 

by 2020, and to comply with a set of environmental 

sustainability criteria. While the criteria included a 

minimum rate of direct greenhouse gas emission sav-

ings and restrictions on the type of land that could be 

converted for biofuel production, the land-use criterion 

only addressed direct land-use changes. Consequently, 

the EC asked IFPRI in 2009 to analyze the impact of indi-

rect land-use changes caused by biofuel production.

RESULTS

At the EC’s request, IFPRI researchers working with PIM 

produced two reports on EU biofuel policies: Global 

Trade and Environmental Impact Study of the EU 

Biofuels Mandate and Assessing the Land Use Change 

Consequences of European Biofuels Policies. Both of 

these reports have been widely discussed and cited 

since their release in 2010 and 2011 respectively. The 

first report showed that increasing first-generation bio-

fuel consumption above a 5.6 percent threshold would 

greatly reduce the environmental sustainability of the 

policy. The second report determined that the mandate 

was also likely to produce significant emissions through 

indirect land-use changes. It provided specific estimates 

for different crops and impact pathways and recom-

mended that either the overall scope of the mandate 

be limited or the threshold for greenhouse gas savings 

be increased for all biofuel crops.

OUTCOMES

 X In April 2015, the EU Parliament voted in favor of 

amending the Renewable Energy Directive and 

related legislation to reduce the risk of indirect 

land-use change. IFPRI’s research helped inform the 

Parliament’s discussions and decision. The amend-

ment limits the EU member states’ consumption of 

biofuels grown from local or foreign agricultural 

land to 7 percent of their total biofuel consumption. 

The reporting structure for indirect land-use changes 

was also enhanced. IFPRI estimated that this signifi-

cant amendment would reduce CO2 emissions by 

13 million tons due to land-use changes in develop-

ing countries, save 800,000 hectares of cropland, and 

produce enough food to feed 70 million adult males 

annually at the global level.

 X Based on IFPRI’s evaluation, the EU Parliament’s Envi-

ronment Committee advocated for limiting the pro-

portion of food-based biofuels to 5 percent. In 2013, 

based on the committee’s legislative report, which 

was influenced by IFPRI’s work, the EU Parliament 

voted to support the findings and recommendations 

by 356 to 327 votes.
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 X IFPRI’s biofuel reports received extensive media 

attention and were supported by the EC and various 

nongovernmental organizations. Despite criticism 

by many EU biofuel producers and lobbying groups, 

one EU industrial lobby (COPA/COGECA) cited the 

reports as being the “best available science,” show-

ing that the methodology and science behind the 

reports are supported by many, including some 

within the industry.

Responding to Food Price Spikes

Building Resilience to Food Price Crises

Project Duration: 2009–2016

MOTIVATION

In response to the world food price crisis of 2007–2008, 

IFPRI, in collaboration with the EC, the Swiss Agency for 

Development and Cooperation, and more recently PIM, 

launched the Food Security Portal (FSP) in 2009. The 

portal is a one-stop, open-access food security informa-

tion website designed to provide comprehensive and 

updated international, regional, and country-level data, 

news, and research on food security. It has been instru-

mental in increasing developing countries’ capacity and 

access to real-time information.

RESULTS

Since its inception, the FSP has been equipping policy 

makers with evidence and analytical tools to address 

food security challenges. Expansions and updates to 

the FSP continue. New country-specific portals (Central 

America and the Caribbean, India, and Africa south of 

the Sahara) were subsequently developed, and a “Road 

To” feature on global trade negotiations was added. 

The portal also provides policy makers with alerts on 

daily price volatility through IFPRI’s Excessive Food Price 

Variability Early Warning System.

OUTCOMES

 X By serving as a source of reliable, evidence-based 

information on global and local food prices for both 

decision makers and the general public, the por-

tal has contributed to a broader understanding of 

events and possible policy responses. IFPRI produced 

30 publications and disseminated findings through 

high-level presentations and briefings, resulting in 

more than 700 media citations.

 X The FSP was visited more than 129,044 times in 2015. 

Moreover, governments have promoted the use and 

affirmed the value of the portal by placing its direct 

link on their own websites, including Bangladesh’s 

Ministry of Food Planning and Monitoring Unit and 

Nepal’s Planning Commission.

 X Seven of IFPRI’s eight proposed urgent actions 

released in a 2008 policy brief were adopted as 

policy recommendations in the Comprehensive 

Framework for Action published by the United 

Nations High Level Task Force on the Global Food 

Security Crisis.

Securing Cereal Availability in Ethiopia

Project Duration: 2008

MOTIVATION

In 2006, Ethiopian cereal prices were rising sharply and 

threatened food security, especially for net cereal pur-

chasers. To develop research-based evidence to inform 

policy responses to the price spikes, IFPRI conducted a 

set of studies that examined agricultural production, 

markets, and prices within the country.

RESULTS

In addition to conducting surveys of consumers, farm-

ers, and traders, the research teams developed a model 

to simulate regional grain markets and how they inter-

act. IFPRI’s research in Ethiopia dispelled the commonly 

believed causes of cereal price hikes: cross-border trade, 
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increased demand for consumption, diversification into 

high-value crops, and speculative hoarding. IFPRI found 

that high prices were instead caused by a combination 

of overestimation of yields and macroeconomic policies.

OUTCOMES

 X Some stakeholders believed Ethiopia’s new Produc-

tive Safety Net Program had injected too much cash 

into the rural market, increasing rural cereal demand 

and driving up prices. IFPRI’s research showed that 

safety net payments did not significantly raise grain 

prices. Ultimately the government increased the pay-

ments so recipients could afford the more expensive 

grain.

 X When prices spiked, the Ethiopian government for-

bade the World Food Programme (WFP) from buying 

grain from local markets for its relief programs, 

believing its involvement in the market would 

only exacerbate the problem. Eventually, after the 

research results were released, the WFP was once 

again allowed to buy from local markets.

 X IFPRI’s research revealed that the government’s 

crop-forecasting procedures—which produced the 

data used to devise food security policy—could be 

strengthened. This led the EC and others to provide 

grants to Ethiopia’s Central Statistical Agency to 

improve its production forecasts.

 X IFPRI’s findings from its research on cereal prices, 

along with its assessment of Ethiopian agriculture, 

led to the creation of the Ethiopian Agricultural 

Transformation Agency (ATA) in 2010. The ATA is the 

government agency focused on helping accelerate 

the growth and transformation of the agriculture 

sector. Today, IFPRI continues to provide technical 

assistance to the agency.

Facilitating National 
Agricultural Development

Developing and Implementing Country Development 

Strategies

Project Duration: 2008–2010

MOTIVATION

Most developing countries have designed strategies to 

reduce hunger and malnutrition and achieve broader 

development goals. Country development strategies 

link investment choices with agreed development 

objectives supporting poverty reduction and economic 

growth. Nevertheless, limited resources and technical 

expertise within many countries present policy mak-

ers with difficult choices when it comes to prioritizing 

investments.
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RESULTS

In this context, IFPRI’s research generated new knowl-

edge, built local capacity, and created policy dialogues 

that support agricultural and rural growth and reduce 

poverty. IFPRI and its partners have developed Country 

Strategy Support Programs in Bangladesh, China, Ethio-

pia, Ghana, Malawi, Nigeria, and Uganda. Although EC 

funding was provided only for the first three years of 

these programs, the outcomes that resulted from the 

EC’s support continue to resonate in those countries.

OUTCOMES

 X IFPRI’s China office promoted South–South coop-

eration by connecting the Comprehensive Africa 

Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) with 

the Chinese Ministry of Agriculture, which led to the 

signing of a memorandum of understanding in 2011 

with a view to increasing China’s engagement with 

CAADP.

 X IFPRI’s research and technical support on agricultural 

commodity markets contributed to the launch of 

the Ethiopia Commodity Exchange, which generates 

market information for farmers, allowing them to 

sell at higher prices, retaining more of the income 

for themselves. In 2008, IFPRI’s evaluation of Ethio-

pia’s Productive Safety Net Programme contributed 

to continuing improvements in the operation of 

various sub-programs; according to an external 

evaluation, “These outcomes have clearly conferred 

welfare gains on a large number of impoverished 

people, by reducing food insecurity and increasing 

their accumulation of productive assets—impacts for 

which IFPRI can justifiably claim a share of the credit.” 

A 2008 EC-commissioned external review concluded 

that IFPRI’s Ethiopian Strategy Support Program is a 

highly relevant and successful program worth con-

tinuing and expanding with support of EC funding.

 X At the invitation of Uganda’s Plan for Moderniza-

tion of Agriculture Secretariat in 2007, IFPRI pro-

vided policy relevant research for the design and 

implementation of the country’s agricultural and 

rural development strategy.

 X IFPRI’s research results have been used as inputs to 

policy debates and country strategy development 

processes in China, Ethiopia, Ghana, India, Malawi, 

Morocco, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, Uganda, 

and Zambia, among other developing countries. For 

example, key research activities provided analytical 

and research support to selected African countries as 

stakeholders developed comprehensive rural compo-

nents of broader development strategies in accor-

dance with the CAADP principles.

 X Government agencies in Ghana, Malawi, Mozam-

bique, South Africa, Uganda, and Zambia have 

adopted models and databases, such as social 

accounting matrixes, generated under this program. 
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Formulating Scenarios for Reconstruction and 

Development in Yemen

Project Duration: 2012

MOTIVATION

During the Arab Awakening of 2010–2011, food prices 

rose significantly in Yemen. The ensuing crisis caused 

the government to rethink its economic development 

policies. Building on an earlier collaboration with 

the government of Yemen in the development of its 

National Food Security Strategy (NFSS), IFPRI, with 

assistance from the CGIAR Research Program on Policies, 

Institutions, and Markets (PIM), assessed the economic 

impacts of the socioeconomic changes and scenarios for 

reconstruction and development in 2012.

RESULTS

The EC-funded project updated the economic models 

used for policy analysis and decision making with the 

latest data, including data on the impacts of conflict. In 

addition, the models were improved by incorporating 

poverty and nutrition impacts in order to ensure the 

well-being of the most vulnerable.
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OUTCOMES

 X The research results helped inform the debate of the 

European Parliament’s Delegation for Relations with 

the Arab Peninsula in its discussion in 2012 on the 

humanitarian crisis in Yemen.

 X The research results became part of a joint socio-

economic impact assessment by the EC, the Islamic 

Development Bank, the United Nations, and the 

World Bank. This assessment influenced the 2012 

Yemen donor meeting in Riyadh that led to a 

US$8 billion aid pledge for Yemen.

 X The research led to the creation of the EU-funded 

Digital Food Security Atlas for Yemen, an online 

food security mapping and charting tool, which 

was extended to develop Yemen Spatial. Launched 

in 2014 to support the implementation of Yemen’s 

NFSS, Yemen Spatial monitors and evaluates prog-

ress in key food security indicators—such as calorie 

deficiency and child stunting—and strengthens food 

security by making data and information available to 

policy makers.

 X Analysts from the Ministry of Planning and Central 

Bank were trained by IFPRI in research models and 

methods. In 2014, these analysts provided sound food 

policy analysis and evidence to the Minister of Inter-

national Cooperation, which led to the approval of a 

$553 million International Monetary Fund loan to fund 

the government’s pro-growth and pro-poor reforms. 

Ongoing Work

Agriculture for Improved Nutrition and Health 

Project Duration: 2011–2016

With generous support from the EC and other donors 

for the Agriculture for Improved Nutrition and Health 

project, the CGIAR Research Program on Agriculture for 

Nutrition and Health (A4NH) conducts research in four 

flagship areas. Highlights of recent A4NH work in the 

flagship areas include the following:

 X Value Chains for Enhanced Nutrition: In 2012, A4NH 

started a study of how the dairy value chain can be 

used to address anemia in children under five years 

old in Senegal. Small-scale dairy producers were 

incentivized to deliver milk more consistently in 

exchange for iron-fortified yoghurt for their families. 

Results show that the intervention led to increased 

regularity and quantity of milk delivered by women 

producers. Improvements in children’s nutritional 

status were also observed. Final results will be pub-

lished in 2016.

 X Biofortification: Through HarvestPlus, the program 

produced promising varieties of seven nutrient-rich 

staple crops in target areas of Africa and Asia. In 

2014, HarvestPlus expanded delivery in nine target 

countries and delivered biofortified crops to more 

than 1 million farming households. Currently, A4NH 

is examining the sustainability of orange-fleshed 

sweet potato dissemination in Mozambique and 

Uganda.

 X Prevention and Control of Agriculture-Associated 

Diseases: In 2015, A4NH contributed to a study 

looking at the association between aflatoxin and 

stunting in young children in Uganda and Mexico. 

The study findings were presented at the 5th Annual 

Leverhulme Centre for Integrative Research on Agri-

culture and Health (LCIRAH) Research Conference in 

2015. A draft of the research findings was submitted 
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to the American Journal of Clinical Nutrition in 

December 2015 and is under review.

 X Integrated Programs and Policies: Baseline and 

end-line studies in Burkina Faso were completed in 

2012 as part of the impact evaluation of Helen Keller 

International’s enhanced homestead food produc-

tion (E-HFP) system on children’s nutrition. Gender 

was considered in targeting the program and assess-

ing the program’s impacts. In 2013, the findings from 

the impact evaluation were released, and a follow-

up study began looking at the long-term impacts. 

Several papers from this evaluation were accepted 

for publication in 2015 and will be available in 2016.

Leveraging Agriculture for Improved Nutrition 

and Health for the Poor and Undernourished in 

Bangladesh

Project Duration: 2013–2016

MOTIVATION

In Bangladesh, 41 percent of children under five are 

estimated to be zinc deficient according to the Bangla-

desh Demography Survey, and the country loses over 

$700 million in gross domestic product due to vitamin 

and mineral deficiencies, according to the World Bank. 

Faced with such deficiencies in nutrition and productiv-

ity, HarvestPlus, with generous funding from the EC 

and A4NH, worked closely with the Bangladesh Rice 

Research Institute, the International Rice Research 

Institute, and other partners to develop a rice variety 

fortified with zinc.

RESULTS

Between 2013 and 2015, HarvestPlus and its large 

network of partners released new zinc rice varieties 

that provide up to 60 percent of daily zinc needs, along 

with iron and vitamin A. Further, farmers benefited 

economically from zinc rice because it matures earlier, is 

high-yielding, and is disease- and pest-resistant.

OUTCOMES

 X HarvestPlus reached 160,000 households with zinc 

rice by 2015, far exceeding the original target of 

11,000 households. In 2016, HarvestPlus strives to 

expand zinc rice production and distribution to reach 

360,000 households through seed distribution.

 X Farmers have experienced positive returns from 

planting zinc rice varieties. In 2015, farmers in 

the Bhola District of Bangladesh expressed their 
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gratitude to HarvestPlus for the zinc rice that 

increased their yields and addressed micronutrient 

deficiency hindering children’s growth.

 X At the ICN2 in 2014, Minister of Agriculture, Matia 

Chowdhury, praised the zinc rice and its impact on 

improving nutrition. “The country’s first bioforti-

fied rice varieties (enriched with zinc) namely, BRRI 

dhan 62 and BRRI dhan 64, have been released…and 

this is capable of fighting diarrhea- and pneumonia-

induced childhood deaths and stunting.”

Increasing Social Transfers’ Contribution to Improved 

Food Security and Nutrition in West Africa

Project Duration: 2013–2016

In collaboration with the EC, IFPRI is evaluating two 

social protection projects in Mali: the World Food Pro-

gramme/UN Children’s Fund project, Santé Nutrition-

nelle à Assise Communautaire à Kayes (SNACK), and the 

Government of Mali project, Jigisémériji. IFPRI’s assess-

ments focus on how different combinations of social 

transfers and targeted nutrition interventions can 

improve maternal and child health and nutrition. Both 

projects include a cash transfer component targeted 

to mothers and young children and access to health 

and nutrition services. Within A4NH and PIM, IFPRI is 

conducting a rigorous impact evaluation using random-

ized trials with comparison groups. Moreover, IFPRI is 

evaluating the quality of implementation, service deliv-

ery, use of services and products, and perceptions of 

stakeholders of the program’s usefulness and effective-

ness and how these may be strengthened.

These evaluations are expected to generate critical 

evidence regarding the feasibility of enhancing the 

nutrition-sensitivity of social transfers in Mali and the 

impact of these integrated programs on maternal and 

child health and nutrition. In July 2015, the baseline 

report for the evaluation of Jigisémériji was submitted 

to the Government of Mali. For SNACK, the evaluation 

was completed in September 2015 followed by a work-

shop presenting preliminary results in November 2015. 

Final reports for both evaluations are expected to be 

released in the next two years.

Assessing Regional Food Reserves to Increase 

Resilience: Their Role in Safety Nets and in Reducing 

Price Volatility

Project Duration: 2014–2016

Physical food reserves have been used at national, 

regional, and international levels at different times 

throughout history to control price spikes and reduce 

price variability. For decades, large countries such 

as China and India have held significant levels of 

reserves because of their size and the effects that 

their entry into world markets during harvest short-

falls would have on prices. The United States oper-

ated a farmer-owned reserve for several decades, 
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which gave farmers loans and money toward storage 

costs in exchange for following requirements regard-

ing when this stored grain could be sold. The 1996 

farm bill, however, virtually eliminated these physical 

grain reserves.

Many African countries, including Burkina Faso, Ethio-

pia, Mali, Mozambique, Niger, and Tanzania, estab-

lished nationally based food security reserve stocks 

between 1975 and 1980. However, it proved difficult 

to estimate accurately how much grain was needed in 

these reserves, which, along with a number of other 

difficulties, eventually led to the elimination of food 

security reserve stocks in most countries. Interest in 

establishing strategic grain reserves was revived fol-

lowing the liberalization of cereals markets under the 

structural adjustment programs of the 1990s. Govern-

ments attempted to insure against the failure of the 

private sector during this period, but their efforts were 

plagued by mismanagement, corruption, damaged 

donor relations, and erroneous estimates of consump-

tion as they tried to manage these reserves.

IFPRI, in collaboration with the EC and PIM, is examin-

ing how countries can establish grain reserves with 

attention to determining institutional design, identi-

fying appropriate stock levels, and integrating social 

protection initiatives.
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Improving the Effectiveness of Policies and Strategic 

Investments in Fertilizer Supply Chains

Project Duration: 2014–2016

This EC-supported program targets two groups 

affected by inefficiencies in fertilizer markets: (1) poor 

and food-insecure rural populations in developing 

countries in Africa south of the Sahara who currently 

lack access to input markets or use suboptimal levels 

of inputs due to market failures at the global, regional, 

and country level; and (2) the wider populations and 

market participants in developing countries affected by 

market distortions in input markets.

With support from PIM, this study ultimately aims 

to generate research that promotes fertilizer use by 

uncovering supply-side constraints—particularly market 

power exertion of fertilizer producers that could be 

affecting final input prices paid by smallholders in low-

income countries.

This research also aims to improve the efficiency of 

fertilizer markets and to remove market distortions 

at both the global and local levels. The study will 

initially, for cross-country and cross-regional learning 

purposes, focus on two key countries in Africa and 

two countries in Latin America but could eventually 

be extended to other countries in Africa south of the 

Sahara.

CGIAR Research Program on Agriculture for Nutrition 

and Health (A4NH)

A4NH is built on the premise that agriculture can con-

tribute more toward improving nutrition and health. 

A4NH’s research is designed to support agricultural 

researchers, value-chain actors, program implement-

ers, and policy makers in reshaping their actions to 

better contribute to nutrition and health outcomes. 

The program also aims to enhance synergies between 

agriculture and the nutrition and health sectors to 

maximize the benefits and minimize the risks of 

agricultural actions on human nutrition and health. 

For example, the biofortified staple crops developed 

by HarvestPlus will deliver the three most important 

micronutrients—vitamin A, iron, and zinc—to mil-

lions of poor households in Africa and Asia. A4NH 

helps accelerate progress in improving diet quality, 

reducing exposure to agriculture-associated diseases, 

empowering women and poor communities, and gen-

erating better cross-sectoral policies, programs, and 

investments.

For more information, see www.a4nh.cgiar.org.

CGIAR Research Program on Policies, Institutions, and 

Markets (PIM)

PIM’s impact-oriented research provides support for 

sound policies, robust institutions, and well-functioning 

markets to help poor farmers, both men and women, 

improve their lives, produce nutritious and affordable 

foods, and protect the soil, water, and biodiversity in 

rural landscapes. PIM is a global program, with empha-

sis on Africa south of the Sahara, Bangladesh, India, 

and selected countries in East Asia, Southeast Asia, and 

Latin America. It brings together the 15 CGIAR research 

centers and many international, regional, and national 

partners. PIM’s areas of emphasis include: technological 

innovation and sustainable intensification; economy-

wide factors affecting agricultural growth and rural 

transformation; inclusive and efficient value chains; 

social protection strategies and programs; governance 

of natural resources; and cross-cutting gender research 

and coordination.

For more information, see www.pim.cgiar.org.

Looking Forward
Hunger and malnutrition are persistent problems 

that demand multifaceted solutions. By serving as a 

trusted voice on food policy issues, and through its role 

as the lead center for the CGIAR Research Programs 

on Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH) and 
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Policies, Institutions, and Markets (PIM), IFPRI is help-

ing to transform the prevailing knowledge around 

food and nutrition security, from national-level policy 

decisions to locally sourced implementation choices. 

IFPRI’s rigorous and pragmatic approach to food policy 

research will prove more valuable than ever in sup-

porting country-led policy development, donor invest-

ments, and development practitioner approaches that 

tackle the challenges of a growing population, an 

unpredictable climate, and increasingly scarce resources, 

among others.

As the world looks toward the Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals, the partnership between IFPRI and the 

European Commission will continue to support the 

cutting-edge research and development of measur-

able targets that increase agricultural productivity and 

tackle the root causes of hunger and poverty.
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