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Working Together to Ensure 
Food and Nutrition Security

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE

IFPRI and FAO partnership



Celebrating the IFPRI-FAO Partnership
For four decades, the rich partnership between the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO) and the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) has generated cutting-edge 

technical knowledge and enhanced expertise in support of food security and improved nutrition for 

all, and for making agriculture and food systems more inclusive, productive, resilient, and sustainable. 

Driven by these shared goals, FAO and IFPRI have contributed to a strong evidence base to strengthen 

the capacity of policy makers in making sound policy decisions. Our work helped create important 

information resources and networks for food security, strengthen the focus on gender in agriculture, 

spur strategic public investment in agriculture, promote productive and sustainable rural development, 

and advocate for enhancing the positive impact of agriculture and food systems on nutrition. This 

brochure presents highlights and successes of the partnership between FAO and IFPRI.

In 2015, FAO and IFPRI signed an updated memorandum of understanding, committing to 

strengthening the partnership to achieve strong and sustainable agriculture, food security and 

improved nutrition, and poverty reduction. We look forward to deeper engagements in the years to 

come in our mutual quest to assure a world free of hunger and malnutrition.

Shenggen Fan

Director General, IFPRI

José Graziano da Silva

Director-General, FAO
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Evidence-based Analysis of Key 
Issues in Food and Agriculture

One of the earliest and long-standing collaborations 

between FAO and IFPRI is centered on FAO’s respected 

flagship publication, The State of Food and Agricul-

ture (SOFA). SOFA has played a vital role in presenting 

science-based assessments of key agriculture issues. 

IFPRI contributed data, papers, reviews, and technical 

expertise to several editions. In 2010, IFPRI provided 

papers and technical expertise on gender and agricul-

ture to support the 2010–11 SOFA: Women in Agricul-

ture: Closing the Gender Gap for Development (more 

information in the section on gender). The following 

year, for the 2012 SOFA: Investing in Agriculture for a 

Better Future, FAO and IFPRI shared data and knowl-

edge on public expenditures to show that investing in 

agriculture is one of the most effective strategies for 

reducing poverty and food insecurity (more informa-

tion in the section on public investment). The recently 

released 2015 SOFA: Social Protection and Agriculture: 

Breaking the Cycle of Rural Poverty drew from two 

reviews contributed by the IFPRI-led CGIAR Research 

Program on Policies, Institutions, and Markets (PIM). 

The 2015 SOFA made the case that social protection 

programs, when combined with agricultural and 

rural development measures, can be very effective in 

reducing poverty. In 2016, FAO’s SOFA will focus on 

the impact of climate change on agriculture—IFPRI 

contributed two background papers and participated 

in the publication’s technical review.

Bridging the Information Gap

To support its member countries in their efforts to 

become food secure, FAO has been working with IFPRI 

in designing accessible tools built on accurate data and 

sound analyses to foster evidence-based formulation 

and evaluation of policies and actions.

Established at the request of the G20 Agriculture 

Ministers in 2011, the Agricultural Market Information 

System (AMIS) is an interagency platform that encour-

ages major players in agrifood markets to share data, 

best practices, and methodologies across the primary 

producing, consuming, and exporting countries for 

four important crops: maize, rice, soybeans, and wheat. 

Its secretariat is housed at FAO and is formed by the 

following international organizations: FAO, Group on 

Earth Observations Global Agricultural Monitoring 

Initiative, IFPRI, International Fund for Agricultural 

Development, International Grains Council, Organisa-

tion for Economic Co-operation and Development, 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 

United Nations High-level Task Force on the Food Secu-

rity Crisis, World Bank, World Food Programme (WFP), 

and World Trade Organization. IFPRI’s most substantive 

WORKING TOGETHER ON NUTRITION
FAO and IFPRI have worked together in supporting important 

international conferences. In 2014, FAO and the World Health 

Organization organized the Second International Conference 

on Nutrition (ICN2)—a high-level intergovernmental meeting 

that focused global attention on addressing malnutrition in 

all its forms. At the ICN2, IFPRI, through the CGIAR Research 

Program on Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH) and 

with support from FAO, Nigeria, the Global Panel on Agricul-

ture and Food Systems for Nutrition, the African Union, and 

the European Union, hosted a side event titled “Enhancing 

the Impact of Agricultural and Food Policies on Nutrition”’ to 

promote collaboration on integrating nutrition into agricultural 

and food policies. During this side event, the first-ever Global 

Nutrition Report was launched and the 2014 estimates of the 

Global Hunger Index were presented.

Following ICN2, FAO and IFPRI signed a new memorandum of 

understanding reaffirming their partnership in the fight against 

hunger and malnutrition. Joint action will be guided by the 

outcome documents of ICN2, the Rome Declaration on Nutri-

tion and Framework for Action, the United Nations Decade 

of Action on Nutrition (2016–2025) and the IFPRI-led Com-

pact2025 initiative.
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contribution to AMIS is the Excessive Food Price Vari-

ability Early Warning System, one of AMIS’s early 

warning systems, that gives policy makers daily visual 

alerts when world markets are experiencing excessive 

food price fluctuations. With real-time data, policy 

makers can pursue rapid, evidence-based, country-level 

responses to food price spikes.

IFPRI’s work on measuring and monitoring hunger 

through the Global Hunger Index (GHI), published 

annually in a thematic report that highlights successes 

and failures in hunger reduction and provides insights 

into the drivers of hunger, is largely based on FAO’s 

indicator on the Prevalence of Undernourishment. 

Recently, FAO and IFPRI discussed the possibility of also 

including FAO’s indicator on the Prevalence of Food 

Insecurity, computed using the Food Insecurity Experi-

ence Scale, as one of the components of an improved 

version of the GHI.

At the 2010 Stakeholder Symposium organized by 

the European Commission, an informal committee, 

comprised of FAO, IFPRI, and WFP, was established to 

prepare a roadmap for the Food Security Information 

Network (FSIN). Launched in 2012, FSIN created a global 

community of practice that shares standards, methods, 

tools, knowledge, news, and capacity-development 

opportunities while promoting consultations among 

government institutions, development partners, and 

food and nutrition security professionals. Today, FSIN 

has more than 1,000 members from nearly 100 coun-

tries who share their expertise and knowledge in food 

and nutrition security, information, and analysis. FSIN 

and AMIS, along with other networks and resources, 

helped inform the action plans of the G20 in France 

(2011), Mexico (2012), and Australia (2014).

In 2015, the G20 Agriculture Ministers, as part of their 

commitment to curtail unacceptable amounts of food 

loss and waste, invited FAO together with IFPRI to set 

up the Technical Platform on Food Loss and Waste. 

Launched in December 2015 with support from the 

IFPRI-led CGIAR Research Program on Policies, Institu-

tions, and Markets (PIM), this platform was designed to 

share information and experiences in measuring and 

reducing food loss while raising awareness and increas-

ing coordination between developed and developing 

countries.

Addressing Gender Inequalities 
through Agricultural Policies

Traditionally, agricultural development and research 

tended to ignore gender, which contributed to the 

marginalization of women and missed opportunities 

to reduce poverty. Recognizing IFPRI’s leadership on 

gender and agriculture, FAO called on IFPRI in the late 

2000s to collaborate on projects tackling gender issues 

and their effects on agricultural development.

In 2009, FAO asked IFPRI to contribute to FAO’s 2010–11 

SOFA: Women in Agriculture: Closing the Gender Gap 

for Development, which enriched the evidence on the 

importance of women in agriculture. IFPRI provided 

TOWARD NUTRITION-SENSITIVE 
AGRICULTURE IN EAST AFRICA
The agriculture sector plays a key role in improving nutrition, 

particularly in regions such as East Africa where the majority of 

nutritionally vulnerable people depend on agriculture for their 

livelihoods. To understand how agriculture can be improved 

to strengthen nutrition, FAO and IFPRI, with support from the 

IFPRI-led CGIAR Research Program on Agriculture for Nutrition 

and Health (A4NH), collaborated on the Leveraging Agriculture 

for Nutrition in East Africa (LANEA) initiative. LANEA, carried 

out in Ethiopia, Kenya, and Uganda, investigates enabling envi-

ronments, opportunities, and challenges related to scaling up 

impact of the food and agriculture sector on nutrition. In 2015, 

the initiative published three country reports that promoted bet-

ter integration of nutrition and agriculture, and the creation of 

an enabling environment for cross-sector dialogue and action.
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four background papers and two briefs as well as 

technical inputs to the expert review. This SOFA report 

revealed systematic evidence that gender equality is 

more than a lofty ideal; it is crucial for agricultural 

development and food security. This evidence influ-

enced the global debate on the issue. Building on this 

work, the two organizations released the book Gender 

in Agriculture: Closing the Knowledge Gap in 2014 to 

shed light on the gender gaps in agriculture, the obsta-

cles women face, and ways to address these inequities.

Strengthening women’s land rights is often associated 

with improved health, nutrition, and education of their 

children. However, measuring these impacts was chal-

lenging because available data did not include gender-

disaggregated indicators. In 2014, with support from 

the IFPRI-led CGIAR Research Program on Policies, Insti-

tutions, and Markets (PIM), FAO and IFPRI joined forces 

to construct gender-disaggregated indicators related 

to women’s control of land, which are instrumental in 

measuring gender gaps in land rights. These indica-

tors were incorporated into FAO’s Gender and Land 

Rights Database—an important source of information 

on gender inequalities in land rights. FAO and IFPRI’s 

work in this area informed the United Nations Security 

Council’s decision to adopt, in conjunction with other 

UN agencies and member states, the use of two land-

related, gender-disaggregated indicators to measure 

progress toward target 5.1 of the Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals: end all forms of discrimination against all 

women.

Currently, FAO and IFPRI are collaborating to develop 

and pilot a streamlined, project-level Women’s Empow-

erment in Agriculture Index (Pro-WEAI), designed 

for use in agriculture and food security projects and 

activities. This Pro-WEAI is being developed under the 

FAO-IFAD project known as the UN Joint Programme 

on Rural Women’s Economic Empowerment in Ethiopia, 

with support from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 

the United States Agency for International Develop-

ment, and the IFPRI-led CGIAR Research Program on 

Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH).

Making Public Investment 
Count

Public investments can be instrumental in promoting 

agricultural growth and ensuring food security; 

nonetheless, public investment in agriculture and rural 

areas remained stagnant for many years. FAO and IFPRI 

combined their data and technical knowledge in public 

expenditures to present new evidence to spur increased 

and strategic public spending in agriculture.

Initially, FAO and IFPRI each conducted separate 

research on public expenditures in developing coun-

tries. IFPRI developed a public expenditure database 

called Statistics of Public Expenditure for Economic 

Development (SPEED) that was released in 2010 and 

later expanded with help from the IFPRI-led CGIAR 

Research Program on Policies, Institutions, and Markets 

(PIM). Subsequently, FAO and IFPRI decided to share 

their complementary work and generate innovative evi-

dence to support strategic investments that stimulate 

agricultural growth. In 2012, FAO released SOFA: Invest-

ing in Agriculture for a Better Future, for which IFPRI 

provided two background papers and data to show 
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patterns of agricultural public spending across develop-

ing regions. Information and analysis on agricultural 

investment is underpinning FAO’s work in assisting 

governments to improve the allocation of public funds 

to promote sustainable agriculture and food security.

Recognizing the need for developing countries to 

establish their own policy monitoring and analysis 

systems in support of policy reform, FAO launched the 

Monitoring and Analysing Food and Agricultural Poli-

cies (MAFAP) program in 2011. MAFAP provides coun-

try-specific policy data management, policy monitoring 

and analysis, (ex-ante) policy impact analysis, and policy 

advice. IFPRI contributes data on price distortions and 

public expenditure levels and compositions. Through-

out MAFAP’s conceptual stages, FAO acknowledged 

that close cooperation with IFPRI in developing meth-

odologies and in capacity building was valuable to 

MAFAP.

In 2014, FAO and IFPRI worked with the government of 

Malawi to implement a country-specific MAFAP pro-

gram. They started by developing a common approach 

to data collection, in cooperation with the country’s 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security, to better 

assess the impact of public investments. Today, MAFAP 

is building the country’s first public expenditure 

database on agriculture and rural development to 

support policy makers and development stakeholders 

in assessing whether public resources are allocated in 

priority areas. Guided by the partnership between FAO, 

IFPRI, the IFPRI-led CGIAR Research Program on Policies, 

Institutions, and Markets (PIM), and other collaborators 

and funders, MAFAP is helping inform policy decisions 

on public spending and raising capacities to monitor, 

analyze, and reform food and agricultural policies.

Innovative Approaches to 
Productive and Sustainable 
Rural Development

To feed the growing world population, agricultural 

productivity needs to increase without compromising  

conservation of the world’s natural resources. Recogniz-

ing that research and innovation are essential to achiev-

ing a balance between productivity and sustainability, 

FAO has collaborated with IFPRI to conduct research 

and develop solutions to several challenges.

Agricultural extension systems are important channels 

for disseminating new information, practices, and tech-

nologies that promote higher yields and efficient use 

of resources. The public agricultural extension system 

in India was plagued with inefficiencies that impeded 

new technologies and innovations from reaching 

farmers. In response, the Government of India enacted 

reforms, including the creation of the Agricultural 

Technology Management Agency (ATMA). The chal-

lenges persisted even when the reforms were scaled up. 

So in the late 2000s, the government worked closely 

with FAO and IFPRI’s South Asia Office to conduct the 

first critical review of the agricultural extension reforms 

in India. The study found that the challenges persisted 

because ATMA was scaled up too quickly without care-

ful analysis or consideration of the different capac-

ity, leadership, ownership, and resources available in 
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the diverse Indian states. The joint FAO-IFPRI review 

contributed to the reform of the system of extension 

services, aiming to enhance agricultural productivity 

while making agricultural systems sustainable in India.

In the late 2000s, the rapid development of biofuels 

incited debates around their sustainability and negative 

impact on food security. To support developing coun-

tries in forging sound biofuel policies, FAO developed 

the Bioenergy and Food Security (BEFS) Approach—a 

multidisciplinary set of tools and guidance to support 

countries throughout the process of bioenergy policy 

development and implementation. In 2008, FAO called 

on IFPRI to review the BEFS Rapid Appraisal Tool. Refine-

ments of this tool improved its capacity for identifying 

the potential for sustainable biofuel production and 

associated opportunities, risks, and trade-offs in devel-

oping countries. In addition, FAO and IFPRI examined 

Tanzania’s biofuel development potential. The resulting 

report, Bioenergy and Food Security: The BEFS Analy-

sis of Tanzania, showed that through use of specific 

crops, biofuel production can lead to increased gross 

domestic product, new employment opportunities, and 

higher incomes for the country’s small-scale farmers. 

The Government of Tanzania, in turn, pursued sustain-

able biofuel development, creating an inter-ministerial 

National Biofuel Taskforce in the late 2000s to write the 

National Biofuel Policy. At the final BEFS consultation 

in Dar es Salaam in 2012, the Ministry of Energy and 

Minerals acknowledged that the government relied on 

and incorporated the joint BEFS analysis in discussing 

the country’s energy and food security policies.

Agricultural productivity often cannot increase if one of 

its essential inputs—labor—is neglected. In 2008, FAO 

asked IFPRI to conduct a research study, supporting 

the development of FAO’s Decent Rural Employment 

strategy. IFPRI recommended four pillars that formed 

the basis of the strategy: short-term response to shocks 

(safety nets), efficient allocation of available rural labor 

resources, human capital development, and net job 

creation. Shortly after, FAO decided to implement the 

strategy, which continues to guide FAO’s policies, pro-

grams, and work in 62 countries.

Looking Forward

In the wake of the adoption of the Sustainable Devel-

opment Goals, FAO and IFPRI signed an updated 

memorandum of understanding in December 2015 

to enhance their collaboration and joint leadership 

in tackling poverty, hunger, and malnutrition. The 

long-standing partnership between FAO and IFPRI will 

continue to generate innovative tools and evidence to 

improve food security and nutrition through sustain-

able agriculture and food systems; assess the impacts 

of climate change and other global crises; advocate for 

better data collection on investments in agricultural 

research; and track and monitor Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals indicators related to food and nutrition 

security.
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About IFPRI

The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), 

established in 1975, provides research-based policy 

solutions to sustainably reduce poverty and end hunger 

and malnutrition. The Institute conducts research, com-

municates results, optimizes partnerships, and builds 

capacity to ensure sustainable production, promote 

healthy food systems, improve markets and trade, 

transform agriculture, build resilience, and strengthen 

institutions and governance. Gender is considered in all 

of the Institute’s work. IFPRI collaborates with partners 

around the world, including development implement-

ers, public institutions, the private sector, and farmers’ 

organizations.

About FAO

Achieving food security for all is at the heart of FAO’s 

efforts—to make sure people have regular access to 

enough high-quality food to lead active, healthy lives. 

FAO’s three main goals are: the eradication of hunger, 

food insecurity, and malnutrition; the elimination of 

poverty and the driving forward of economic and social 

progress for all; and, the sustainable management and 

utilization of natural resources, including land, water, 

air, climate, and genetic resources for the benefit of 

present and future generations.
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