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UN Progress: 2016 Nutrition for Growth Tracking Table 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2014–2015 2016 assessment 

1. Strengthen FAO’s its approach to enhancing nutrition in all 
aspects of its work, including strengthening nutrition-specific 
activities and emphasizing nutrition-sensitive approaches in 
agriculture, fisheries, forestry, and natural resources.  

1. In direct follow-up to the Second International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2), nutrition 
has been included as a cross-cutting theme within the reviewed Medium Term Plan 2014–
17, under Objective 6 on Technical Quality, Knowledge and Services. The quality and 
coherence of FAO’s work on nutrition is ensured through a new Outcome (6.5), providing 
indicators and resources for overall technical leadership of FAO’s work on nutrition to 
deliver technical support to members, through a corporate approach for mainstreaming 
nutrition across the Strategic Objectives. The Nutrition Division is now renamed Nutrition 
and Food Systems Division. In line with this, FAO has expanded its nutrition work to focus 
on food systems addressing nutrition. Additionally, FAO is providing technical support to 
countries to create environments that support healthy diets. 
 

On course 
 
Basis for assessment: 
Reported progress 
corresponds well to the 
commitments made. 

2. Locate additional staff resources outside headquarters to be 
better able to respond to country needs.  

2. In the areas of staff and resources, FAO has expanded the professional posts in the new 
Nutrition and Food Systems Division from 15 to 27. FAO has added professionals with 
expertise in food value chains, agribusiness and food waste and losses in addressing food 
systems. FAO now has nutrition officers in all regions and is gradually increasing nutrition 
officer presence at country level. 
 

3. From 2014 onward, monitor and report nutrition-related 
outcomes and targets against FAO’s new strategic-level objective: 
Contribute to the eradication of hunger, food insecurity, and 
malnutrition. FAO commits to approve provisional targets to 
monitor achievement of this objective, including the percentage 
of countries with medium-to-high or high stunting prevalence (16 
in Africa) that have improved their evidence-based process to 
formulate, implement, monitor, and evaluate policies and 
programs, increasing to 50% by 2015 and 100% by 2017.  
 

3. FAO is supporting countries to include the Minimum Women’s Dietary Diversity indicator 
in their national food consumption surveys, as a way to monitor diet quality. FAO continues 
to monitor undernourishment prevalence globally. FAO has introduced the Food Insecurity 
Experience Scale as another way to monitor hunger. This is being considered as one of the 
indicators for the Agenda 2030 Goal 2 in addition to the Prevalence of Undernourishment 

4. Improve the measurement of food insecurity, hunger, and 
malnutrition, including through broadening the basis of 
measurement to include other dimensions of malnutrition.  

4. The points mentioned under point 3 apply. In addition, FAO with the World Health 
Organization (WHO) is developing a Global data base on Individual Food Consumption 
(FAO/WHO GIFT Tool). This work is currently ongoing. When completed, it will provide a 
publicly available database hosted by FAO as a source of data for the assessment of dietary 
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intake, environmental impact assessment of food consumption, and the assessment of 
dietary exposure to food chemicals. 
 

5. Continue to support countries in adopting evidence-based 
nutrition programs, sharing experiences, and consensus building 
through the process leading up to and beyond the Second 
International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2) in 2014.  
 
6. Mobilize the UN System, through the UN System High-Level 
Task Force on Global Food Security, to meet the goals of the UN 
Secretary-General’s Zero-Hunger Challenge (ZHC) announced at 
the Rio summit last year. 

5 and 6. Several activities in support of the ICN2 outcomes have been implemented in 2015 
and are being intensified, with a particular focus of the following areas:  FAO has been an 
active member of the High Level Task Force on the Zero Hunger Challenge. Effective 
January 1, 2016, FAO will be hosting the UN Standing Committee on Nutrition. Working 
together with the other UN agencies with a mandate for nutrition, UNSCN is putting in 
place strategy for collaboration among UN agencies to address global nutrition issues. 
Following the 2nd International Conference on Nutrition, the Committee on World Food 
Security has now taken on nutrition as a major work stream and will work with countries to 
monitor commitments made at ICN2. 
 

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2014-2015 2016 assessment 

1. Introduce specific nutrition-sensitive designs in approximately 
20% of all new IFAD-funded projects.  

1. The primary metrics of progress against N4G commitments are the percentages of 
projects that are nutrition-sensitive in design (that is, have explicit nutrition goals, 
activities, and indicators), and strategies (COSOPs) that include a nutrition situation 
assessment and specify how/whether the strategic objective relates to improving nutrition. 
The Canadian supplementary fund has approximately the same time period as IFAD9 
(2013–2015).  
 

On course 
 

Basis for assessment: 
Appears to have met stated 
percentage goals for both 
nutrition-sensitive projects 
and COSOPs. 

2. Integrate nutrition-sensitive analysis, indicators, and activities 
into approximately 30% of all new results based on country 
strategic opportunities programs (COSOPs).  

2. Nutrition-sensitive COSOPs: 75% in 2015. 
Explanation: The IFAD N4G commitment targets made in London (June 2013) were put 
forward as corporate commitment to mainstreaming nutrition-sensitive agriculture (they 
were in fact based on the commitments made to Canada that year, see below).  
During 2014, IFAD’s tenth replenishment (or IFAD10) target commitments to 
mainstreaming nutrition were increased for both Projects and Strategies (from 20% and 
30% to 33% and 100%, respectively). 
 
Goal for Canada Grant (2013–2015):  20% of projects and 30% of strategies are nutrition-
sensitive by the end of 2015. 
 
Commitment IFAD10 (2016–2018):  3% of Projects, and 100% of Strategies are nutrition-
sensitive by the end of 2018. 
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Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2014–2015 2016 assessment 

The Emergency Relief Coordinator will work with 
colleagues to ensure that the work of the humanitarian 
community supports the implementation of the 
commitments made today as part of the Global N4G 
Compact. Specifically, the coordinators will make sure that 
nutrition is sufficiently prioritized in humanitarian 
emergencies and that the work of humanitarian and 
development agencies on nutrition is more closely aligned. 
In order to do this, the coordinator will commit to 
highlighting the importance of nutrition for growth with 
governments, partners, and donors and will ensure the 
following: 
 

No response No response 

1. All humanitarian appeals contain an analysis of nutrition 
needs and priorities. 
 

 

2. Nutrition is adequately considered and prioritized in the 
allocation of humanitarian funding. 
 

 

3. All Humanitarian Coordinators (HCs) are fully informed 
of the importance of nutrition and how to support it. 
 

 

4. Emergency nutrition programs are linked to national and 
development efforts. 

 

UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund) 

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2014–2015 2016 assessment 

1. Expand support to countries that are formulating 
national policies, building capacity, and implementing and 
monitoring programs with the goal of reducing stunting 
and other forms of undernutrition.  

1. UNICEF continues to support more than 70 countries in the development and 
implementation of policy and programs to address stunting and other forms of 
malnutrition. Strategic technical support was provided to high-burden countries and 
regions in both emergency (e.g., Yemen, Syria, South Sudan) and development 
settings (e.g., Tanzania, Zambia) through updated guidance, supplies, and 
knowledge exchange. Technical assistance is also provided to enhance equity-

On course 
 
Basis for assessment: 
Has reported specific progress on all 
commitments made. 
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focused monitoring to improve program performance in countries such as Malawi, 
Afghanistan, Tanzania, and Nigeria. In November 2015, UNICEF organized a global 
meeting on complementary feeding, "First Foods" to build awareness, provide 
technical recommendations, and share lessons learned in programing. 
 

2. Promote synergies between nutrition-specific and 
nutrition-sensitive programming.  

2. UNICEF has disseminated new guidance for its field offices on nutrition 
programming, including on how to create better linkage with WASH, health, and 
other areas of programming. In several countries (e.g. Rwanda, Ethiopia, Burundi) 
UNICEF is working with partners to integrate agriculture and social protection 
interventions into nutrition programming at scale. 
 

3. Through A Promise Renewed (APR), a global effort to 
reduce child deaths, UNICEF will call on national policy 
makers to incorporate a nutrition-sensitive focus within 
their strategies, and nutrition outcomes will be monitored 
through country scorecards.  

3. In September 2015, the APR progress report was launched. This continues to 
incorporate nutrition in a significant manner, including exclusive breastfeeding and 
vitamin A supplementation. APR continues to advocate for a multisectoral response 
to reduce child deaths, integrating both nutrition-specific and nutrition-sensitive 
strategies. The importance of nutrition in the context of child survival is also given 
more emphasis in national plans. www.apromiserenewed.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/01/APR-Report-2015-e-version.pdf 
 

4. Over the next 5 years, UNICEF will work with 
government partners to include essential nutrition services 
in all health intervention packages delivered through Child 
Health Day (CHD) events.  

4. UNICEF continues to improve the delivery of nutrition services (vitamin A, 
deworming, and in some countries infant and young child feeding counseling and 
micronutrient powders). In 2015, the focus was on improving program performance 
of CHD to ensure coverage of the most vulnerable, especially in the context of 13 
African countries south of the Sahara. 
 

5. Over the next 5 years, UNICEF will integrate an explicit 
nutrition focus within the community-based water, 
sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) programs, using stunting 
as an indicator of major programs’ effectiveness and 
advocating for others to do the same.  

5. UNICEF has developed joint nutrition-WASH guidance (with WHO and USAID) on 
"improving nutrition outcomes with better water, sanitation and hygiene" and 
supported advocacy around World Toilet Day. Several regional office are supporting 
countries to plan more convergent programs (e.g., India, DRC). 
 

 
6. UNICEF will scale up support to children with severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM).  

 
6. The number of countries with SAM programs has increased, and UNICEF supports 
more than 75 countries in this area of work. Also, the coverage of SAM continues to 
expand, although the rate of expansion has slowed, and in 2015 treatment of about 
3 million cases was supported by UNICEF. In several countries, innovative strategies 
are being used to plan and monitor SAM programs, such as using mobile technology 
to quickly identify and address bottlenecks (as in Tanzania). New joint guidance on 
SAM programming has also been disseminated. 
 

http://www.apromiserenewed.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/APR-Report-2015-e-version.pdf
http://www.apromiserenewed.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/APR-Report-2015-e-version.pdf
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7. UNICEF will demonstrate leadership in areas such as 
breastfeeding promotion and infant and young child 
feeding.  

7. The global breastfeeding advocacy strategy, co-lead with WHO, has grown and 
had 17 partners at the end of 2015. This initiative supported World Breastfeeding 
Week and advocacy during the Sustainable Development Goal process. 
 

8. UNICEF will employ innovative methodologies to 
strengthen real-time monitoring in more than 20 
countries. Experience in Rwanda, Uganda, Malawi, and 
Nigeria using SMS (texting) technology to improve program 
management will be expanded. Over the next 3 years, 
UNICEF will support the implementation of Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) in about 50 countries.  

8. Efforts to strengthen real-time monitoring and nutrition information systems are 
ongoing, with the development of specific working groups that will focus on 
supporting countries (e.g., Nigeria) with technical assistance, guidance, and sharing 
of lessons learned. Training on decentralized monitoring was conducted in June 
2015 for the regional and country office staff to build organization capacity. UNICEF 
is also in the process of updating its Programming Guidance. UNICEF continues to 
support the implementation of MICS in more than 50 countries, with more than 58 
surveys implemented/in progress/planned since 2013. 
 

9. Analysis of the work of the 4 main UN agencies active in 
nutrition has allowed strengthened coordination in Scaling 
Up Nutrition (SUN) countries. The United Nations’ 
Renewed Efforts Against Child Hunger and Undernutrition 
(REACH), which is operational in 13 SUN countries, plans to 
expand to 2 additional countries. Further expansion will be 
explored.  

9. UNICEF continues to play a major role in the UN Network, SUN, and REACH at 
global, regional, and country levels. UNICEF participated in the UN Network for SUN 
Interagency workshop on Nutrition Capacity Assessment and UN Network Meeting, 
and also continues to contribute to developing the Compendium of Nutrition 
Actions. UNICEF continues to support and chair many of the UN Networks for 
Nutrition at country level (21 out of the 25 countries that have submitted data so 
far). 
 

UN Network 

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2014–2015 2016 assessment 

The heads of the following UN agencies commit to joint 
engagement and support in achieving the goals of the SUN 
Movement: FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva, 
WHO Director-General Margaret Chan, IFAD President 
Kanayo Nwanze, UNICEF Executive Director Anthony Lake, 
and World Food Programme Executive Director Earthrin 
Cousin. Later this year, the UN Network for SUN will 
formally launch with a goal of providing the platform for 
improved and effective interagency cooperation. 
  
  
  

1. Update on the UN Network and REACH strategy development: The UN 
Network/REACH Secretariat has initiated a consultative process of developing the 
UN Network and REACH 2.0 strategy 2016–2020. This strategy will address the 
recommendations that came from the REACH independent evaluation as part of the 
SUN strategy 2.0 and the Roadmap development process (expected to be completed 
in April 2016). 
 

On course 
 
Basis for assessment: 
Formation and start-up activities clearly 
show they are on track with joint 
engagement and launching of the network. 

2. Update on the UN Network and recommended actions (inventory, dashboard, 
agenda), also including expansion to other agencies on the ground: The UN Network 
for SUN is being formally established in SUN countries with a nominated chair and 
nutrition focal points. The UN Networks at country level have started an inventory 
of the UN actions for nutrition which provides a comprehensive overview of the 
nutrition actions by UN agencies in support of national nutrition efforts. The 
inventory is a key input into the development of UN nutrition strategy, common 
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advocacy, and resource mobilization strategy and UN joint programming. By end 
December 2015, the UN Network had started the inventory exercise in 7 countries. 

The UN Network Secretariat is also finalizing the development of the UN nutrition 
dashboard which will help monitor the performance of the UN Networks at country 
level. Aggregated information from the annual reporting exercise by the UN 
Network through the dashboard will be used for annual reporting in the Global 
Nutrition Report and SUN progress report. 

3. Update on UN Network/REACH on the ground in support of SUN processes, 
highlighting particular country successes (e.g., stakeholder and action mapping, 
Burkina Faso, Senegal, Niger, Uganda, Laos; Rwanda information systems; Nepal 
portal; Tanzania scorecard; national and subnational nutrition planning in Uganda, 
Ghana, Tanzania; establishing SUN networks; national nutrition forum): The UN 
Network for SUN with support from REACH has continued to support countries in 
SUN processes. Particular emphasis has been given to stakeholder and action 
mapping that has been conducted in Burkina Faso, Senegal, Niger, Uganda, and 
Laos. Support has also been provided to nutrition information systems, for example 
with the nutrition portal in Nepal, the nutrition scorecard in Tanzania, and the web-
based multisectoral national nutrition dashboard in Rwanda. The UN Network has 
also contributed to the establishment and functioning of the other SUN networks 
including the civil society networks in Bangladesh, Ghana, Nepal, Rwanda, 
Mozambique, Chad, and Burundi, the business networks in Cameroon and Kenya, 
and the academic networks in Nepal, Chad, and Burundi. 
 
4. Update on the regional UN Network meeting in Bangkok and outcomes: The UN 
Regional Nutrition Meeting Asia and the Pacific entitled “Strengthening UN Joint 
Country Support for Improved Nutrition Programming” took place in Bangkok, 
Thailand, June 29–30, 2015, organized by the UNSCN Secretariat and the UN 
Network for SUN Secretariat, in close collaboration with FAO, WFP, WHO, UNICEF, 
and IFAD; and funded by the German government. The meeting brought together 
112 participants, including 60 staff from UN regional and country teams working on 
nutrition from 9 UN agencies and bodies working in 15 countries in the Asia and the 
Pacific region; 18 national government representatives from 12 countries of which 
most are SUN countries; donor representatives from Germany, EU Delegation, 
USAID, and World Bank; and representatives from civil society organizations; and 
global partners including UN Headquarters and SUN Movement Secretariat. The 
meeting aimed at strengthening the joint support provided by UN agencies to 
countries for improved nutrition policies and programming, including nutrition-
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sensitive development and nutrition-specific actions. Specifically, building a 
common understanding among UN country team members about the UN nutrition 
priorities, based on the outcomes of ICN2, and the new directions of the SUN 
Movement were focused on. The meeting provided better guidance to UN country 
teams on ways to strengthen their joint support to national governments for 
improved nutrition programming. This happened through providing a forum for 
sharing experiences and lessons learned from UN joint programming in support of 
national priorities with view to maximizing impact on nutrition. UN country team 
support on the follow up actions of national governments on the commitments and 
recommendations of ICN2 in line with national priorities in the nutrition plans and 
strategies were discussed; as well as the need for better guidance to UN country 
teams on how to engage other sectors and actors from the wider UN family in 
scaling up nutrition at country level, including ensuring that sectoral plans 
effectively build-in nutrition outcomes from the onset. The meeting identified 
concrete outcomes and next steps for the UN agencies and the UN Network which 
can be found in the workshop report. 
 
5. Update on the UN Network meeting at the SUN Global Gathering: Over  100 UN 
colleagues (including from UNICEF, FAO, WHO, IFAD, WFP, IAEA and REACH, among 
others) from 48 countries gathered for a UN Network for SUN meeting held on 
October 20, as part of the SUN Global Gathering in Milan. The SUN Global Gathering 
session brought together colleagues from UN Networks across regions where the 
SUN Movement is active, for the first time. The meeting highlighted the 
complementarities of UN nutrition support provided by the member agencies, 
drawing on the experience of the recent UN Nutrition Inventory undertaken in 
Burkina Faso. It also enabled agencies to share perspectives on how to strengthen 
the UN’s contribution to achieving the SUN 2.0 strategy, sharing the good practice of 
the UN country team’s experience in Mozambique. The UN Network session 
provided an opportunity to showcase the emerging work on the UN Network for the 
SUN Dashboard piloted in Ghana, which measures the performance of the UN 
Network at the country level in an effort to foster accountability for the UN’s 
contribution to the greater SUN Movement. Participants also explored the role of 
REACH in supporting countries with SUN processes and the linkages between the UN 
nutrition cluster and the UN Network/REACH. 
 
6. Harmonization of UN work on Capacity Development for Nutrition: In support of 
national efforts to identify nutrition-related capacity needs and gaps, UN agencies 
have developed and promoted assessment tools and methodologies that serve to 
support governments to assess nutrition capacities.  While varying in objectives and 
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scope, the assessments have significant similarities in their focus and methodology, 
at times complementing each other, but also in certain instances duplicating efforts 
at country level. In the spirit of the UN Network for SUN’s commitment to improve 
efficiency and effectiveness of capacity building for nutrition, the main UN agencies 
working on nutrition committed to explore a more harmonized approach to assess 
and strengthen nutrition capacity by organizing an interagency workshop on 
November 3-5, 2015, at the UN Network for SUN Secretariat in Rome. 
Representatives from FAO, UNICEF, WFP, WHO, and the UN Network for 
SUN/REACH Secretariat attended the working session. The main objectives of the 
sessions were to harmonize the UN Network for SUN capacity assessment 
approaches and maximize interagency coordination of capacity development 
processes and support. As a result of the workshop, the UN is now developing a 
framework for capacity development for nutrition (CDN) to ensure that the UN has a 
coordinated approach to supporting national governments on nutrition. This will be 
accompanied by a guidance package for nutrition capacity assessment. The 
framework and guidance package is expected to be available to countries in 
February 2016. 
 
7. Update on the Compendium for Actions in Nutrition: The UN Network Secretariat 
is finalizing its work on the Compendium of Actions for Nutrition (CAN), which will 
provide a summary of the universe of nutrition actions. This comprehensive 
overview includes an expert review of the evidence-base on nutrition (specific and 
sensitive) actions. CAN materials should be available by February 2016. 
 
8. UN Global Nutrition Agenda (UNGNA): In June 2015, the UNGNA (v. 1.0) was 
released by the United Nations Standing Committee on Nutrition (UNSCN). The 
UNGNA provides a broad framework for aligning UN agencies in support of global 
and national nutrition goals. The UNGNA aims to strengthen collaborative action 
toward the goal of ending malnutrition in all its forms in our lifetime and highlights 
the 10 core principles that underlie the UN’s interagency work on nutrition. The 
UNGNA is available on the UNSCN and UN Network for SUN websites in English, 
French, and Spanish. 
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World Food Programme (WFP) 

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2014–2015 2016 assessment 

1. Maternal nutrition and adolescent girls: Launch a 
partnership with the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
to improve the nutritional status of adolescent girls and 
women, particularly during the first 450 days (from the start 
of pregnancy through a child’s first six months of age).  
 

1. At a global level, it was decided that UNFPA will join the UN Network 
for SUN Movement, starting with the steering committee. A capacity 
building initiative for WFP’s Heads of Program focused on a systems 
approach to nutrition is reinforcing the importance of addressing the 
health and well-being of adolescent girls, with UNFPA and UNICEF. So far 
20 country offices have attended the training. Since funding has not 
been forthcoming for the partnership, the potential for existing 
programs to be leveraged as platforms for comprehensive maternal 
nutrition and adolescent girls programming are being examined (e.g., 
Zambia, Niger, and Tanzania). 
 

On course 
 
Basis for assessment: 
Making good progress in all areas. 

2. Nutrition Resource Center: Use WFP’s Centre of Excellence 
against Hunger to support the commitment by the 
Government of Brazil to the creation and facilitation of a 
Nutrition Resource Hub, as a model of South–South 
cooperation.  

2.The WFP Centre of Excellence initiated a Nutrition-Dialogue project 
between Brazil and Africa with the support of the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, for which the following activities were carried out in 2015: 
 
The WFP Centre of Excellence facilitated the visit of a high-level 
delegation from Ethiopia, including representatives from the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Water, Irrigation and Energy, 
among others, who engaged in nutrition policy dialogues with members 
of the Brazilian government on multisectoral coordination, as well as 
field visits to various nutrition-specific and sensitive programming sites 
(milk banks, nutrition-surveillance, complementary feeding, etc.). 
 
The Centre facilitated the visits of multisectoral delegations from Ghana 
and Liberia to attend the 2015 Brazil National Conference on Food and 
Nutrition Security, accompanied by a nutrition seminar at the Brazil 
Ministry of Health, where they heard experiences from Brazil and 
Mexico on successes and challenges in preventing stunting and 
combating overweight. The delegations also participated in field visits to 
observe nutrition-specific and sensitive program implementation. 
 

3. SUN Business Network: On behalf of the SUN Business 
Network platform (co-chaired with the Global Alliance for 
Improved Nutrition [GAIN]), WFP will announce the launch of 
the Business Innovation Program, which will strengthen the 

3. Please refer to GAIN’s response on its joint commitments for further 
details on progress on the SUN Business Network. 
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network by involving leaders from the public and private 
sectors to support the commitments of the Global N4G 
Compact.  
 
4. Nutrition-specific activities: Continue to improve nutrition-
specific activities to prevent stunting, prevent acute 
malnutrition, treat moderate acute malnutrition, and address 
micronutrient deficiencies by working with governments and 
partners to ensure that beneficiaries are reached with the 
right food at the right time. WFP will contribute to 
strengthening the evidence base for improved maternal and 
child nutrition.  

4. WFP in partnership with key research institutes and UNICEF 
developed a tool to strengthen nutrition situation analysis and decision 
making, called the "Fill the Nutrient Gap" tool. This tool aims build the 
evidence base available to countries relating to the nature of nutrient 
gaps, and to support identification of strategies to help overcome 
barriers to adequate nutrient intake, particularly through nutrition-
specific complementary feeding strategies for children 6–23 months, as 
well as strategies for other vulnerable groups, including adolescent girls 
and pregnant and lactating women. In 2015 pilot testing of this tool 
began in El Salvador, Ghana, and Madagascar. WFP continues to 
collaborate with private sector partners, academic partners and research 
institutions to (i) support operational research in nutrition and 
development of specialized food to meet the nutrients needs of specific 
target groups, including pregnant and lactating women and children 
under 5; and (ii) build evidence toward supporting good health and 
nutrition for vulnerable groups, such as adolescent girls. 
 

5. Nutrition-sensitive activities: WFP will continue to assess 
programs such as general food distribution, school feeding, 
purchase for progress (P4P), social protection, and resilience 
building through a nutrition lens so that they contribute fully 
to achieving nutrition outcomes.  

5. WFP is continuing to build nutrition components into its 
programmatic areas that are relevant for nutrition. These include its 
cash-based programming, where WFP has combined transfers with 
special nutritious foods and/or nutrition education to achieve a stronger 
impact on preventing undernutrition (while also incorporating 
operational research to strengthen evidence and learning on this 
approach), as well as support to governments to incorporate nutrition 
components in their national social protection programs. In addition to 
these examples, which utilize nutrition-sensitive platforms to expand 
delivery of nutrition-specific interventions, WFP is also continuing to 
utilize value-chain approaches to strengthen nutrition-sensitive 
programming. Purchase for Progress (P4P), for example, has worked to 
introduce biofortified crops into local agriculture, focus on women's 
empowerment, and link smallholders producing nutritious foods with 
schools to enhance the nutritional value school meals. 
 
While much of this potentially nutrition-sensitive programming has 
taken place on an ad hoc basis, WFP has now formed an inter-division 
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nutrition-sensitive working group at headquarters-level that is now 
working to develop corporate guidance on how to incorporate nutrition 
across its programmatic areas in a more systematic way, including by 
identifying nutrition objectives at the design stage and nutrition-
sensitive indicators to measure progress. 
 
WFP is also working to improve its ability to work within partnerships 
and national multisectoral systems for nutrition-sensitive programming, 
including through the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement. 
 

World Health Organization (WHO) 

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2014–2015 2016 assessment 

1. Committed to support countries as they formulate good public health 
policies, particularly with reference to the promotion and protection of 
breastfeeding and adequate complementary feeding, and to strengthen 
monitoring systems for nutrition in countries.  

1. (i) The Network on Code Monitoring (NetCode) developed a joint 
assessment protocol (with UNICEF, IBFAN, HKI, SCF) that is now being 
tested in 6 countries.  
 
(ii) WHO has supported nutrition surveys in 8 countries:  Mali (SMART 
nutrition survey), Rwanda (survey on maternal and under-5 nutrition), 
Sierra Leone and Zimbabwe (national micronutrient surveys); Zambia 
(baseline nutrition survey), Zimbabwe (national Nutrition, Food 
Consumption and Dietary Pattern survey); Senegal and Sierra Leone 
(SMART nutrition surveys). 
 

On course 
 
Basis for assessment: Credible 
progress has been reported on all 
three commitments. 

2. Specifically, the organization is working on further expansion of the 
guidance on chronic undernutrition and maternal nutrition.  

2. WHO has (i) convened the guideline development group in charge of 
the nutrition component of routine antenatal care. Antenatal care 
guidelines include : antenatal dietary advice and supplementation for 
increased energy and protein intake; Daily oral iron supplementation; 
Intermittent oral iron supplementation; multiple-micronutrient 
supplementation; calcium supplementation; folate supplementation peri-
conceptionally; maternal iodine supplements in areas of deficiency; 
pyridoxine (vitamin B6) supplementation in pregnancy; vitamin A 
supplementation; vitamin C supplementation; vitamin D 
supplementation; vitamin E supplementation; zinc supplementation. 
 
(ii) finalized the guidelines on daily iron supplementation in non-pregnant 
adult women. 
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(iii) expanded the WHO nutrition evidence/guideline dissemination 
portal, that now  includes now 100 titles. Over 1.5 million visitors have 
accessed the site since its launch. (iv) completed the eLENA mobile phone 
application and all titles, including summaries of the systematic reviews 
can be accessed through this system. 
(http://www.who.int/elena/eLENAmobile/en/) 
 

3. WHO will also complete development of a monitoring framework and 
will produce a report on the achievement of global targets in 2014. 

3. (i) The Global Monitoring Framework has been approved by the World 
Health Assembly (WHA) in May 2015. WHO is developing implementation 
manuals with the support of the joint WHO/UNICEF Technical Expert 
Advisory Group on Nutrition Monitoring. 
 
(ii) WHO has updated the tracking tool for assessing progress in the 
achievement of WHA targets and is disseminating it to countries, in 
collaboration with the SUN Movement Secretariat. 
 

 

http://www.who.int/elena/eLENAmobile/en/

