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Scale of Contamination 
Across Ukra in e

• La n d m in e  co n t a m in a t io n  u n p re ce d e n t e d  in  21st  ce n t u ry
• Typ e s o f La n d m in e s
⚬ At  le a st  13 t yp e s o f a n t i-p e rso n n e l a n d  13 t yp e s o f a n t i-ve h ic le  

m in e s h a ve  b e e n  id e n t ifie d
• Are a  co n t a m in a t e d  — va ryin g  e st im a t e s
⚬ 67,0 0 0  - 96 ,525 sq  m ile s o f Ukra in ia n  t e rrit o ry
⚬ 1,8 14 - 9 ,652 sq  m ile s o f Ukra in ia n  a g ricu lt u ra l la n d



Scale of Contamination 
Across Ukra in e

• Ukra in e ’s t o t a l a re a : Te xa s
• Ukra in e ’s t o t a l fa rm la n d : Illin o is + Wisco n sin
• Ukra in e ’s t o t a l fa rm la n d  u n su it a b le  fo r u se  d u e  t o  w a r: 

Ma ssa ch u se t t s + Ve rm o n t
• Ukra in e ’s t o t a l fa rm la n d  e xp o se d  t o  la n d m in e s: Ve rm o n t



Steps for Demining

• No n -t e ch n ica l su rve y
• Te ch n ica l su rve y
• Cle a ra n ce
• Ce rt ifica t io n

Hu m a n it a ria n  
De m in in g

UNMAS 5 P illa rs o f 
Min e  Ac t ion

• Cle a ra n ce
• Min e  Risk Ed u ca t io n
• Vic t im  Assist a n ce
• Ad vo ca cy
• St o ckp ile  De st ru c t io n



Interagency Working Group on 
Hu m a n it a ria n  De m in in g
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Ministry of Internal 
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State Emergency 
Service of Ukraine
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Representative of the Secretariat of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine



Progress to Date



Scale of Contamination 
Across Ukra in e

• “Ou t  o f 3,0 0 0  h e c t a re s, I h a ve  1,0 0 0  h e c t a re s m in e d . I le ft  t h e  a p p lica t ion  fo r d e m in in g  im m e d ia t e ly 

a ft e r t h e  d e -occu p a t ion . Th e  e m e rg e n cy d e p a rt m e n t  sa ys t h a t  t h e y w ill n o t  c le a r t h e  m in e s in  t h e  

n e a r fu t u re , b e ca u se  t h e y d o  n o t  h a ve  t im e … We  w ill look fo r a  w a y ou t  on  ou r ow n , b e ca u se  t od a y it  

is ch e a p e r t o  b u y a  fie ld  t h a n  t o  d e m in e  it . We  a re  con sid e rin g  t h e  p ossib ilit y o f b u yin g  a  d ron e  t h a t  

looks fo r m in e s, o r re n t in g  a  sp e c ia l ca r. Ot h e rw ise , life  w ill n o t  re t u rn  t o  ou r villa g e s, I n e e d  t o  c le a r 

t h e  fie ld s a n d  sow  c rop s t h is ye a r," Ole g  Girm a n  st re sse d .



Scale of Contamination 
Across Ukra in e



Unique Considerations of 
Ag ricu lt u ra l So il

• De t o n a t io n  c re a t e s a  c ra t e r 
t h a t  d isp la ce s t o p so il a n d  
co m p a c t s su b so il

• De t o n a t io n s ca n  re le a se  
t o xic  p o llu t a n t s in t o  so il a n d  
w a t e rw a ys

Im a g e  Cre d it : Mine Action Review, Mitigating the 
Environmental Impacts of Explosive Ordnance 

and Land Release



Unique Considerations of 
Ag ricu lt u ra l So il

Im a g e  Cre d it : Mine Action Review, Mitigating the 
Environmental Impacts of Explosive Ordnance 

and Land Release



Recommendations

• Expedite the provision of humanitarian demining , including from 
increased funding from donors

• Lower the cost to farmers of demining

• Make special considerations for the unique needs of agricultural 
soil , including by taking steps to reduce soil and water pollution 
from demining and implementing soil testing to ensure soil quality
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