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Agriculture, Development, and the 
Global Trading System: 2000–2015
Antoine Bouët and David Laborde, editors

Agriculture, Development, and the Global Trading System: 2000-2015 analyzes 
the complex relationship between the global trading system and food security. 
The contributors focus on two important aspects of this relationship: (1) the 
Doha Development Agenda of the World Trade Organization (WTO); and 
(2) whether food price volatility can be managed through trade instruments. 
Among several policy proposals for improving food security worldwide, they 
recommend renewed multilateral trade negotiations within the context of 
WTO rules and the elimination of restrictions or taxes on exports. The analysis 
and policy recommendations in this book will be of use to policy makers, 
development specialists, and others concerned with how international trade 
can improve food security.

Agriculture, 
Development, 
and 
the Global 
Trading System:
2000–2015

E d i t e d  b y  

Antoine Bouët  
a n d  David Laborde
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Agriculture and the  
Rural Economy in Pakistan:  
Issues, Outlooks, and Policy Priorities
David J. Spielman, Sohail Malik, Paul Dorosh,  
and Nuzhat Ahmad, editors

Historically, agriculture has been crucial to Pakistan’s economic growth and 
development and remains so even today. The sector employs almost half of 
the country’s labor force, supplies key inputs to the country’s manufacturing 
sector, generates a significant share of export earnings, and nourishes a rapidly 
growing population. Further, beyond agriculture is the wider rural economy, 
including nonfarm economic activities such as small enterprises, transport 
services, village retail shops, local schools, and clinics, all of which account for 
an estimated 40 to 57 percent of total rural household income.

Given the importance of these rural activities, the slow growth of agriculture in 
recent years—averaging just 2.8 percent during the period 2010–2014—should 
be a source of concern for Pakistan. Can the country’s agricultural sector and 
rural economy once again play a significant role in growth and development? 
Can it contribute to poverty reduction?

Agriculture and the Rural Economy in Pakistan: Issues, Outlooks, and Policy 
Priorities seeks to answer these questions by examining the performance of 
both agriculture and the rural economy. The authors identify several measures 
that can promote agricultural productivity growth as well as wider economic 
and social development. These include increasing the efficiency of water use in 
the Indus river basin irrigation system, especially in the face of climate change; 
reforming policies and regulations that govern markets for agricultural inputs 
and commodities; and improving the provision of rural public services for 
health, education, women’s empowerment, and community development. The 
analyses and conclusions in Agriculture and the Rural Economy in Pakistan will 
be of use to policy makers, development specialists, and others concerned 
with Pakistan’s development.

B O O K

DATE: 2017  
ISBN: 978–0–81224–937–8
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Structural Change,  
Fundamentals, and Growth:  
A Framework and Case Studies
Margaret McMillan, Dani Rodrik, and Claudia Sepúlveda, editors

The volume consists of an overview and seven country studies, written 
by leading scholars from both developed and developing countries. The 
overview lays out a unifying framework for thinking about economic growth 
as a combination of two challenges. The “structural change challenge” is 
focused on moving resources from traditional low-productivity activities into 
modern, more productive industries. The “fundamentals challenge” faced 
by policy makers in the developing world is about how best to develop 
broad capabilities such as human capital and infrastructure. While the two 
are inextricably linked, they are conceptually different, and making this 
distinction is one of the contributions of this book. The overview also includes 
a description of the common methodology used in the country studies, a 
discussion of data and measurement issues, and a synthesis of the findings.

B O O K

DATE: 2017  
ISBN: 978-0-89629-214-7
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Agricultural Productivity in Africa: 
Trends, Patterns, and Determinants
Samuel Benin, editor

Agricultural Productivity in Africa: Trends, Patterns, and Determinants  
presents updated and new analyses of land, labor, and total productivity 
trends in African agriculture. It brings together analyses of a unique mix of 
data sources and evaluations of public policies and development projects 
to recommend ways to increase agricultural productivity in Africa. This book 
is timely in light of the recent and ongoing growth recovery across the 
continent. The good news is that agricultural productivity in Africa increased 
at a moderate rate between 1961 and 2012, although there are variations in 
the rate of growth in land, labor, and total factor productivities depending 
on country and region. Differences in input use and capital intensities in 
agricultural production in the various farming systems and agricultural 
productivity zones also affect advancements in technology. One conclusion 
based on the book’s research findings derives from the substantial spatial 
variation in agricultural productivity. For areas with similar agricultural 
productivity growth trends and factors, what works well in one area can be 
used as the basis for formulating best-fit, location-specific agricultural policies, 
investments, and interventions in similar areas. This finding along with others 
will be of particular interest to policy- and decisionmakers.

B O O K

DATE: 2016  
ISBN: 978-0-89629-881-1
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Agricultural Research in Africa: 
Investing in Future Harvests
John Lynam, Nienke Beintema, Johannes Roseboom,  
and Ousmane Badiane, editors

This book—prepared by Agricultural Science and Technology Indicators  
(ASTI), which is led by IFPRI—offers a comprehensive perspective on the 
evolution, current status, and future goals of agricultural research and 
development in Africa, including analyses of the complex underlying issues 
and challenges involved, as well as insights into how they might be overcome. 
Agriculture in Africa south of the Sahara is at a prospective tipping point. 
Growth has accelerated in the past decade but is unsustainable given 
increasing use of finite resources. The yield gap in African agriculture is 
significant, and scenarios on feeding the world’s population into the future 
highlight the need for Africa to expand its agricultural production. Agricultural 
Research in Africa: Investing in Future Harvests discusses the need to shift to a 
growth path based on increased productivity—as in the rest of the developing 
world—which is essential if Africa is to increase rural incomes and compete 
in both domestic and international markets. Such a shift ultimately requires 
building on evolving improvements that collectively translate into deepening 
rural innovation capacity.

B O O K

DATE: 2016  
ISBN: 978-0-89629-212-3
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Earthquake Lessons from China: 
Coping and Rebuilding Strategies
Kevin Z. Chen, Qiang Zhang, and Claire Hsu, editors

The Wenchuan earthquake of 2008 was the most severe  
earthquake, as measured in sheer magnitude, in the history of the  
People’s Republic of China. Killing almost 90,000 people and creating 
economic losses of 845 billion yuan (US$132 billion), the earthquake also 
elicited a vigorous response from various government agencies, private 
businesses, and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). The ways these 
actors’ responses to the earthquake proved effective in distributing appropriate 
aid to those in need and the areas where the actors’ earthquake response 
needs to be improved are discussed and analyzed in Earthquake Lessons from 
China: Coping and Rebuilding Strategies. The authors identify three earthquake 
responses that proved helpful to earthquake-affected communities: the use 
of a pair-wise aid policy, in which a donor province or city is assigned to give 
aid to a particular earthquake-affected area; expanded NGO and volunteer 
involvement; and various kinds of public financial aid to earthquake-affected 
households. They also pinpoint areas that need further work: public aid 
specifically for home reconstruction, which has been inadequate, and the 
capacity of local communities to manage their own disaster responses, which 
is too low. Perhaps most important, the authors found that the high levels of 
NGO and volunteer involvement in disaster response should be expanded 
and sustained beyond what they were in the aftermath of the 2008 earthquake. 
The authors believe that increased nonpublic sector involvement can not only 
improve the level of response to natural disasters but also foster a robust civil 
society and grassroots democracy in China.

B O O K

DATE: 2016  
ISBN: 978-0-89629-874-3
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Innovation for Inclusive  
Value-Chain Development: 
Successes and Challenges
André Devaux, Maximo Torero, Jason Donovan,  
and Douglas Horton, editors

Governments, nongovernmental organizations, donors, and the private  
sector have increasingly embraced value-chain development (VCD) for 
stimulating economic growth and combating rural poverty. Innovation for 
Inclusive Value-Chain Development: Successes and Challenges helps to fill 
the current gap in systematic knowledge about how well VCD has performed, 
related trade-offs or undesired effects, and which combinations of VCD 
elements are most likely to reduce poverty and deliver on overall development 
goals. This book uses case studies to examine a range of VCD experiences. 
Approaching the subject from various angles, it looks at new linkages to 
markets and the role of farmer organizations and contract farming in raising 
productivity and access to markets, the minimum assets requirement to 
participate in VCD, the role of multi-stakeholder platforms in VCD, and how to 
measure and identify successful VCD interventions. The book also explores the 
challenges livestock-dependent people face; how urbanization and advancing 
technologies affect linkages; ways to increase gender inclusion and economic 
growth; and the different roles various types of platforms play in VCD.

B O O K

DATE: 2016  
ISBN: 978-0-89629-213-0
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The Nigerian Rice Economy: 
Policy Options for Transforming 
Production, Marketing, and Trade
Kwabena Gyimah-Brempong, Michael Johnson,  
and Hiroyuki Takeshima, editors

Rice has become one of Nigeria’s leading food staples. And rice  
consumption has outpaced production, making Nigeria the world’s leading 
importer of rice. As a result, reducing import dependence is now a major 
goal of Nigerian policy makers. In The Nigerian Rice Economy the authors 
assess three options for reducing this dependency—tariffs and other trade 
policies; increasing domestic rice production; and improving post-harvest rice 
processing and marketing—and identify improved production and postharvest 
activities as the most promising. These options, however, will require 
substantially increased public investments in a variety of areas, including 
research and development, basic infrastructure (for example, irrigation, 
feeder roads, and electricity), and rice milling technologies. The analysis, 
methods used, and recommendations provided in The Nigerian Rice Economy 
will be equally valuable to a broad range of readers including researchers, 
development specialists, students, and others concerned with applications of 
food policy analysis and economic development more broadly in Nigeria and 
elsewhere in Africa south of the Sahara.

B O O K

DATE: 2016  
ISBN: 978-0-8122-4895-1
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Nourishing Millions:  
Stories of Change in Nutrition 
Stuart Gillespie, Judith Hodge, Sivan Yosef, and Rajul Pandya-Lorch, editors

Malnutrition costs the world trillions of dollars, but a global commitment  
to improving people’s nutrition is on the rise, and so is our knowledge of 
how to do so. Over the past 50 years, understanding of nutrition has evolved 
beyond a narrow focus on hunger and famine. We now know that good 
nutrition depends not only on people’s access to a wide variety of foods, 
but also on the care they receive and the environment they live in. A number 
of countries and programs have exploited this new understanding to make 
enormous strides in nutrition. Nourishing Millions: Stories of Change in 
Nutrition brings together the most intriguing stories from the past five decades 
to show what works in nutrition, what does not, and the factors that contribute 
to success. The stories gathered here examine interventions that address 
nutrition directly—such as community nutrition programming and feeding 
programs for infants and young children—as well as nutrition-sensitive policies 
related to agriculture, social protection, and clean water and sanitation. The 
authors consider efforts to combat the severest forms of acute malnutrition as 
well as overweight and obesity. They shed light on nutrition success stories on 
the ground in places ranging from Bangladesh, Brazil, Nepal, Peru, Thailand, 
and Vietnam to Ethiopia and the state of Odisha in India. The book also 
examines how nutrition “champions” emerge and drive change. Altogether, 
Nourishing Millions is a unique look at past and emerging nutrition successes 
and challenges around the world.

B O O K

DATE: 2016  
ISBN: 978-0-89629-588-9
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Nutrition and  
Economic Development: 
Exploring Egypt’s Exceptionalism 
and the Role of Food Subsidies
Olivier Ecker, Perrihan Al-Riffai, Clemens Breisinger, and Rawia El-Batrawy

This book’s main hypothesis is that Egypt’s large food subsidy system has 
been ineffective in reducing undernutrition. For a long time, the subsidy 
system provided only calorie-rich foods, at very low and constant prices and 
with quotas much above dietary recommendations. This system has created 
incentives to consume calorie-overladen and unbalanced diets, increasing the 
risks of child and maternal overnutrition and, at high subsidy levels, the risk of 
inadequate child nutrition. Moreover, the large public budget allocated to the 
food subsidies is unavailable for possibly more nutrition-beneficial spending, 
such as for child and maternal nutrition-specific interventions. The authors’ 
findings consistently suggest that—in addition to the well-known economic 
rationale for reforming the Egyptian food subsidy system—there are strong 
reasons to reform food subsidies due to nutrition and public health concerns. 
A fundamental food subsidy reform process has been under way since June 
2014. The already-implemented changes can be expected to have reduced 
some incentives for overconsumption and may have positive dietary effects. 
However, further major reform efforts are needed to transform the current 
subsidy system into a key policy instrument in the fight against malnutrition. 
The findings of this book should be valuable to policy makers, analysts, 
development partners, and others concerned with improving food security and 
promoting healthy nutrition in Egypt and other developing countries with large 
social protection programs. 

B O O K

DATE: 2016  
ISBN: 978-0-89629-238-3
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2017 Global  
Food Policy Report
IFPRI 

IFPRI’s flagship report reviews the major food policy issues,  
developments, and decisions of 2016, and highlights challenges and 
opportunities for 2017 at the global and regional levels. This year’s report 
looks at the impact of rapid urban growth on food security and nutrition, 
and considers how food systems can be reshaped to benefit both urban and 
rural populations. Drawing on recent research, IFPRI researchers and other 
distinguished food policy experts consider a range of timely questions: What 
do we know about the impacts of urbanization on hunger and nutrition? What 
are our greatest research and data needs for better policy making that will 
ensure food security and improve diets for growing urban populations? How 
can we better connect rural smallholders to urban food consumers to ensure 
that smallholders benefit from expanding urban food markets? Why do city 
environments drive a nutrition transition toward poorer diets, and what policies 
can improve the nutrition environment? How are urban areas reshaping 
agricultural value chains for staple crops and benefiting small farmers? What 
role do informal markets play in feeding cities, and how can they be better 
governed to increase urban food security? The 2017 Global Food Policy 
Report also presents data tables and visualizations for several key food policy 
indicators, including country-level data on hunger, agricultural spending and 
research investment, and projections for future agricultural production and 
consumption. In addition to illustrative figures, tables, and a timeline of food 
policy events in 2016, the report includes the results of a global opinion poll on 
urbanization and the current state of food policy.

A N N U A L  F L A G S H I P  R E P O R T

DATE: 2017  
ISBN: 978-0-89629-252-9
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2016 Global Hunger Index: 
Getting to Zero Hunger 
Klaus von Grebmer, Jill Bernstein, David Nabarro, Nilam Prasai,  
Shazia Amin, Yisehac Yohannes, Andrea Sonntag, Fraser Patterson,  
Olive Towey, and Jennifer Thompson  

Partners: Welthungerhilfe and Concern Worldwide

The developing world has made substantial progress in reducing hunger  
since 2000. The 2016 Global Hunger Index (GHI) shows that the level of  
hunger in developing countries as a group has fallen by 29 percent. Yet 
this progress has been uneven, and great disparities in hunger continue to 
exist at the regional, national, and subnational levels. To achieve Sustainable 
Development Goal 2 (SDG2) of getting to Zero Hunger while leaving no one 
behind, it is essential to identify the regions, countries, and populations that are 
most vulnerable to hunger and undernutrition so progress can be accelerated 
there. Across regions and countries, GHI scores vary considerably. Regionally, 
the highest GHI scores, and therefore the highest hunger levels, are still found 
in Africa south of the Sahara and South Asia. Although GHI scores for these two 
regions have declined over time, the current levels are still on the upper end 
of the serious category, closer to the alarming category than to the moderate. 
Further, although Africa south of the Sahara has achieved the largest absolute 
improvement since 2000 and South Asia has also seen a sizable reduction, the 
decline in hunger must accelerate in these regions if the world is to achieve 
Zero Hunger by 2030.

A N N U A L  F L A G S H I P  R E P O R T

DATE: 2016  
ISBN: 978-0-89629-226-0
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Agricultural Science and 
Technology Indicators (ASTI)
ASTI provides trusted open-source data on agricultural research 
systems across the developing world. Working with a large 
network of national collaborators, ASTI collects, compiles, and 
disseminates information on financial, human, and institutional 
resources at both the country and regional levels across 
government, higher education, nonprofit, and (where possible) 
private for-profit agricultural research agencies.

 ĸ asti.cgiar.org

Food Security Portal
This open access policy information portal aims to promote 
improved food security for the world’s poor and increased 
resilience of global food systems against food and financial 
crises. The project brings together international, regional, 
and country-level data, news, and research aimed at meeting 
countries’ immediate food security needs, as well as building 
long-term global food security.

 ĸ foodsecurityportal.org
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GHI Web Application
The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is a tool designed to 
comprehensively measure and track hunger globally, regionally, 
and by country. Each year, IFPRI calculates GHI scores to assess 
progress, or the lack thereof, in decreasing hunger. The GHI is 
designed to raise awareness and understanding of regional and 
country differences in the struggle against hunger.

 ĸ ghi.ifpri.org

Statistics on Public 
Expenditures for Economic 
Development (SPEED)
The SPEED database and interactive tool aims to provide 
policy makers, researchers, and the broader development 
community with the most comprehensive public 
expenditure information, whose analysis is important 
for understanding the linkages between different types 
of public expenditure and development and can help 
governments to better allocate their resources in a manner 
consistent with their policy objectives and citizens’ needs 
and priorities. 

 ĸ www.ifpri.org/publication/statistics-public-
expenditures-economic-development-speed-0
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WEAI Resource Center
The Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index (WEAI) 
measures the empowerment, agency, and inclusion of 
women in the agriculture sector to increase understanding 
of the connections among women’s empowerment, food 
security, and agricultural growth.

 ĸ www.ifpri.org/topic/weai-resource-center

IFPRI Institutional Repository
The institutional repository is the main hub where IFPRI curates over 40 years of research on food policy. Divided into 
collections including IFPRI and externally-published material, metadata for datasets, and project-specific work, the repository 
allows researchers and policy makers access to the most comprehensive set of IFPRI publications. Through the application 
programming interface (API), the repository allows for machine users to harvest metadata for integrations with partner websites 
and aggregation into larger databases like the FAO’s AGRIS. The institutional repository is one of the main tools through which 
IFPRI pursues its mission of providing research as a public good to end hunger, malnutrition and poverty.

 ĸ ebrary.ifpri.org

INTERNATIONAL FOOD POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE
A world free of hunger and malnutrition

IFPRI Headquarters | 1201 Eye Street, NW |   Washington, DC 20005 USA  

Phone: +1-202-862-5600 | Fax: +1-202-862-5606 | Email: ifpri@cgiar.org | Web: www.ifpri.org
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